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MAKE IT YOUR OWN

$1 500

REGISTER TO
H WINH

1 KitchenAid
Stand Mixer
(Value $429.99)

All Furniture including: Living Room, Dining Room, Bedroom, Home Office, & Occasional Tables

THE ONLY 

in the Stateline Area for the Best Selection!

• LIFT RECLINERS
• ADJUSTABLE BED BASES

• MOBILITY SCOOTERS
• MASSAGE CHAIRS

• VIBRA THERAPY PLATFORMS

SHOWROOM

SHOP

WELLNESS&
HEALTH

FREE GIFT WITH MANY PURCHASES

ONROEM URNITUREF ENTERC
APPLIANCES FURNITURE MATTRESSES

Visit us at www.monroefurniturecenter.net

HUGE LABOR DAY SAVINGS EVENT!
OPEN LABOR DAY 10am – 4pm

SHOP 100’S OF QUALITY APPLIANCES FROM

GET A 2ND ACCESSORY 
1/2 OFF

UP TO 18 MONTHS FREE FINANCING • FREE DELIVERY IN THE STATELINE AREA

BUY ANY
ACCESSORY

Lamps, Wall Hangings,
Silk Plants, Vases, Area Rugs, 

Candle Holders, Mirrors

Mon.-Fri., 9-6 p.m.; Sat. 9-4 p.m.; Sun., 12-4 p.m.

NOW OPEN 
Weekdays
Until 6pm!
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 Julia Nunes (far right), the 73th Alice in Dairyland, gets ready to enjoy an ear of 
sweet corn at the Wisconsin State Fair. Although food is a major attraction at Wis-
consin fairs, the events also are an important way to learn about the importance of 
agriculture in Wisconsin, Nunes said. 

Fair season in Wisconsin is 
starting to wrap up, but there 
are still a few more that you 
can add to your calendar! After 
attending some of Wisconsin’s 
county and district fairs and 
the Wisconsin State Fair this 
summer, I have come to realize 
what Wisconsin fairs mean to 
our communities. 

Food is a staple of fairs in 
our state and there are plenty of 
tasty and unique food options 
to enjoy at each one. From 
the classic fried cheese curds 
to more exotic options like 
deep fried pink squirrel, gator 
claw on a stick, or a glazer 
doughnut pork sandwich, you 
can eat to your heart’s desire at 
Wisconsin fairs. 

Another highlight for many 

Wisconsin’s fair-goers is the 
entertainment. One thing is 
certain about Wisconsinites; 
we like to have a good time. 
The fair is an amazing place 
to fill your stomach, have a 
good laugh, take a ride on the 
tilt-a-whirl, or jam out to your 
favorite music. The attractions 
are often the reason many fair 
goers stay late into the evening, 
enjoying the fair atmosphere 
and each other’s company. 
Whether your fair is having 
a live comedian, featuring a 
local band, or a big name artist, 
there are entertainment options 
for the whole family.

One of the most important 
parts of Wisconsin’s fairs is 
agriculture. Growing up on a 
dairy farm, the county fair was 
an event that I looked forward 
to every summer as it allowed 
me to showcase my dairy cattle 
and the hard work that I had 
put into preparing them. It was 
also a place where I learned 
about other areas of agriculture 
that I was not familiar with. 

While attending the 
Wisconsin State Fair, I realized 
just how important Wisconsin 
fairs are to agriculture. 
Wisconsin’s agriculture 
industry is diverse, vibrant 
and vital to our communities, 
providing jobs and contributing 
more than $104.8 billion to our 

state’s economy every year. 
Wisconsin farmers are 

working every day of the year 
to produce safe, nutritious 
food products for you and for 
people around the world. The 
fair is the perfect place to learn 
about Wisconsin agriculture, 
including where food comes 
from and the farmers who 
produce it. 

The next time you visit a 
Wisconsin fair, I challenge 
you to think about how 
agriculture is connected to the 
fair, from the animal exhibits 
to the deep-fried cheese curds. 
This summer you have the 
opportunity to take part in 
a tradition that is a staple of 
summers in Wisconsin and 
support the diverse industry 
that provides our communities 
with food, fuel and fiber. 

Learn more about fairs 
around Wisconsin and add one 
more to your calendar at www.
wifairs.com.

Julia Nunes is serving as 
the 73rd Alice in Dairyland. 
As Wisconsin’s agriculture 
ambassador, her goal is to 
educate audiences across 
Wisconsin about the economic 
impact and importance of the 
state’s diverse agriculture 
industry.

During her term, Alice 
in Dairyland provides 
educational programming, in 
conjunction with the Dairy 
Farmers of Wisconsin, to 
thousands of Wisconsin grade-
school children.

Nunes’ term as Alice in 
Dairyland was extended to 
two years because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Blackhawk Tech offers 
GED prep classes

Blackhawk Technical Col-
lege has added an evening 
GED/HSED test prep class 
option at its Monroe Cam-
pus.

The classes are offered 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays. The sched-
ule is flexible, and students 
can attend at their conve-
nience.

The campus also offers 
classes from 8 a.m. to noon 
Monday through Thursday. 

The General Education-
al Development and High 
School Equivalency Diplo-
ma are computer-based high 
school equivalency tests 
that measure skills expect-
ed of high school graduates. 
Most employers, technical 
colleges and community 
colleges accept the GED 

certificate. However, some 
employers, universities and 
branches of the military re-
quire a HSED. 

 To take the GED/HSED in 
Wisconsin, students must:

 • Be at least 18½ years old
• Be a Wisconsin resident, 

have lived in Wisconsin for 
at least 10 days, or be a mi-
grant worker or child of a 
migrant worker

• Not be currently enrolled 
in a high school

• Not have a high school 
diploma 

The adult education cours-
es prepare students to take 
the GED test to receive their 
high school equivalency di-
ploma. GED/HSED prep 
classes are also suitable  

By
JULIA
NUNES
Contributor

Adventures in agriculture

Wisconsin fairs serve up food, fun, education

Don’t Forget... 
Our deadline is 

FRIDAY at Noon!!!
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MONROE ONE HOUR CLEANERS
Ninth Street, Monroe • 608-325-5860

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Fri. 7 a.m.-6 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Specializing in cleaning clothes of all types, 
draperies, comforters, pillows, wedding 

gown preservation, leather & suede jackets 
and dress shirts folded or on hangers and 

starched to your specifications.

DID YOU KNOW you can drop off 
and pick up items to be cleaned each 

Monday and Thursday at Pinnow 
Pharmacy in Brodhead?

392235

FREE ESTIMATES

SE
AM

LESS GUTTERS

UNLIMITED
Since 1986

New Glarus, WI • 608-527-5699

Now offeriNg SeamleSS 
CuStom-made, oN Site, 

metal StaNdiNg 
Seam roofiNg aNd 
SeamleSS gutterS

392236

DON’S    
APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

Don Thompson, Jr.

MOST BRANDS

608-365-2893
608-290-2511

Kenmore l Whirlpool
Maytag l GE

39
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Brodhead Dental Clinic

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com

702 23rd St.
Brodhead, WI 53520
Mon. & Wed. 8am-5pm • Tues. 8am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Closed Fri.

Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com
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FREE LOANER CAR
When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447 392231

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway

Murray’s Auto 
Salvage, Inc.

Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles • Sell Used Parts
Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed Sundays and Holidays

6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI

608-879-2525 392232

For more info call toll free 888-825-2005 or visit us at  
565 E. Main St, Evansville, or on the web at WWW.LITEWIRE.NET 

��
��
��

Do You Live in the Country? 
Get Rural High-Speed Internet Service: 

• No Phone Line Required! 
• Local Technical Support!
• No Monthly Data Limits! 

Broadband Internet 

39
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608-879-2623
Wholesale & Retail limestone
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

Ryan Farm
Quarries

392237

Let us help your business 
grow, while you get more 

bang for your buck! 

The Independent-Register FREE Shopping News is an invited guest 
in over 10,000 homes each week – to be included, call us at 608-897-2193.

THE PROFESSIONALS
at Your Service...

40
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402867

FREELANCE WRITERS
SOUTHERN LAKES NEWSPAPERS

AND 
ROCK VALLEY PUBLISHING

ARE SEEKING FREELANCE WRITERS
to cover community events, municipal 

meetings, feature stories and high 
school sports in Southeast Wisconsin 

and Northern Illinois.
If you’ve got a nose for news and a talent 

for writing, we may have work for you. 
You’ll be paid for each story we use. If 

interested, please send a brief cover letter, 
resume and any published clips to

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF ED NADOLSKI
at enadolski@standardpress.com

See CLASSES, Page 5
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800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

FEATURING:

CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION! 

It's as easy as 1-2-3:

1. Go to ClearyBuilding.com 

2. Click on ADVANCED SEARCH 

3. Find your "Dream Building"

Get Started at ClearyBuilding.com!
AGRICULTURE • SUBURBAN • COMMERCIAL • HOME • HORSE • UNIQUE

Thinking of a new building?
  Begin your search TODAY!

OREGON, IL
815-732-9101

401295

Fall and Winter
Shoes & Boots
Arriving Daily!

