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Register soon for Boater Safety Education Courses
Sheriff Fell announces the 

Rock County Sheriff’s Office 
will offer two Boater Safety 
Education Courses this spring. 

Anyone born on or after Jan. 
1, 1989, is required to com-
plete a Boater Safety Educa-
tion Course to legally operate 
a motorized boat or personal 
watercraft (PWC) on Wiscon-
sin waters. 

It is recommended that par-
ticipants be at least 12 years of 
age or turn 12 shortly following 
completion of the class.

Class #1
Mandatory registration is 

Tuesday, Feb. 28, 6 p.m. at the 
Rock County Fairgrounds – 
Craig Center, 1301 Craig Ave, 
Janesville.

The class is Saturday, March 
18, from 8 a.m. tp 2 p.m. at the 
Rock County Fairgrounds – 
Craig Center.

Class #2
Mandatory registration is 

Tuesday, April 25, 6 p.m. at the 
Edgerton Conservation Club, 
900 Stoughton Rd, Edgerton

The class is Saturday, May 
13, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
Edgerton Conservation Club.

Registration is now open for 
Class #1. Complete the online 
enrollment form to reserve a 
seat.

Class size is limited to 30 
students. Upon submission of 
the online enrollment form, the 
submitter will see an onscreen 
confirmation message with in-

formation on the mandatory 
in-person registration meeting. 
Registration for Class #2 will 
open the week of April 10.

Enroll at www.co.rock.
wi.us/departments/sheriff-s-of-
fice/recreational-patrol/boat-
er-education. 

A class fee of $10 per stu-
dent will be collected at the 
in-person registration meeting. 
The student and a parent or 
legal guardian if the student is 
underage must attend the man-
datory registration meeting in 
order for the student to take the 
course. Students will receive 
course materials at the in-per-
son registration meeting.

Please direct any questions 
to Deputy Trevor Lund at trev-
or.lund@co.rock.wi.us.

Brodhead Library 
may refine lost or 
damaged book policy
By Dan Moeller
CORRESPONDENT 

The Brodhead Memorial 
Public Library Board discussed 
changes to several policies at its 
meeting last week. 

The board discussed clarifi-
cations to its policies regarding 
lost or damaged books or oth-
er items, its policy regarding 
financial accounts, and its pol-
icies regarding the public meet-
ing room.

Library director Kyle Domer 
said the policy that patrons are 
discouraged from purchasing 
their own copies of lost or dam-
aged books “was super vague.” 
The payment policy just needs 
to be clearly articulated, he 
said. 

The policy states that the re-
placement of lost or damaged 
items is discouraged and any 
exceptions must be approved 
by the library director. If any 
replacement is allowed, the 
replacement must be a new 
and an exact match for the lost 
items including the binding 
type. In addition, patrons are 
still liable for any processing 
fees the library may assess. 

Domer noted that a book 
could be years old and in deteri-
orated condition but the policy 
still calls for a new book. Also, 
some books don’t need to be 
replaced if the library wants the 
shelf space, he said, particular-
ly if there are already multiple 
copies.

In an interview later, Domer 
said as a new director he has 
never spoken in depth with the 
board about how it wants him 
to handle the replacements.   

“We had a patron that had a 
damaged item that she wished 
to try and find her own re-
placement copy. I just wanted 
to clarify with the board what 
their wishes in terms of han-
dling those types of situations 
were.”

He also wants some clarifi-
cations on the meeting room 
policy, especially for private 

gatherings such as birthday par-
ties and other types of private 
celebrations. 

The cleaning fee is $50 per 
hour of cleaning and groups are 
responsible for any damages to 
the library. 

“Part of that discussion 
should be an adult to child ra-
tio,” Domer said.

The board agreed that the 
library should make the library 
facilities as wide open for use 
as possible.

Also, Domer is reviewing 
the financial policies and feels 
the language could be more 
specific regarding the library’s 
fund balance and money in re-
serve. He said the library needs 
to figure what percentage is 
appropriate to have in the fund 
balance above and beyond its 
operational cost. “Again, we 
need to do the same thing for 
the reserve money.”

He also said regarding in-
vesting options that “no deci-
sion should come at the risk 
of losing that (fund) initial 
balance.” Also, he stressed the 
desirability to invest money in a 
financial instrument that allows 
for liquidity.

The board discussed the 
meeting room policy, financial 
policy and policy on damaged 
or lost books and laid over ac-
tion on all of them until at least 
next month.