1013 16th Avenue
Monroe, WI

608-325-4464
Hours:  M-T 10-5; F 10-6, Sat  10-4

402779

THURSDAY, SEPT. 2
-Albertson Memorial Library open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 3
-Albertson Memorial Library open 1 p.m. to 
6 p.m.
*Parkview-Albany varsity football versus 
Lancaster (at Parkview High School), 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 4
*Albany cross-country at Darlington, 8:45 a.m.
-Albertson Memorial Library open 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 5
-Albertson Memorial Library closed

MONDAY, SEPT. 6
-Albertson Memorial Library closed
*No school, Albany School District

TUESDAY, SEPT. 7
-Albertson Memorial Library open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.
*Albany volleyball versus Monticello, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 8
-Albertson Memorial Library open 1 p.m. to 
7 p.m.
*Albany schools early release, 2:37 p.m.

- Denotes a community event.
* Denotes Albany School event. For more 
information, please call 608-862-3225.

40
28

62

• Piccadilly Pizza • Maple Leaf Cheese •
• Charley Biggs Chicken •

ATM • Car Wash • Liquor Store 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Hwy. 59 (next to Sugar River Bike Trail)
608-862-3303

SPONSORED BY:

392241

AlbAny Mini MArt

• Albany Comet News •

The Lake Winnetka/Sugar 
River Improvement Associa-
tion Inc. will hold its annual 
Carp Fishing Contest on Labor 
Day weekend in Albany.

Contest participants may 
start fishing anytime Friday, 
Sept. 3, and the contest ends at 
1 p.m. on Labor Day, Monday, 
Sept. 6.

Qualifying carp must be 
caught from the Sugar River 
in Albany or on the millpond 
(Lake Winnetka) upstream of 
the Albany Dam. Carp are often 
found in the shallow, muddy ar-
eas of the lake, according to a 
news release.

“The goal of the contest is to 
provide a fun way to help game 
fish proliferate more abundant-
ly by removing as many carp as 
possible,” the release said.

The contest will be held rain 
or shine.

There will be two catego-
ries of prizes for the most carp 
caught regardless of size. The 
first category is for bow fisher-
men only. The second is for all 
other types of fishing, including 
hook and line, spear and hand 
fishing. Seine netting is not al-
lowed.

Cash prizes will be awarded 

in both categories, in addition to 
a bonus $50 prize for the larg-
est carp caught in any manner 
(determined by weight.) In ad-
dition, there will be two fishing 
gear prizes for contestants 10 
and younger.

Prizes will be awarded in the 
park near the Albany boat ramp. 

No registration is required 
to compete in the contest, but 
participants must have a valid 
Wisconsin fishing license.

For more information, call 

608-862-1698 or 773-418-
7123, send an email to lwsria@
aol.com or find the group on 
Facebook at facebook.com/
pages/Lake-WinnetkaSug 
ar-River-Improvement-Associ 
ation-Inc/374367135943433.

SUBMITTED FILE PHOTO Brodhead Independent-Register

 Grayson and Griffen Everson won in the children’s cat-
egory at last year’s Carp Fishing Contest hosted by the 
Lake Winnetka/Sugar River Improvement Association Inc. 
The contest will be held Labor Day Weekend in Albany.

BECKY MALKOW Brodhead Independent-Register

 Clayton Elliott (#30) runs over an Edgerton defender 
in the Brodhead-Juda Cardinals’ 28-0 victory over Edg-
erton on Aug. 23.

BECKY MALKOW Brodhead Independent-Register

 Cardinals sophomore wide receiver Joey Brown ele-
vates for a catch that results in a touchdown during the 
Aug. 23 game against Edgerton.

 Right: Quarterback Gabe 
Bockhop (#5) scurries from 
defenders for a big gain 
against Edgerton.

BECKY MALKOW 

Brodhead Independent-Register

BECKY MALKOW The Independent-Register

 Nicholas Lobeck (#11) locks up with an Edgerton re-
ceiver in the JV Cardinals’ 28-0 victory over Edgerton 
last week.

Fishing contest challenges anglers to catch carp

SUBMITTED FILE PHOTO Brodhead Independent-Register

 The winning fisherman shows his winning haul for the most carp caught in the 
2020 Carp Fishing Contest hosted by the Lake Winnetka/Sugar River Improvement 
Association Inc.

JV Cardinals 
get off to a 
good start
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ADAMS
Since 1941

• Roofing  • Siding
• Insulation

800-887-3385
Janesville, WI 39

22
42NOW ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS!

Now accepting quality used equipment: Farm Equipment – Tractors – Implements – Harvest 
Equipment – Combines – Heads – Skid Loaders – Excavators - Dozers – Cranes – Attachments – 
Trucks & Trailers – Lawn & Garden – Outdoor Powersports – Ext.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: LAST DAY TO CONSIGN IS SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18!

CONSIGN EARLY FOR MAXIMUM EXPOSURE!
Live & online bidding available both days! Don’t miss out on a great opportunity to buy & sell!

101 E. Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522
Office (608) 439-5761 • Mike Powers (608) 214-5761

Dan Powers Sr. (608) 214-5761
Email: sold@powersauction.com

Visit us online at www.powersauction.com

STATELINE AUCTIONS
Large 2 Day Auction  •  September 24 & 25 

Southern Wisconsin’s premier auction yard located at 110 E. Murray Street, Browntown, WI 53522

Online bidding 
provided by:

40
16

58

The new $300/month 
child tax credit - one 

more reason to support 
Democrats. Visit 

www.greencodems.com
Authorized and paid for by the 
Green County Democratic Party. 

Not authorized by an candidate or 
candidate’s agent or committee.

DEMOCRATS FOR 
ECONOMIC JUSTICE

402609

News from 
Parkview in Orfordville:

Viking Times
THURSDAY, SEPT. 2
• Orfordville library open, 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; book 
club at 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 3
• Orfordville library 

open, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.; 
storytime at 11 a.m.

• Parkview-Albany varsity 
football vs. Lancaster, 
7 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 4
• Orfordville library open, 

9 a.m. to noon

SUNDAY, SEPT. 5
• Orfordville library 

closed

MONDAY, SEPT. 6
• Orfordville library 

closed
• No school, Parkview 

School District

TUESDAY, SEPT. 7
• Orfordville library open, 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.;  
Teen/Tween Tuesday,  
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

• Parkview varsity 
volleyball quad at Fall 
River, 5 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 8
• Orfordville library open, 

11 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Take time to prepare an emergency kit
Emergencies can happen 

at any time and often without 
warning. Are you prepared? 
Every situation is different, 
but you can prepare by 
having a basic emergency 
supply kit on hand.

What should I have in 
my emergency kit?

Basic items:
• Water and non-perishable 

food for several days (Don’t 
forget a can opener.)

• Extra cell phone batteries 
and chargers

• Flashlight with extra 
batteries

• First aid kit
• Whistle to signal for help
• Dust masks or face 

masks
• Moist towelettes, 

garbage bags and plastic ties 
for personal sanitation

• Non-sparking wrench or 
pliers to turn off utilities

• Local maps
Other items to consider:
• Prescription medications 

and glasses
• Cash
• Fire extinguisher
• Matches in a waterproof 

container
• Feminine supplies, 

personal hygiene items and 
hand sanitizer

• Sleeping bags and warm 
blankets

• Additional clothing
• Infant formula and 

diapers (if applicable)
• Pet food, water and 

supplies (if applicable)

Where should I keep my 
emergency kit?

Keep your emergency 
supply kit in an easily 
accessible location. Make sure 
your family members know 
where it is. Remember to keep 
your kit away from hazards 
that could ruin your supplies, 
such as water or high heat. 

 
How do I maintain my 
emergency kit?

Keep your kit organized 
and check supplies every six 
months. It is important to 
update the kit based on your 
family’s needs, which may 

change over time. Remember 
to replace any perishable items 
as needed, including food, 
water, medicine and batteries.

What about grab-and-go 
bags?

Emergencies don’t always 
happen at home. A grab-and-
go bag is a smaller version 
of your emergency kit that 
contains many of the same 
items in smaller quantities. 
To be prepared for remote 
situations put together a few 
grab-and-go bags for your car, 
workplace or anywhere you 
spend time outside the home. 

Make sure your family knows 
where to find the grab-and-go 
bags. 

Gathering a few simple 
items in advance can make 
all the difference in an 
emergency. Talk with your 
family today about emergency 
supplies and prepare your kit.

Michael Niles is a public 
health strategist for the 
Rock County Public Health 
Department. To ask a 
health-related question to be 
answered in a future column, 
email RCHealthDept@
co.rock.wi.us with Healthful 
Hint in the subject line. 

By
MICHAEL
NILES
Contributor

Healthful hint

DeLong Co. donates grain bin rescue equipment
The DeLong Co. Inc. re-

cently announced the dona-
tion of $40,000 in grain bin 
rescue equipment to 18 local 
fire departments, including 
Orfordville.

On Aug. 26, fire depart-
ment staff and DeLong cus-
tomers gathered for a dinner 
and viewed demonstrations 
of the equipment by mem-
bers of the Clinton Fire De-
partment.

“Grain bin entrapment can 
occur when a farm worker 
enters a grain bin, usually 
to dislodge unmoving grain, 
and becomes trapped in 
grain,” a DeLong news re-
lease said. “Flowing grain, 
like quicksand, can cause 
entrapment in a matter of 
seconds.”

About 60 percent of such 
entrapments are fatal, ac-
cording to Purdue University 
data, and most entrapments 
occur at farms rather than 
commercial facilities.

“Our goal is to ensure 
that local fire departments 
are equipped and trained to 

aid the farming community, 
in the event of a worst-case 
scenario on a grain farm,” 
David DeLong, president of 
the DeLong Co. Inc., said in 
the release. “First responders 
really only have a short win-
dow of time to save some-
one.”

Specialty grain bin res-
cue equipment can vastly 
reduce the time of rescue. 
The equipment consists of 
a grain bin tube and small 
rescue auger, which first iso-
lates the victim from being 
further engulfed and then 
moves grain away from the 
individual, allowing them to 
be freed more quickly, the 
release said.

 “This project came about 
when we learned there were 
many departments in our 
communities that did not 
have the proper equipment 
to handle grain bin rescues,” 
DeLong said. “Our grain 
elevators have safety proce-
dures to prevent these acci-
dents at our facilities, but un-
fortunately, grain entrapment 

is still a serious risk on many 
farms. We hope this equip-
ment is never needed, but if 
we can save or reduce rescue 
time for even one person, the 
value is immeasurable.”

The DeLong Co. will also 
be working with fire depart-
ments to offer additional 
training on the equipment 
and to provide facility use 
for real-world rescue sce-
narios. In addition to Or-
fordville, the following fire 
departments received equip-
ment as part of this donation: 
Clinton, Janesville, Milwau-
kee and Sharon in Wiscon-
sin; Boone County, Crystal 
Lake, Hampshire, Harvard, 
Kaneville, Marengo, Minoo-
ka, Rockford, South Beloit 
and Waterman in Illinois; 
Edgerton in Kansas, Lock-
bourne in Ohio and Omaha 
in Nebraska.

The DeLong Co. Inc. is 
a sixth-generation, fami-
ly-owned business head-
quartered in Clinton. The 
company operates 37 loca-
tions around the U.S.

 Representatives from the DeLong Co. and area fire departments gathered last 
week for the announcement of DeLong’s grain rescue equipment donations and to 

watch demonstrations of rescue equipment.
SUBMITTED PHOTO Brodhead Independent-Register

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Brodhead Independent-Register

 Members of the Kaneville, Illinois, and Big Rock, Illinois, fire departments take a 
turn experiencing grain entrapment and using a grain rescue tube.
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Brodhead student’s project 
helps children in Haiti

Walk set for Sept. 26
Brodhead High School senior Kaitlyn Welsh is turning 

to the local community to help children and families in 
Haiti.

As her senior project, Welsh is organizing the Walk 
for Family on Saturday, Sept. 26. The two-mile walk 
will begin at 9 a.m. at the start of the Sugar River Trail in 
Brodhead. 

Community members also may opt to participate by 
taking their own walking route and collecting donations for 
the cause, Welsh said in a news release.

The walk will raise money for One Gift, One Child, a 
ministry of former Brodhead residents Natalie and Pierre 
Charlotin. Natalie Charlotin is a Brodhead graduate.

“One Gift, One Child serves to prevent orphans and 
reunite families in the impoverished country of Haiti,” the 
news release said. “As a ministry, it provides orphaned 
children, or those put in orphanages by their families, 
safety from abuse, poverty, rejection, slavery, trafficking 
and hatred.

“Their end goal is to provide every child a safe 
environment and eventual reunion with their family. If they 
do not have a family, they are placed into a foster home 
that allows them a safe, loving environment to grow up in.” 

To receive a Walk for Family sponsor sheet or get 
more information, send an email to Welsh at welshkai@
brodhead.k12.wi.us. Sponsor sheets and monetary 
donations will be collected on or before Sept. 26 and 
presented to the Charlotins for One Gift, One Child.

To make a donation online, go to livingwordwi.org 
and click on “giving,” then on “give now” and change the 
designation from “general offering” to “special offering.”

For more information about One Gift, One Child, go 
online to onegiftonechild.org.

The Independent-Register, proudly serving the Brodhead community for 160 years.

Independent • Register
Proudly Serving Green County for 160 Years 75¢
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WWW.INDREG.COM • PAPER@INDREG.COM WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 9, 2020 VOL. 160 • NO. 38

 Right: Natalie Charlotin, a Brodhead High 
School graduate, holds one of the special needs 
children who has received care through One Gift, 
One Child in Haiti. Charlotin is a founder of One 
Gift, One Child. Kaitlyn Welsh, a Brodhead High 
School senior, is organizing a fundraising walk 
to benefit One Gift, One Child. Members of the or-
ganization work to provide medical care and safe 
homes for Haitian special needs children, who are 
often abandoned. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO The Independent-Register

Green County public health of-
ficials reported Monday that seven 
Brodhead High School students 
have tested positive for COVID-19.

The school district immediate-
ly implemented a full virtual plan 

for the high school, to last through 
Sept. 18, according to a post on the 
district’s Facebook page.

The Brodhead School District 
was made aware of a student gath-
ering that occurred the weekend be-

COVID-19 outbreak sends 
high school students home

District, health officials continue monitoring as classes go online until Sept. 18
fore school started and later learned 
that one high school student had 
tested positive as of Sept. 4, ac-
cording to the health department 
news release.

“The district completed contact 
tracing and sent home approximate-
ly 25 students that were considered 
to be close contacts at school,” the 
release said. “The district was also 
able to identify several students 
that had been in attendance at the 
student gathering and these stu-
dents were sent home as well.”

Since then, several more students 
who had attended the gathering have 
tested positive, prompting the health 
department to identify the situation 
as an outbreak, the release said.

The high school was to undergo 
a deep cleaning Sept. 8 and Sept. 9, 

Brodhead Superintendent Leonard 
Lueck said in the news release. 

“The school board will be dis-
cussing their next steps at the Sep-
tember 9th board meeting,” Lueck 
said.

“The Green County Public 
Health Department is working with 
Brodhead School District leader-
ship and staff to conduct a thor-
ough investigation to track, trace 
and contain the virus,” said RoAnn 
Warden, health officer. “We want 
to assure the community, students 
and staff of Brodhead High School, 
and their family members, that ex-
tra steps are being taken to protect 
students and staff to minimize the 
spread of COVID-19.”

According to the release, “In-
vestigation of an outbreak of 

COVID-19 in any setting involves 
the same basic public health prin-
ciples: detection of cases, isolation 
of ill persons, contact tracing, quar-
antine of cases and close contacts, 
laboratory testing and infection 
control measures in the setting to 
prevent additional transmission.”

Public health and school district 
staff members remain in daily com-
munication. 

“Additionally, surveillance 
for ill students or staff are being 
tracked by the schools and report-
ed regularly to public health,” the 
release said. “School and public 
health staff are working together 
to identify close contacts, notify-
ing close contacts of their potential 
exposure, and asking them to quar-
antine.”
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Green County Public Health is opening COVID-19 testing sites in 
Brodhead, Monroe and New Glarus. Preregistration is required for 
the free drive-thru service.

County sets free 
COVID-19 screening

Green County Public Health offi-
cials have announced that beginning 
Sept. 9, Green County will have 
three COVID-19 community testing 
sites.

Free COVID-19 testing will be 
available for anyone 5 years of age 
and older.

Individuals who need to be test-
ed are asked to register online prior 
to getting tested. This is to ensure a 
smooth and efficient process for ev-
eryone, according to a health depart-
ment news release.

Testing will be available while 
supplies last at the drive-thru sites, 
which are at the Monroe National 
Guard Armory, the former Brod-
head Fitness Center and the Swiss 
Center of North America in New 
Glarus.  

Anyone 5 to 17 years old must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian authorized to give consent 
for the COVID-19 test on their be-
half.

People who can be tested at their 
doctor’s office are encouraged to do 
so, the release said.

To register for testing, people are 
asked to follow these steps:

• Pre-register for your test as 

close to the day of your appointment 
as possible at: www.signupgenius.
com/go/70a084caaad23a5f94-green

• You will receive an email with 
a QR code; bring this code to the 
testing site on your smart device or 
printed out.

• If you need assistance with reg-
istering, staff on site will be avail-
able to help you.

Testing is recommended for:
• Individuals experiencing any 

symptoms of COVID-19. People 
with COVID-19 have reported a 
wide range of symptoms ranging 
from mild symptoms to severe ill-
ness. Symptoms may appear two to 
14 days after exposure to the virus.

• Individuals who have been in 
close contact (within 6 feet for about 
15 minutes) with a person with 
COVID-19, regardless of symptoms

• Individuals without symptoms 
who have been instructed by pub-
lic health or a health care provid-
er to get a COVID-19 test for the 
purpose of preventing the spread of 
infection.

To stay up-to-date on COVID-19 
in Green County, visit the Green 
County Public Health website at gc-
publichealth.org and on Facebook. 
Residents also may contact the 
health department at 608-328-9390 
or send an email to info@green-
countywi.org.
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Brodhead student’s project 
helps children in Haiti

Walk set for Sept. 26
Brodhead High School senior Kaitlyn Welsh is turning 

to the local community to help children and families in 
Haiti.

As her senior project, Welsh is organizing the Walk 
for Family on Saturday, Sept. 26. The two-mile walk 
will begin at 9 a.m. at the start of the Sugar River Trail in 
Brodhead. 

Community members also may opt to participate by 
taking their own walking route and collecting donations for 
the cause, Welsh said in a news release.

The walk will raise money for One Gift, One Child, a 
ministry of former Brodhead residents Natalie and Pierre 
Charlotin. Natalie Charlotin is a Brodhead graduate.