The board also laid over ac-
tion on approving the annual 
report until a special meeting 
this week. Domer said he was 
close to finalizing the annual 
report, a report he is doing for 
the first time after becoming di-
rector in September.

In other matters, Domer said:
• There were 3,653 items 

checked out in January to 1,630 
patrons. That was almost dou-
ble the number of patrons from 
the previous January. There 
were 201 attendees in January 
at 15 events and activities for 
active programming. “We con-
tinue to have all of our craft kits 

go out.”
• There was a good turnout 

for the January family movie 
with 25 people. “We’re hope-
ful we have as many or more 
for this month.” The movie this 
Saturday at 12:30 p.m. will be 
“Strange World.” An added bo-
nus is that the library provides 
free popcorn. Movies are held 
the third Saturday of the month 
unless the library is closed for 
a holiday.

• Both the Lego club and the 
book club continue to be well 
attended.

• There were quite a few ap-
plicants who responded to the 
part-time library job opening. 
The position involves staffing 
the front desk and possibly 
some programming duties. He 
and assistant library director 
Crystal Willegal and a board 
member will be interviewing 
the three most viable candi-
dates who each have previous 
library experience.

• The cost of snow removal 
so far “wasn’t too bad because 
we had kind of a gap where it 
didn’t snow a whole lot.”

• He reimbursed the library 
for the $28 registration cost for 
the library legislation day in 
Madison that he wasn’t able to 
attend for personal reasons. “I 
felt bad,” he said.

• He did a small January 
book order so they can reduce 
some of the processing backlog 
that’s accumulated. February 
and March will probably be a 
little bigger, he said.

• He thinks a good way to 
spend down some of their book 
money would be to update clas-
sic children’s titles. “We’ve no-
ticed some of them are sort of 
shabby.” 

• WPPI Energy will pay for 
upgrades to the lights. Domer 
will look into ways to lessen 
the water buildup outside the li-
brary doors and move the mois-
ture away from that area.

  “Anything to make it safer,” 
said one board member. 
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 Pictured (from left) at a recent rehersal for the play are Alli (Buckets) Leutenegger, 
Melanie Zentner, Emily Duvall, Melissa Schnepper and Kate Eliasson. Not pictured is 
Denise Plantenberg.

Monroe Theatre Guild begin 
season with ‘Steel Magnolias’

At their annual meeting 
on Jan. 10, Monroe Theatre 
Guild announced their 2023 
Colony Brands Season. The 
new year begins with “Steel 
Magnolias”, directed by Jen-
nie Lembach. 

Jennie shared her person-
al relationship to the story 
having lost a family mem-
ber to diabetes, making this 
a must-direct for her along-
side Assistant Director, Jo-
nah Levia. Jennie wanted to 
work with a smaller cast, and 
she will as the cast features 
only six actresses; Kate Eli-
asson as Truvy, Alli Buckets 
as Annelle, Melanie Zentner 
as Clairee, Emily Duvall as 
Shelby, Melissa Schnepper 
as M’Lynn, and Denise Plan-
tenberg as Ouiser. 

Written by Robert Harling, 
“Steel Magnolias” tells the 
story of a group of women 
who are, as the title suggests, 
delicate as magnolias but 
tough as steel. In synopsis, 
Truvy runs a successful beau-
ty salon in Chinquapin, Lou-
isiana, where all the ladies 
in the neighborhood have a 
standing Saturday appoint-
ment. Along with her eager 
new assistant, Annelle, Truvy 

styles the hair of many of the 
women about town: wealthy 
widow and former first lady 
of Chinquapin, Clairee, local 
curmudgeon Ouiser, com-
passionate career woman 
M’Lynn, and her daughter 
Shelby, the prettiest girl in 
town. Shelby’s wedding is 
the talk of the town, but the 
joy of her special day quickly 
turns to concern as she faces 
a risky pregnancy and a myr-
iad of health complications 
due to her long history with 
diabetes. When Shelby dies 
from the complications of the 
disease, M’Lynn has to deal 
with the most difficult chal-
lenge: the loss of one’s child. 
As the women make their 
way together over life’s many 
hurdles they find comfort, 
with a fair amount of verbal 
ribbing, in one another. 

Monroe Theatre Guild is 
also sponsoring a theme-
based silent auction with all 
proceeds going directly to 
the American Diabetes As-
sociation. In keeping with 
the setting of the play and 
the underlying story of the 
devastating effects of diabe-
tes, the auction will feature 
donated items and gift certif-

icates from local hair salons 
and barber shops. To make an 
auction donation for this wor-
thy cause, please reach out to 
MTG at info@monroethe-
atre.com. Items for bid can 
be viewed on the MTG web-
site starting March 1, and in 
the MTG lobby during Steel 
Magnolias’ performances. 
The silent auction wraps up 
during the intermission of the 
final performance on March 
19. Successful bidders need 
not be present to win.