“One Gift, One Child serves to prevent orphans and 
reunite families in the impoverished country of Haiti,” the 
news release said. “As a ministry, it provides orphaned 
children, or those put in orphanages by their families, 
safety from abuse, poverty, rejection, slavery, trafficking 
and hatred.

“Their end goal is to provide every child a safe 
environment and eventual reunion with their family. If they 
do not have a family, they are placed into a foster home 
that allows them a safe, loving environment to grow up in.” 

To receive a Walk for Family sponsor sheet or get 
more information, send an email to Welsh at welshkai@
brodhead.k12.wi.us. Sponsor sheets and monetary 
donations will be collected on or before Sept. 26 and 
presented to the Charlotins for One Gift, One Child.

To make a donation online, go to livingwordwi.org 
and click on “giving,” then on “give now” and change the 
designation from “general offering” to “special offering.”

For more information about One Gift, One Child, go 
online to onegiftonechild.org.
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children who has received care through One Gift, 
One Child in Haiti. Charlotin is a founder of One 
Gift, One Child. Kaitlyn Welsh, a Brodhead High 
School senior, is organizing a fundraising walk 
to benefit One Gift, One Child. Members of the or-
ganization work to provide medical care and safe 
homes for Haitian special needs children, who are 
often abandoned. 
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sites.
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Individuals who need to be test-
ed are asked to register online prior 
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that had been in attendance at the 
student gathering and these stu-
dents were sent home as well.”
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Brodhead Superintendent Leonard 
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ship and staff to conduct a thor-
ough investigation to track, trace 
and contain the virus,” said RoAnn 
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staff members remain in daily com-
munication. 

“Additionally, surveillance 
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health staff are working together 
to identify close contacts, notify-
ing close contacts of their potential 
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sites.
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available for anyone 5 years of age 
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ed are asked to register online prior 
to getting tested. This is to ensure a 
smooth and efficient process for ev-
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half.

People who can be tested at their 
doctor’s office are encouraged to do 
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istering, staff on site will be avail-
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homes for Haitian special needs children, who are 
often abandoned. 
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Green County public health of-
ficials reported Monday that seven 
Brodhead High School students 
have tested positive for COVID-19.

The school district immediate-
ly implemented a full virtual plan 

for the high school, to last through 
Sept. 18, according to a post on the 
district’s Facebook page.

The Brodhead School District 
was made aware of a student gath-
ering that occurred the weekend be-

COVID-19 outbreak sends 
high school students home

District, health officials continue monitoring as classes go online until Sept. 18
fore school started and later learned 
that one high school student had 
tested positive as of Sept. 4, ac-
cording to the health department 
news release.

“The district completed contact 
tracing and sent home approximate-
ly 25 students that were considered 
to be close contacts at school,” the 
release said. “The district was also 
able to identify several students 
that had been in attendance at the 
student gathering and these stu-
dents were sent home as well.”

Since then, several more students 
who had attended the gathering have 
tested positive, prompting the health 
department to identify the situation 
as an outbreak, the release said.

The high school was to undergo 
a deep cleaning Sept. 8 and Sept. 9, 

Brodhead Superintendent Leonard 
Lueck said in the news release. 

“The school board will be dis-
cussing their next steps at the Sep-
tember 9th board meeting,” Lueck 
said.

“The Green County Public 
Health Department is working with 
Brodhead School District leader-
ship and staff to conduct a thor-
ough investigation to track, trace 
and contain the virus,” said RoAnn 
Warden, health officer. “We want 
to assure the community, students 
and staff of Brodhead High School, 
and their family members, that ex-
tra steps are being taken to protect 
students and staff to minimize the 
spread of COVID-19.”

According to the release, “In-
vestigation of an outbreak of 

COVID-19 in any setting involves 
the same basic public health prin-
ciples: detection of cases, isolation 
of ill persons, contact tracing, quar-
antine of cases and close contacts, 
laboratory testing and infection 
control measures in the setting to 
prevent additional transmission.”

Public health and school district 
staff members remain in daily com-
munication. 

“Additionally, surveillance 
for ill students or staff are being 
tracked by the schools and report-
ed regularly to public health,” the 
release said. “School and public 
health staff are working together 
to identify close contacts, notify-
ing close contacts of their potential 
exposure, and asking them to quar-
antine.”
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Green County Public Health is opening COVID-19 testing sites in 
Brodhead, Monroe and New Glarus. Preregistration is required for 
the free drive-thru service.

County sets free 
COVID-19 screening

Green County Public Health offi-
cials have announced that beginning 
Sept. 9, Green County will have 
three COVID-19 community testing 
sites.

Free COVID-19 testing will be 
available for anyone 5 years of age 
and older.

Individuals who need to be test-
ed are asked to register online prior 
to getting tested. This is to ensure a 
smooth and efficient process for ev-
eryone, according to a health depart-
ment news release.

Testing will be available while 
supplies last at the drive-thru sites, 
which are at the Monroe National 
Guard Armory, the former Brod-
head Fitness Center and the Swiss 
Center of North America in New 
Glarus.  

Anyone 5 to 17 years old must be 
accompanied by a parent or legal 
guardian authorized to give consent 
for the COVID-19 test on their be-
half.

People who can be tested at their 
doctor’s office are encouraged to do 
so, the release said.

To register for testing, people are 
asked to follow these steps:

• Pre-register for your test as 

close to the day of your appointment 
as possible at: www.signupgenius.
com/go/70a084caaad23a5f94-green

• You will receive an email with 
a QR code; bring this code to the 
testing site on your smart device or 
printed out.

• If you need assistance with reg-
istering, staff on site will be avail-
able to help you.

Testing is recommended for:
• Individuals experiencing any 

symptoms of COVID-19. People 
with COVID-19 have reported a 
wide range of symptoms ranging 
from mild symptoms to severe ill-
ness. Symptoms may appear two to 
14 days after exposure to the virus.

• Individuals who have been in 
close contact (within 6 feet for about 
15 minutes) with a person with 
COVID-19, regardless of symptoms

• Individuals without symptoms 
who have been instructed by pub-
lic health or a health care provid-
er to get a COVID-19 test for the 
purpose of preventing the spread of 
infection.

To stay up-to-date on COVID-19 
in Green County, visit the Green 
County Public Health website at gc-
publichealth.org and on Facebook. 
Residents also may contact the 
health department at 608-328-9390 
or send an email to info@green-
countywi.org.
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STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
ROCK COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE NAME CHANGE OF
Elizabeth Camille 
Rittenhouse

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR
NAME CHANGE HEARING

Case No, 2021 CV 521
NOTICE IS GIVEN:

A Petition was filed asking to 
change the name of the person 
listed above from Elizabeth Ca-
mille Rittenhouse to Eli Carroll 
Rittenhouse. Birth Certificate: 
Elizabeth Camille Lee
IT IS ORDERED:

This Petition will be heard in 
the Circuit Court of Rock Coun-
ty, State of Wisconsin,

HONORABLE JEFFREY S. 
KUGLITSCH

This hearing will take place 
via video and/or telephone con-
ferencing. If you wish to appear 
at the hearing, please contact 
Judge Kuglitsch’s Judicial Assis-
tant at 608-743-2249 at least 48 
hours before the hearing. Sep-
tember 28, 2021, 8:45 a.m.

If you require reasonable ac-
commodations due to a disabil-
ity to participate in the court pro-
cess, please call 608-743-2210 
prior to the scheduled court 
date. Please note that the court 
does not provide transportation.
Date Signed: August 12, 2021
Electronically signed by
Jeffrey S. Kuglitsch
Circuit Court Judge
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED:

Notice of this hearing shall be 
given by publication as a Class 
3 notice for three (3) weeks in a 
row prior to the date of the hear-
ing in the Brodhead Register, a 
newspaper published in Rock 
County, State of Wisconsin,
The Independent Register
8/25, 9/1 & 9/8/2021
WNAXLP 402104

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
GREEN COUNTY

DANE COUNTY CREDIT 
UNION,
    Plaintiff,
  v.
DEREK J. HOLDEN,
    Defendant, and
GREEN CO. CLERK OF 
CIRCUIT COURT, and
STATE OF WISCONSIN, 
DEPARTMENT OF
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES, 
    Added Defendants.
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 

SALE
Case No: 20-CV-000040

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that 
by virtue of a judgment of fore-
closure entered on Decem-
ber 9, 2020, in the amount of 
$105,202.25, the Sheriff will sell 
the described premises at public 
auction as follows:

DATE: September 23, 2021
TIME: 9:00 a.m.
PLACE: Ground Floor Con-

ference Room – Green Co. 
Justice Center

2841 6th St., Monroe, Wis-
consin

TERMS: Pursuant to said 
judgment, 10% of the success-
ful bid must be paid to the sher-
iff at the sale in cash, cashier’s 
check or certified funds, payable 
to Green Co. Clerk of Courts 
(personal checks cannot and 
will not be accepted).  The bal-
ance of the successful bid must 
be paid to the Clerk of Courts in 
cash, cashier’s check or certified 
funds no later than ten (10) days 
after the court’s confirmation of 
the sale or else the 10% down 
payment is forfeited to the plain-
tiff.  The property is sold “as is” 
and subject to all real estate tax-
es, liens and encumbrances.

NOTICE TO THIRD-PARTY 
BIDDERS:  Pursuant to Wiscon-
sin Statute § 846.155, third-par-
ty bidders must meet certain 
qualifications in order to submit 
a bid at sale.  Included in these 
qualifications, a third-party bid-
der may not bid if the third party 
is more than 120 days delin-
quent on property taxes or has 
an unsatisfied court judgment 
related to a violation of a state or 
local building code.  The prohibi-
tion extends to businesses and 

parties with which the third-party 
bidder is connected.  Bids may 
not be later assigned to a per-
son who did not qualify as a 
third-party bidder at the time of 
the sale.

If a third-party is the successful 
bidder at sheriff’s sale, the buyer 
will need to submit an affidavit 
to the court prior to confirmation 
that conforms with Wis. Stat. 
§ 846.155(6).  Please consult 
Wis. Stat. § 846.155 for further 
information on the requirements 
imposed on third-party bidders.

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: 
Lot One (1), Certified Survey 
Map No. 1908, recorded in the 
office of the Register of Deeds 
for Green County, Wisconsin, 
in Volume 6 of Certified Survey 
Maps, page 195 as Document 
No. 360503, located in the Town 
of Exeter, Green County, Wis-
consin.

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 
N8946 Madison St., Belleville, 
WI 53508
Dated: August 17, 2021.
   
Jeffrey S. Skatrud, Sheriff
Green County, Wisconsin

Michael A. Sosnay
Attorney for Plaintiff
Darnieder & Sosnay
735 N. Water St., Suite 205
Milwaukee, WI 53202
The Independent Register
8/25, 9/1 & 9/8/2021
WNAXLP 402156

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
GREEN COUNTY

Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a 
Mr. Cooper,
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
George Pope; Donna L. Pope; 
United States of America; United 
States Attorney, Western District 
of Wisconsin,
    Defendants.

Case No. 2019CV000085
NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE
By virtue of a judgment of fore-

closure made in the above-en-
titled action on September 
24, 2019, in the amount of 
$143,343.02, I will sell at public 
auction in the ground floor in the 
conference room of the Green 
County Justice Center locat-
ed at 2841 6th St., Monroe, WI 
53566, on September 23, 2021, 
at 09:00 AM, all of the following 
described premises, to wit:

Lot 6 of Certified Survey Map 
No. 2179, recorded in Volume 
7 of Certified Survey Maps of 
Green County on Page 145 as 
Document No. 370311 in Sec-
tion 9, Township 2 North, Range 
9 East, Town of Decatur, Green 
County, Wisconsin

Tax Key No. 23012 01920600
Address: N4124 Oak Hill Cir-

cle, Brodhead, WI 53520
THE PROPERTY WILL BE 
SOLD SUBJECT TO ALL LE-
GAL ENCUMBRANCES.
TERMS OF SALE:

1. At the time of sale:  a down-
payment (CASH or CERTIFIED 
FUNDS only) in an amount not 
less than 10% of the successful 
bid; and

2. No later than ten (10) days 
after the Court confirms the sale:

a. The balance due on the 
sale;

b. The amount of the transfer 
fee due under Section 77.22, 
Wis. Stats., if any; and

c. The amount of the fee due 
under Section 59.43(2), Wis. 
Stats., to record the deed and 
any other document required 
for such recordation.
DATED at Brodhead, Wiscon-

sin on August 5, 2021.
/s/ Jeffrey Skatrud

Sheriff of Green County, 
Wisconsin

Bass & Moglowsky, S.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
The Independent Register
9/1, 9/8 & 9/15, 2021
WNAXLP 401493

CORRECTION
TOWN OF AVON

Zoning and Planning Board 
Meeting

Avon Town Hall
September 7th, 2021

@ 7:00 p.m.
16513 W Beloit Newark Rd, 

Brodhead, WI 53520
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

that on Tuesday, September 
7th, 2021 the Zoning and Plan-
ning Board of the Town of Avon 
will be meeting to discuss the 
amendment of the town’s Zoning 
and Planning Ordinance with the 
inclusion of Solar Regulations.

If you approve or have an 
objection to this amendment, 
please express your actions by 
letter, telephone, or in person.  
If we do not hear from you, we 
will infer that you have no objec-
tions.  Letters can be mailed to 
15444 W Skinner Rd, Brodhead, 
WI  53520.  For a telephone 
number of one of the Zoning and 
Planning Board, please contact 
Stephanie Schwartzlow at 608-
921-3656.

Stephanie Schwarzlow
Avon Town Clerk

The Independent Register
9/1/2021
WNAXLP 402685

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT
GREEN COUNTY

PRESTIGE FINANCIAL 
SERVICES INC
c/o Messerli & Kramer PA
3033 Campus Drive Suite 250
Plymouth, MN 55441
    Plaintiff,
  vs.
Randal L. Hawks
1006 21ST ST
TRLR 62
BRODHEAD, WI 53520
    Defendant(s)

SUMMONS
Case Code: 30301
Case No. 21CV115

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above 
as a Defendant(s):

You are hereby notified that 
the Plaintiff named above has 
filed a lawsuit or other legal 
action against you. The Com-
plaint, which is attached, states 
the nature and basis of the legal 
action.

Within forty (40) days of Sep-
tember 1, 2021, you must re-
spond with a written answer, as 
that term is used in Chapter 802 
of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the 
Complaint. The court may re-
ject or disregard an answer that 
does not follow the requirements 
of the statutes, The answer must 
be sent or delivered to the court, 
whose address is Green Coun-
ty Circuit Court, 2841 6th St., 
Monroe, WI 53566-1503 and to 
Messerli & Kramer PA, Plain-
tiff’s attorney, whose address is 
3033 Campus Drive, Ste. 250 
Plymouth, MN 55441. You may 
have an attorney help or repre-
sent you.

If you do not provide a proper 
answer within forty (40) days, 
the court may grant judgment 
against you for the award of 
money or other legal action re-
quested in the Complaint, and 
you may lose your right to ob-
ject to anything that is or may 
be incorrect in the Complaint, 
A judgment may be enforced 
as provided by law. A judgment 
awarding money may become a 
lien against any real estate you 
own now or in the future, and 
may also be enforced by gar-
nishment or seizure of property.

MESSERLI & KRAMER PA
Samuel J. Olson, #1104219 WI

eSigned on 8/24/2021 in Mil-
waukee County, WI

3033 Campus Drive, Ste. 250
Plymouth, MN 55441

cc-litigatino@messerlikramer.
com

Ph#: (763) 548-7900
Fax#: (763) 548-7922

The Independent Register
9/1, 9/8, 9/15/2021
WNAXLP 402756

VILLAGE OF ORFORDVILLE
Notice of Public Hearing

The Planning Commission of the 
Village of Orfordville will meet on 
Monday, September 20, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. to discuss a variance 
to build on a Nonconforming 
lot.  Applicant Jeb McMahon of 
MIC-Man Properties LLC, is re-
questing a variance to be able 
to build a home on a vacant lot 
legally described as PT SW1/4 
Sater’s Addition, Lot 3, located 
on the East side of Sater Street.   
The lot is 66 feet wide, current 
ordinance requires a buildable 
lot to have a minimum of 75 feet 
in width.  The Village Board will 
then hear the Planning Commis-
sion’s recommendation at the 
Regular Board Meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on Monday, September 27, 
2021.  

Adjoining landowners and 
landowners within 100 feet of 
the above mentioned proper-
ty will be notified separately by 
mail.
Sherri Waege
Village Clerk
The Independent Register
9/1, 9/8/2021
WNAXLP 402771

Town of Avon
Regular Monthly Meeting

Avon Town Hall
Tuesday

September 7th, 2021 – 7:30 p.m.
Agenda:

1. Call to Order
2. Approval of Agenda 
3. Minutes from August’s 

Meeting
4. Treasurer’s Report
5. Constable’s Report
6. Payment of Bills
7. Solar Ordinance
    a. Discussion & Action
8. Schedule of Fees
    a. Discussion & Action
9. Dumpster Signage, Surveil-

lance & Website Information
    a. Discussion & Action
10. Set date for Budget Work-

shop
11. Public Input
12. Board Comments
13. Adjournment
May be additional posting that 

will be posted 24 hours in ad-
vance.  The three posting places 
in the Town of Avon are Debbie 
Jean’s, Sugar River Bank, and 
the Avon Town Hall.

Stephanie Schwartzlow
Avon Town Clerk

The Independent Register
9/1/2021
WNAXLP 402866

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
Finance Committee Meeting
Wednesday, September 8, 

2021
HIGH SCHOOL L.M.C.

5:00 P.M.
AGENDA

I. REVIEW BILLS
II. REVIEW BUDGET UP-

DATE
III. ADJOURN

The Independent Register
9/1/2021
WNAXLP 402879

AGENDA
BRODHEAD SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 

MEETING
Wednesday, September 8, 

2021
DISTRICT OFFICE

BOARD ROOM
7:00 P.M.