The show will have six 
performances on the Colony 
Brands Stage: March 10 at 
7 p.m., March 11 at 7 p.m., 
March 12 at 2 p.m., March 17 
at 7 p.m., March 18 at 7 p.m., 
with the final performance 
March 19 at 2 p.m.. Tick-
ets are available on MTG’s 
website, monroetheatre.com, 
under the BUY TICKETS 
tab. If you do not have ac-
cess to the internet or would 
like to purchase your ticket 
in person, tickets can also be 
purchased exclusively at the 
MTG Ticket Window Tues-
days and Thursdays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at 910 16th 
Avenue, Monroe, or by call-
ing 608-325-1111. 
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DON’S    
APPLIANCE 
REPAIR

Don Thompson, Jr.

MOST BRANDS

608-365-2893
608-290-2511

Kenmore l Whirlpool
Maytag l GE

39
22

24

Brodhead Dental Clinic

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com

702 23rd St.
Brodhead, WI 53520
Mon. & Wed. 8am-5pm • Tues. 8am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Closed Fri.

Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com

39
22

26

When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447
425221

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway

Murray’s Auto 
Salvage, Inc.

Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles • Sell Used Parts
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,

Closed Sundays and Holidays

6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI

608-879-2525 430183

For more info call toll free 888-825-2005 or visit us at  
565 E. Main St, Evansville, or on the web at WWW.LITEWIRE.NET 

��
��
��

Do You Live in the Country? 
Get Rural High-Speed Internet Service: 

• No Phone Line Required! 
• Local Technical Support!
• No Monthly Data Limits! 

Broadband Internet 

39
22

33

Let us help your business 
grow, while you get more 

bang for your buck! 

The Independent-Register FREE Shopping News is an invited guest 
in over 10,000 homes each week – to be included, call us at 608-897-2193.

THE PROFESSIONALS
at Your Service...

43
10

25

608-289-2891
Wholesale & Retail limestone
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

Ryan Farm
Quarries
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LINDA WILSON
Linda Wilson, age 79, 

passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by her children on 
Feb. 8, 2023, at Oak Park 
Place in Janesville after a cou-
rageous battle with cancer.

Linda was born on June 29, 
1943 in Monroe, the daughter 
of Willis and Janet (Marsh) 
Williams. Linda married her 
childhood sweetheart, Wally 
Wilson at the Juda Method-
ist Church on Sept. 19, 1964. 
Linda babysat until her chil-
dren were in school, then she 
worked at the Bank of Brod-
head and the Monroe Clinic 
until she retired.

Linda enjoyed many bus 
trips throughout the United 
States and Canada, bowling, 
card club, playing the slots, 
tending to her beautiful flower 
beds and most of all, quilting.

Linda is survived by her 
children, Michelle (Dale) 
Roth, Darci (Jim) Lewis and 
Eric Wilson (Mary Back-
enger); grandchildren, Logan 
and Jacob Wilson, Mikaela 
and Brianna Roth, J.D. and 
Jimmy Lewis, Anna Back-
enger and five great-grand-
children. She is further sur-
vived by her sibling, Greg 

(Carol) Wil-
liams and 
Steven Wil-
liams and 
many niec-
es, nephews 
and other 
relatives and 
friends.

L i n d a 
was preceded in death by her 
parents, Willis and Janet, her 
husband Wally, her sister, 
Sherry and a special family 
member, Walter Williams.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als can be directed to the fam-
ily in her memory.

Funeral services were held 
at the DL Newcomer Funeral 
Home in Brodhead on Feb. 
14. A visitation was also held 
at the funeral home on Feb. 13 
and on Feb. 14 until the time 
of services. Burial concluded 
at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Brodhead.

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you 
to the Monroe Clinic Oncol-
ogy department, the Brod-
head EMS, Oak Park Place 
in Janesville, Agrace Hospice 
Care and staff in Janesville 
and Leah Foley at Joyce’s 
Home Care.

WAYNE EDWARD 
SCHEIDER

Wayne Edward Scheider, 
age 80, passed away on Feb. 
6, 2023, at the Mercy Hospi-
tal in Janesville. 

Wayne was born on May 
29, 1942 in Ill., the son 
of Glen and Ethel (Fryer) 
Scheider. He married Judy 
Kuhl on December 28, 1962 
at the Martintown Communi-
ty Church in Martintown. 