** BUILDING TOURS WILL 
TAKE PLACE AT 5:30 P.M.,

FOLLOWED BY THE 
REGULAR MEETING **

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/

oiv-jiji-thn 
JOIN BY TELEPHONE:

+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
VI. APPROVAL OF BILLS
VII. INFORMATION RE-

PORTS
VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT PE-

RIOD
AGENDA

IX. ADOPTION OF OCTOBER 
2021 ANNUAL BOARD MEET-
ING AGENDA

X. APPROVAL OF STUDENT 
FUNDRAISERS FOR 2021-22

XI. BOARD MEMBER 
SCHOOL INVOLVEMENT 
SCHEDULE

XII. APPROVAL OF 2020-21 
BUDGET REVISIONS

XIII. REFERENDUM TIME-
LINE

XIV. COVID-19 UPDATE
XV. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
XVI. RESIGNATION(S)
XVII. EMPLOYMENT REC-

OMMENDATION(S)
XVIII. VOLUNTEER RECOM-

MENDATION(S)
XIX. FUTURE AGENDA
XX. ROLL CALL VOTE TO 

CONVENE IN CLOSED SES-
SION PURSUANT TO WI. STS. 
19.85 (1) (c)

        a. Staffing
XXI. ACTION ON CLOSED 

SESSION ITEMS
XXII. ADJOURNMENT

The Independent Register
9/1/2021
WNAXLP 402880

I R Legal Notices
NOTICE

ELECTRONIC WASTE COLLECTION
TOWN OF DECATUR RESIDENTS ONLY

Electronic waste collection will be on Saturday, September 11, 
2021 from 7:00am-11:30am at the Town of Decatur Town Hall, 
which is located at 1408 14th St. Brodhead, WI 53520. Items 
such as: televisions; computers (desktop, laptop, notebook and 
tablet computers); printers (including those that scan, fax, and/
or copy); computer monitors; other computer accessories (in-
cluding keyboards, mice, speakers, external hard drives and 
flash drives); e-readers; DVD players, VCRs and other video 
players (i.e., DVRs); fax machines; and cell phones will be ac-
cepted. Please bring a valid driver’s license or other suffi-
cient proof of residency in the Town to the event.

Sandra K. McManus, Clerk/Treasurer
The Independent Register, 9/1/2021
WNAXLP 402907

• Classes   (Continued from page 2)

for those who have been out 
of school for a long while 
and wish to refresh their 
skills, particularly in writ-
ing and math, for better job 
placement, according to a 
news release.

 “We have outstanding 
instructors who care about 
each student’s success and 
can offer one-on-one instruc-

tion in the areas of math, sci-
ence, social studies and lan-
guage arts,” Brandi Harris, 
program coordinator at the 
Monroe Campus, said in the 
release.

 For more information, 
contact the Monroe Cam-
pus at 608-329-8200 or 
visit blackhawk.edu/Pro 
grams-Classes/GED-HSED.

DAN POWERS/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN/ VIA WISCONSIN WATCH 

Brodhead Independent-Register

 Wisconsin Watch found that Outagamie County Cir-
cuit Judge Vincent Biskupic over the past seven years 
paused the sentences of 16 defendants so they could 
attend drug or alcohol treatment. At least 11 returned 
to jail after participating in treatment, whether they re-
mained in lock-up or were allowed to leave jail for work. 
Biskupic’s unstructured supervision of defendants con-
trasted with the county’s formal drug and alcohol court. 

Defendants faced shifting 
demands in judge’s  
one-man drug court
By Mario Koran, 
Phoebe Petrovic, 
Madeline Fuerstenberg 
and Jack Kelly 
WISCONSIN WATCH

In September 2015, Charles 
Joe Reuter IV knew two things: 
He needed help to beat an opi-
oid addiction that landed him 
behind bars and separated him 
from his two children, and jail 
would not provide the treat-
ment he needed. 

The then-29-year-old Ap-
pleton man faced jail time for 
a domestic battery conviction, 
one of several drug-fueled 
crimes he had committed after 
16 years of drug use morphed 
into heroin addiction. 

Had Reuter served his sen-
tence in jail, he would have 
been free in less than five 
months. But when Outagamie 
County Circuit Court Judge 
Vincent Biskupic agreed to 

pause his jail time so he could 
attend treatment, it sounded ap-
pealing.

“I’ve never gone to jail and 
then gotten out and been better 
for it,” Reuter told Wisconsin 
Watch. 

Biskupic’s offer sounded 
straightforward: Attend treat-
ment, remain sober and update 
the court. Reuter’s progress 
would determine whether he 
would serve the remaining jail 
sentence, Biskupic indicated. 

But as addiction recovery of-
ten goes, Reuter made progress, 
then slid backwards. He attend-
ed multiple treatment centers. 
Court proceedings followed 
each relapse. 

In some ways, Biskupic’s ap-
proach resembles a drug court, 
a model that typically offers of-
fenders a way to minimize legal  

See COURT, Back Page 
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CONTEST RULES
1. Pick the teams listed in each advertisement 
on this page. Indicate the winner by writing in 
the name of the team opposite the advertiser’s 
name in the entry blank. No scores. Just pick 
winners.

2. Pick a number which you think will be the 
highest number of points scored by any one 
team on this page and place this number in 
the space provided near the bottom of entry 
blank. This will be used to break ties and if a tie 
remains, one winner will be chosen via random 
drawing from all correct entries.

3. One entry only from each contestant. 
Entries must be brought to The Independent-
Register office by 4:30 p.m. Friday or  
postmarked no later than Friday of each week 
and mailed to The Independent-Register, 917 
W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI, 53520.

4. Must be ten years of age or older to qualify.

CONTEST

Football 
       Frenzy
Football 
       Frenzy

  Jo
in the 2021

Follow Your 
Hometown 

Teams!
1st Prize $20

2nd Prize $10

• Register Weekly •
402616

MAIL OR BRING ENTRY TO  
THE INDEPENDENT-REGISTER

Letters or entries must be at The Independent-Register 
office by 4:30 p.m. on Friday or postmarked by Friday 

and mailed to:
The Independent-Register
917 West Exchange Street

Brodhead, WI 53520

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
Arn’s Auto Service

Body Crafters

Brodhead Collision

Gary’s Center Tavern

Insight FS

Luecke’s Diamond Center

Monroe One Hour Cleaners

Real Estate Connections

(Reasonable Facsimile Also Accepted)

I think                  will be the most 
points scored by one team.

Age Phone

Name

Address

City

40
26

23

BRODHEAD SERVICE CENTER
W664 STATE ROAD 81 • BRODHEAD, WI 53520

608-897-8671 • brodhead@insightfs.com

AGRONOMY • ENERGY • FEED • GRAIN • TURF
Beloit Turner vs. Watertown Lutheran Prep

FREE LOANER CAR
When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway

Monroe vs. Whitewater 402621

GARY’S CENTER TAVERN
BAR & GRILL

108 N. Water St. • Downtown Albany
608-862-3320

PARTY AT CENTER!  |  Food • Drinks • Fun
Evansville-Albany vs. Jefferson 402619

Quality is No Accident

KEVIN ROTHENBUEHLER
208 1st Center Ave
BRODHEAD  WI  53520

6 0 8 . 8 9 7. 8 2 3 4
f a x  6 0 8 - 8 9 7 - 3 818

e m a i l  b r o d h e a d . c o l l i s i o n @ y a h o o . c o m

Dodgeville vs. Richland Center 402617

Arn’s 
rAdiAtor 

shop
Serving Brodhead for over 27 years.

804 2nd St. • Brodhead, WI • 608-897-8088

Arn’s Auto service
802 2nd Street • Brodhead, WI

Monday-Friday • 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
608-897-3330 

Call or stop by for an appointment.
Computerized Estimates arnsauto@charterinternet.com

24 hours per day • 7 days per week

Arn ToWIng, L.L.c.
87227

Serving Brodhead 
for over 39 years.

Arn’s 
rAdiAtor 

shop
Serving Brodhead for over 27 years.

804 2nd St. • Brodhead, WI • 608-897-8088

Arn’s Auto service
802 2nd Street • Brodhead, WI

Monday-Friday • 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
608-897-3330 

Call or stop by for an appointment.
Computerized Estimates arnsauto@charterinternet.com

24 hours per day • 7 days per week

Arn ToWIng, L.L.c.
87227Arn’s 

rAdiAtor 
shop

Serving Brodhead for over 27 years.

804 2nd St. • Brodhead, WI • 608-897-8088

Arn’s Auto service
802 2nd Street • Brodhead, WI

Monday-Friday • 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
608-897-3330 

Call or stop by for an appointment.
Computerized Estimates arnsauto@charterinternet.com

24 hours per day • 7 days per week

Arn ToWIng, L.L.c.
87227

Computerized Estimates  - casey@arnsauto.com

402624

Clinton vs. Dodgeland

elmerteam.cxn@gmail.com
Jerry Elmer: 608-558-3015

Ann-Marie Elmer: 608-558-3016

608.897.9500 Brokers/Owners

40
26

22

McFarland vs. Edgewood

WWW.REALESTATECONNECTIONS.COM

Let us bring new life to your tired, 
wrinkled clothing, accessories and more!

From dressy to casual – you 
can now look great and 

feel good EVERYDAY!

MONROE ONE HOUR CLEANERS
1629 9th St., Monroe • 608-325-5860

Parkview vs. Lancaster 402620

On The Square, MOnrOe, WI • 608-325-2600
hOurS: MOn-FrI 9aM-5pM, SaT 9aM-4pM

regISTered JeWelerS
aMerIcan geM SOcIeTy

40
26

18

Brodhead-Juda vs. New Glarus/Monticello

PLEASE PATRONIZE THESE SPONSORS 
WHO MAKE THIS CONTEST POSSIBLE!!!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

FIRST WEEK FOOTBALL FRENZY WINNERS
There were 7 entries from two area communities in the first week of  

The Independent-Register’s Football Frenzy Contest. 
The first place winner of $20 was Doug Rezner of Brodhead with 6 correct answers 
and 47 as the most points scored. The second place winner of $10 was Lynette Von 
Allman of Albany with 6 correct answers. The most points scored by one team was 

Johnson Creek vs. Palmyra Eagle with a score of 67-6.  
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Football Frenzy Contest this week 

and a special thanks to all our sponsors who make this contest possible.
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CLASSIFIED    7

Don’t wait!
Call today to place your classified 

ads with the Rock Valley Publishing 
newspapers. Call 608-897-2193.