Since Judy passed away 
8 ½ years ago, Wayne had 
wanted to be with her and 
always said when he goes he 
will be happy again. 

Wayne was so happy living 
with his son Dan since his re-
tirement to take care of him. 
Wayne enjoyed going places 
with Tammy and Paul when 
he was feeling good. Wayne 
enjoyed camping with Tam-
my, Paul, Jenna, Brandon 
and Bristol, watching Bray-
don play football and was so 
proud of all his grandchildren 
and his great grandchildren. 

Wayne was a member and 
the past president of the Gar-
den Club for many years and 
loved all of his flowers and 
gardening around the house. 
Wayne enjoyed riding around 
in the yard on his scooter and 
picking dandelions or gar-
dening. Wayne grew up on a 
farm and loved his horses. He 
helped as a 4-H leader and 
helped his kids in showing 
horses and with barrel racing. 
He later helped his garden 
club with float entries, led 
many parades with his hors-
es and flag banners and for 
many years was the town 

Santa. 
W a y n e 

is survived 
by his chil-
dren, Dan 
S c h e i d e r 
of Brod-
head, Tam-
my (Paul) 
S w e e n e y 

of Brodhead, Mike Scheider 
of Mt. Caroll, IL and Ryan 
Scheider of Appleton; six 
grandchildren, Kristie Doug-
las, Jenna Sweeney (Brandon 
Angileri), Amanda (Kevin) 
Pascavis, Samantha Scheider, 
Kody (Ashlynn) Scheider 
and Christoper Scheider; 
nine great-grandchildren, 
Braydan, Colton, Autumn, 
Bristol, Kaylee, Zander, Eli-
jah, Abby and Azekiel; a sis-
ter, Carol (Lester) Tornow, 
his dog JR and many nieces, 
nephews and other relatives 
and friends. 

Wayne was preceded in 
death by his wife Judy in 
October of 2014, a daughter 
Mary (Tracy) Scheider in 
March of 2019, his parents, 
Ethel and Glen, in laws, Mel-
vin and Ethel, a sister, Sha-
ron (Ray) Van Dyke; a neph-
ew, Roger Tornow and his 
dog, Molly. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials can be directed to the 
family in his memory. 

Funeral services were held 
at the DL Newcomer Funeral 
Home in Brodhead on Feb. 
11. A visitation was also held 
at the funeral home from un-
til the time of services. Burial 
concluded at the Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

Obituaries

Gov. Evers announces plan to protect voting rights, Democracy in Wisconsin
Proposal makes voting easier, more accessible for eligible voters, supports local election administration, ensures elections remain free and secure

Gov. Tony Evers today an-
nounced several initiatives that 
will be included in his 2023-25 
biennial budget proposal to de-
fend voting rights and democ-
racy in Wisconsin. 

The governor’s plan includes 
streamlining processes to make 
it easier for eligible Wisconsin-
ites to register to vote and cast 
their ballot, ensuring voting 
equipment and databases are 
secure and well-maintained, 
and supporting local elections 
officials who work tirelessly to 
administer elections.

“The right to vote is fun-
damental to our democracy, 
and we should be making it 
easier—not harder—for every 
eligible voter to cast their bal-
lot without interference from 
politicians,” said Gov. Evers. 
“Even as some politicians con-
tinue their efforts to undermine 
our safe, secure elections, re-
strict access to the ballot box, 
and control the outcomes of 
our elections, I have and will 
continue to defend and support 
the right to vote, our clerks, 
poll workers, and election ad-
ministrators, and the opportu-
nity to participate in our de-
mocracy.

“These investments will 
help ensure eligible Wiscon-
sinites can exercise their fun-
damental right to vote and that 
our local partners have the re-
sources they need to continue 

administering elections safely, 
efficiently, and securely.”

A list of the governor’s pro-
posals to make voting easy and 
accessible to all eligible voters, 
support local partners and elec-
tions officials in administering 
elections, and ensure Wiscon-
sin’s elections remain safe, fair, 
and secure is available below.