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
608.897.2193

or 262.728.3411
 to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

employment for sale rentals & real estate automotive services offered

 help wanted  transportation

 garage sale

  business 
 & service

IT’S GARAGE SALE 
TIME AGAIN! v v v v v v

v v v v v v
FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

 real
 estate

 for rent

SEASONAL TRUCK DRIVER 
needed for Harvest. Class A 

CDL. Farm experience helpful. 
Additional opportunity for 

Driver with Tank Endorsement. 
PLEASE TEXT 608-751-1059 40

24
56

Drivers

 for sale

SPINHIRNE 
TRANSFER

Looking for drivers.
Must have good driving record.

We are local and regional commodity hauling company.
We provide a very competitive hourly wage plus paid 

vacation.

Contact Greg Spinhirne at 815-275-4215 
to schedule an interview

402686

Full-Time Opportunities Available

Call to Schedule a PHONE INTERVIEW

RING

TEXT

 97211
ColonyJobs

OR APPLY ONLINE@ColonyBrands .com

1st, 2nd, & 3rd SHIFTS

to

Now
& Affiliates 

BONUS!
1,000 $

Stay

FORKLIFT OPERATORS
SANITATION WORKERS
BAKERY LINEWORKERS
PRODUCTION WORKERS

$14.00 UP
TO $17.50 PER

HOUR

Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V/H

MUST BE 16 
YEARS OLD

800-487-9477

MONROE, WI

Part-Time - Flexible Scheduling

402625

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

Misc Services
DISH NETWORK. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast In-
ternet, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-866-290-9532

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
948-3442

GENERAC STANDBY GENER-
ATORS provide backup power 
during utility power outages, so 
your home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare now. 
Free 7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-888-355-
6955

Tree Service
HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed 
and insured, aerial bucket and 
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency 
service. 608-879-9014

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

Apartments
MEADOW PARK APART-
MENTS 703 Meadow Park 
Drive, Clinton. One bedroom 
apartment, includes stove, re-
frigerator, all utilities, laundry 
room, locked lobby and parking. 
You pay 30% of income for rent. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 608-
676-4278.

Orfordville Garage Sales
1917 S. STATE ROAD Sept. 3, 4, 5, & 6 - 9-5pm.  Handtools, power 
tools, 30T press, band saw, planer joiner, Farmall M & H, John Deere 
B, all terrain mower, Farmall parts & wheel weights, Hobart welder 
140 wire feed, some household items, & Misc.

Automobiles
1995 CADILLAC SEVILLE  SLS 
Good cond., 81,800 mi., all elec 
acsessories work. 262-537-3202 
$3,800 OBO

2005 DODGE DURANGO One 
owner, runs great, tires are good, 
been serviced as needed, body 
rust, a good SUV. $3,200 OBO. 
262-767-0926 or 262-661-6990

2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 
Great shape, runs great. Many 
new parts! $3000. OBO. Call 
262-745-2294.

2008 FORD FUSION SEL Load-
ed car. New brakes, tires, rotors, 
calipers. Beautiful condition. No 
rust. 5 speed, 205,000 miles. 
$3,500 OBO. Pete 414-801-
2360.

Boats
16 FT. WHITEHAUL WOOD 
Sailing/Row Boat. Latstrake Con-
struction 5’ beam, includes trail-
er, canvas cover, 2 oars, Gaff Rig 
Sail & swing down keel. $7,000 
OBO. 815-885-3360.

1973 CRUISERS 17’, 70hp Merc 
w/trailer, runs great, $1500 obo. 
815-347-0496

2005 21’ CHAPARRAL SSI W/
trailer, 8.3 Merc MPI V6 190 HP 
368 hrs. extras. Excellent cond. 
$15,900. 262-308-6201

JON BOAT 6hp Evinrude, on 
trailer, spare tire, recent tune up. 
$500 815-499-6699

ROUNDABOUT BOAT 14’ alu-
minum, 18hp outboard engine 
Evinrude. Needs some work. Call 
847-445-2334. Leave message 
for Morris.

SMOKER -16.5” On trailer. 30HP 
Evinrude Never been in water. 2 
tanks, foot control troller. $4,500 
Text (262) 989-4112

Campers and RVs
2000 DAMON DAYBREAK  34’ 
gas RV, 1 lg. slide, hydraulic lev-
elers, 2 AC, generator, 54k mi., 
awnings, runs great. $15k obo. 
815-347-0496

2014 26 FT. SKYLINE WALK-
ABOUT 23LC pull behind Camp-
er. Excellent condition. Selling 
because of health. Everything 
included. $20,900. OBO. 414-
218-6398.

2016 KEYSTONE RV 27 ‘ Sprint-
er Campfire. Call for info 262-
470-4083

2019 HEARTLAND RG28 Toy-
hauler, like brand new. Pull with 
1/2 ton pick up. List $34,000, 
asking $25,000. Many extras. 
608-339-2424.

Farm Machinery
CUB LOWBOY 154 Underbelly 
mower. Extra tires, belts & parts. 
$3,200. 262-822-7895.

Motorcycles
(2) HONDA NX650 DOMINA-
TORS 1988 w/14K  with gps pipe 
& jet kit. 1989 w/8K with arrow 
pipe & jet kit. Both astro-metal-
ic blue & great cond. $5000 ea. 
OBO. (262) 945-3190

2002 HARLEY DAVIDSON 
V-ROD- $10,400 - unique oppor-
tunity to purchase an iconic mo-
torcycle with 447 original miles. 
Held in dealer collection for 15 
years then by private owner for 
the last four years. 262-492-8206

2006 CLASSIC KAWASAKI 
Black w/shield, low mi, good con-
dition. $5,500.  224-399-9400.

Parts & 
Accessories

USED 16K LB HUSKEY 5TH 
wheel trailer hitch. Asking $275. 
815-233-2628

Sports/Classic 
Cars

1934 FORD PICK UP. LT-1 
350,400 Hp Chev. Polished ram 
intake, 6-97 carbs, turbo 400 
trans. Chevelle 12 bolt posi. 
Crager mag wheels. 847-838-
1916

1940 RAT ROD Rolling Chasis.  
Asking $2500.  Call 608-214-
0668.

1987 COUGAR 20th Anniversa-
ry, 118K, owned since 1989. Ex-
cellent condition. $3500. Can text 
or call (262) 989-4112

2005 Mustang Convertible ex. 
cond. $7100. 815-947-9082

AMC CARS & PARTS For sale. 
Text (262) 989-4112

AVENGER  FORD GT40 Mid 
eng., Buick turbo v-6, 4 sp., tube 
frame w/roll bar, silver, w/chin 
spoiler. Wt. 2,140lbs. 847-838-
1916.

MANTA MIRAGE, STREET 
CAN AM  RACE CAR S. B. C., 4 
spd. tube frame, custom wheels, 
chrome yellow, show winner, fast. 
847-838-1916

Trucks & Trailers
2001 4x4 F350 7.3 Power stroke 
work truck. Turn key, over $6500. 
invested, asking $5000. 608-339-
2424.

4 GOODYEAR HEAVY DUTY 
TIRES LT265 70R 18, 75% tread. 
$200. 815-499-6699

‘87 FORD 150 with topper.  Su-
per nice grill guard with fog 
lights, lights in sun visor.  Built 
in lights-rare for parts or restore.  
$400 cash.  608-325-5803

Vans, Mini Vans
2006 MAZDA MINI VAN Roscoe, 
IL. 90,000 miles, one owner, sell-
ing as is. $2,500 815-543-0960

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN 
ADS cannot be credited or re-
funded after the ad has been 
placed. Ads canceled before 
deadline will be removed from 
the paper as a service to our 
customers, but no credit or 
refund will be issued to your 
account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required.

t Tell us what is happening in the photo.

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit.

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEBSITE, indreg.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER!

393098

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

news@indreg.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

• Court   (Continued from page 5)

consequences if they remain so-
ber, crime-free and participate 
in a structured program. Outag-
amie County has offered a drug 
and alcohol treatment court 
since 2009. 

Instead, Reuter found himself 
in an ad hoc drug court run by 
Biskupic — one without a clear 
timeline and with changing ex-
pectations. 

Biskupic declined to be inter-
viewed for this story. But in a 
statement emailed by his attor-
ney, Biskupic said that Outag-
amie County judges, attorneys 
and social workers have sought 
sentencing options that allow 
defendants to seek treatment for 
drugs and alcohol in response to 
a 10-year rise in crimes related 
to substance abuse. Biskupic 
said none of the cases have been 
appealed or reversed by higher 
courts — suggesting the ap-
proach was appropriate.

Between September 2015 
and January 2018, Reuter was 
scheduled to meet with Biskupic 
at least 13 times for “review 
hearings” to update the judge on 
his life and treatment progress. 
On one occasion, after Reuter 
missed a court appearance, Bi-
skupic issued an arrest warrant. 
The judge set no date for when 
the supervision would end. 

In 2018, after Reuter walked 
away from treatment, Biskupic 
ordered him back to jail to sit 
the remainder of his sentence, 
awarding no credit for his time 
in treatment. 

For Reuter, a sentence that 
would have meant less than five 
months in jail stretched on for 
more than two years. His was 
not an isolated case. 

In 2016, Biskupic temporar-
ily released from jail another 
defendant, Christopher Kart-
sounes, so he could attend drug 
and alcohol treatment. Kart-
sounes did so, but Biskupic then 
refused to close his case until he 
found stable housing. Eventual-
ly, Kartsounes relapsed, prompt-
ing Biskupic to order him back 
to jail to complete his sentence. 

Had Kartsounes simply sat his 
jail term from the beginning, 
he’d have been free more than 
six months earlier. 

Kartsounes struggled to find 
permanent housing while his 
case with Biskupic remained 
open and said the open-ended 
sentence accelerated a down-
ward spiral that led to prison. 

Reuter said he holds no 
animosity toward Biskupic, 
whom he described as a “caring 
judge,” and accepts responsibil-
ity for relapsing. But he also said 
the small degree of freedom Bi-
skupic gave him ultimately hurt 
him.

“Give someone enough rope, 
they’ll hang themselves,” Reu-
ter said. 

Stayed sentences, 
vague promises 

In some cases, Biskupic has 
embraced open-ended sentenc-
ing since then-Gov. Scott Walk-
er appointed him to the bench 
in 2014. Only a handful of Wis-
consin judges handle cases sim-
ilarly — and Biskupic is by far 
the biggest practitioner, a Wis-
consin Watch analysis found. 

Over the past seven years, 
Biskupic has also used the tactic 
as an incentive for defendants to 
obtain their GEDs or pay fines, 
restitution and court costs. In 
court, he used vague language 
to explain the arrangements, set-
ting no end-date. 

Within that time, Biskupic 
called at least 46 defendants in-
volved in 52 cases back to court 
for repeated review hearings 
and issued arrest warrants for 
failures to appear, court docu-
ments show. 

The sentences Biskupic is-
sued typically depended on de-
fendants’ sobriety. All had been 
on probation — a sentence that 
allows someone to remain in 
the community so long as they 
stay crime-free, report to a pro-
bation agent and follow a list of 
rules — but had their probation 
revoked for violating rules be-
fore Biskupic began supervising 

them.
Typically, judges send de-

fendants to jail or prison when 
their probation is revoked. But 
Biskupic “stayed” their sentenc-
es, pausing their jail terms while 
they attended treatment. He 
could either stay that sentence 
permanently or, if defendants 
floundered, he could lift the stay, 
sending defendants back to jail.

The arrangement gives de-
fendants the chance to avoid 
additional jail time or close their 
cases early. But Kartsounes and 
Reuter’s months in treatment 
only lengthened their supervi-
sion. 

Of the 16 defendants whose 
sentences Biskupic paused so 
they could attend drug or al-
cohol treatment, at least 11 re-

turned to jail after participating 
in treatment, whether they re-
mained in lock-up or were al-
lowed to leave jail for work.

Sobriety, with a 
carrot and stick

As the war on drugs escalat-
ed in the late 1980s, drug courts 
emerged as an avenue to keep 
low-level drug offenders from 
filling jails and prisons. They 
have drawn bipartisan support. 

Aside from its drug and al-
cohol court, Outagamie County 
runs a court designed for veter-
ans — which Biskupic oversees 
— another for defendants with 
mental health issues, and a court 
allowing low-level defendants 
to avoid formal probation.

Criteria for admission varies 
by the type of court, but offend-
ers convicted of violent crimes 
are typically excluded.

Some drug and alcohol courts 
offer low-level offenders a way 
to avoid criminal convictions 
upon successful completion 
of the program. In Outagamie 
County, it is primarily offered 
to allow people on probation to 
avoid prison pending comple-
tion, said Circuit Court Judge 
Mitchell Metropulos, who over-
sees the drug and alcohol court. 

“If they fail our court they 
will likely have their supervi-
sion revoked and will go to pris-
on or face a lengthy county jail 
term,” Metropulos said.

Traditionally only about one-
third of offenders who complete 
drug court programs later com-
mit new crimes, he added, com-
pared to two-thirds of those who 
are incarcerated or complete tra-
ditional probation.

Drug court participants typ-
ically take at least a year and a 
half to finish, Metropulos said. 
At the outset, participants re-
ceive a drug and alcohol assess-
ment and begin treatment. They 
undergo counseling and attend 
support groups, Metropulos 
said. Those needing stable hous-
ing are often routed to sober liv-
ing houses.

A team of professionals 
guide participants, including 
a program point-person who 
coordinates treatment services, 
a probation agent who meets 
regularly with participants and 
a treatment provider represen-
tative. The drug court judge and 
representatives from the district 
attorney’s and public defender’s 
office also take part. 

In court, each participant 
stands before the judge and re-
caps their past week. If the team 
identifies progress, they may 
receive a $5 convenience store 
gift card.

“Positive reinforcement 
works much better as a behav-
ioral modification tool than neg-
ative reinforcement,” said Ber-
nie Vetrone, Outagamie Coun-
ty’s director of criminal justice 
treatment services.

Success in treatment earns 
new freedoms or fewer check-
ins, and could potentially close 
a case early. But those who fail 
can pay a heavy price, serving 
the time behind bars they aimed 
to avoid. 

Unstructured program
 Unlike in official drug or 

alcohol courts, Biskupic alone 
called the shots in his model. 
Review hearings stood in for 
the weekly court appearances 
required by the drug court pro-
gram. He offered no treatment 
team or structured program.

It often fell on defendants to 
contact a county-contracted co-
ordinator to secure treatment, 
court records indicate — no 
easy task for inmates lacking 
free access to phone and inter-
net. 

Vetrone, whose department 
helps coordinate several pro-
grams for offenders in the coun-
ty, said he was not immediately 
familiar with Biskupic’s ap-
proach. 

Vetrone called Biskupic a 
diligent judge and said his ap-
proach, as described, could 
mean more accountability for 
low-level offenders who may 
fall through the cracks of tradi-
tional probation.

“Is it normal? Not really. But 
is it inappropriate? No, not, in 
my opinion,” Vetrone said of 
Biskupic’s approach.  

Drug court criticism
Nationally, about 3,700 drug 

courts exist today. But as the 
treatment model proliferated, 
some experts have raised con-
cerns about exaggerated bene-
fits and minimized risks.  

About half of all drug court 

participants nationally ultimate-
ly fail. That’s an understated 
concern about such programs, 
said Kerwin Kaye, an associate 
professor of sociology at Wes-
leyan University and author of a 
book about drug courts.

Between 2014 and 2020, 
Outagamie County’s official 
drug and alcohol court saw 57 
graduations and 57 terminations 
or withdrawals — in line with 
the national average. 

In his research, Kaye found 
that drug court coordinators of-
ten fail to properly underscore 
the consequences of failing to 
complete a program before par-
ticipants agree to it. 

Kartsounes mistakenly be-
lieved that completing treatment 
would waive his jail time. Even 
with guidance from a public 
defender, he said, he only un-
derstood the deal in its broadest 
terms. In the end, Kartsounes 
said his prolonged case with 
Biskupic prompted further legal 
trouble that ultimately landed 
him in state prison. 

In the nearly two years Re-
uter’s case with Biskupic re-
mained open, he attended four 
separate treatment programs. 
During periods of sobriety, 
Biskupic praised Reuter and 
encouraged him to keep pursu-
ing his education at Fox Valley 
Technical College.

But in 2018, after he walked 
away from a local treatment 
program before completing it 
— a “bonehead decision” driv-
en by a compulsion to get high, 
Reuter said in court — Biskupic 
finally ordered him back to jail.

“This file has to wind down. 
You have done more than most 
people,” Biskupic told Reuter, 
adding later: “We’re to the point 
where, you know, at least from 
my situation, I can’t do much 
more.” 

Reuter was not credited for 
his time in treatment. To Kaye, 
that represents one of the big-
gest concerns, for Biskupic’s 
model and for treatment courts 
writ large. 

“Don’t penalize people for 
trying to do treatment. You 
should, under no circumstances, 
end up with a longer prison sen-
tence after having gone through 
a drug court than you would 
have gotten otherwise,” Kaye 
said. 

Phoebe Petrovic is a Report 
for America corps member. 
This piece was produced for 
the NEW News Lab, a local 
news collaboration in North-
east Wisconsin. The nonprofit 
Wisconsin Watch (www.Wiscon 
sinWatch.org) collaborates with 
WPR, Wisconsin PBS, other 
news media and the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison School 
of Journalism and Mass Com-
munication. All works created, 
published, posted or dissemi-
nated by Wisconsin Watch do 
not necessarily reflect the views 
or opinions of UW-Madison or 
any of its affiliates.

DAN POWERS/USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN/VIA WISCONSIN WATCH 
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 In 2016, Outagamie County Circuit Judge Vincent Bi-
skupic temporarily released Christopher Kartsounes 
from jail, so he could attend drug and alcohol treatment. 
Kartsounes completed the program, but Biskupic then 
refused to close his case until he found stable housing. 
Eventually, Kartsounes relapsed. After he did, Biskupic 
ordered him back to jail to complete his sentence. Kart-
sounes says his case with Biskupic only accelerated a 
downward spiral that resulted in more alcohol-related 
charges and landed him in prison. 
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