Making voting easy and 
accessible

Gov. Evers’ budget pro-
poses several critical changes 
that make it easier for eligible 
Wisconsinites to cast a ballot, 
including:

• Providing $172,700 for the 
Wisconsin Elections Commis-
sion (WEC) to work with the 
Department of Transportation 
(WisDOT) to implement auto-
matic voter registration. WEC 
will facilitate the initial regis-
tration of all eligible electors 
as soon as practicable, and 
WisDOT will be appropriated 
$349,000 in fiscal year 2023-
24 to address one-time costs. 
More than 20 states, including 
Michigan and Illinois, as well 
as Washington, D.C., have 
implemented automatic voter 
registration; 

• Restoring state law requir-
ing all public high schools to 
offer voter registration for en-
rolled students and staff and 
allowing private and Tribal 
high schools to do the same, 

expanding access for newly el-
igible voters to register to vote; 

• Restoring previous resi-
dency requirements so that a 
resident of Wisconsin is eligi-
ble to vote in an election in a 
municipality or ward if the vot-
er has been a resident of that 
location for at least ten consec-
utive days before an election; 

• Eliminating the restriction 
on how soon a person may 
complete an absentee ballot 
in-person, making in person 
absentee voting more accessi-
ble; and 

• Modifying certain voter 
identification requirements to 
comply with current court rul-
ings and requiring the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin System and 
the Wisconsin Technical Col-
lege System to issue identifica-
tion cards that meet the revised 
requirement. 

Additionally, Gov. Evers 
proposes ensuring all eligible 
voters are aware and informed 
of their rights at the polls by re-
quiring polling places to post a 
voter bill of rights that informs 
voters of voting rights guaran-
teed under current law.

Supporting local election 
administration

Gov. Evers’ budget sup-
ports local governments and 
elections officials in adminis-
tering elections by: 

• Allowing a county or mu-

nicipal clerk to canvass ab-
sentee ballots on the day be-
fore an election after working 
with WEC to ensure it will be 
conducted securely and effec-
tively. This will allow clerks 
to better manage the workload 
of administering elections and 
may result in faster vote tabu-
lation and reporting; 

• Modifying the scheduling 
of special elections to ensure 
they are scheduled with suffi-
cient time to comply with fed-
eral requirements for sending 
ballots to military and over-
seas voters, protecting these 
voters from disenfranchise-
ment;

• Enabling WEC to reim-
burse counties and municipal-
ities for certain costs incurred 
in the administration of spe-
cial primaries and special 
elections through a GPR sum 
sufficient appropriation, fur-
ther ensuring these local gov-
ernments have the resources 
they need to safely and effi-
ciently administer elections;

• Modifying WEC’s re-
count appropriation to allow 
local units of government and 
petitioners to be reimbursed 
in a timely manner;

• Explicitly allowing WEC 
training funds to be used to 
train municipal and county 
clerks on all aspects of elec-
tion administration, in addi-
tion to voter ID requirements; 

and
• Providing $400,000 to 

create a grant program for 
municipalities to purchase 
Badger Books. Badger Books 
are an electronic version of 
the voter list and are used to 
check in voters, process elec-
tion day registrations, and 
record absentee participation. 
The use of Badger Books can 
help clerks manage Election 
Day tasks more efficiently 
and speed up the registration 
and voting process for in-per-
son voters.

Creating the Office of Elec-
tion Transparency and Com-
pliance

To better and more quickly 
respond to inquiries and com-
plaints regarding potential 
election law violations, Gov. 
Evers’ budget invests nearly 
$2 million over the bienni-
um and creates 10 full-time 
equivalent (FTE) positions to 
create an Office of Election 
Transparency and Compli-
ance. The office will be pro-
vided resources to improve 
audits on voting equipment, 
databases, and potentially 
hire an outside contractor to 
review certain information, 
such as voter lists, to ensure 
continued confidence in Wis-
consin elections
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Football players sign
 Brodhead seniors Aidyn Vondra and Austin Moe, pictured here with their foot-
ball coaches, signed their national letters of intent on Feb. 1. Vondra will be 
furthering his academic and athletic career at University MN Duluth and Moe at 
Minnesota State Mankota.
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For just $20, The Independent-Register will celebrate your 
beautiful baby of 2022. Babies born between Jan. 1 and 

Dec. 31, 2022 will be featured in the Feb. 22 issue. 

Please send your baby’s picture, completed form and 
payment by 3 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 16.

Baby’s Name  
Birth Date
Weight   Height
Parents

Grandparents

Great-Grandparents

Contact Phone

Drop-off or mail to: The Independent-Register, 917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520
or email picture to: paper@indreg.com by 3 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 16.

Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope if you would like your picture returned.

   Height

PARENTS, 
GRANDPARENTS, 

AUNTS, UNCLES...
SHOW OFF YOUR 

RECENT ARRIVAL!

431457

Babies   of

Happy 90th birthday!
 Roland 
“Gene” 
Mathewson, 
of 
Orfordville, 
will be 90 
years old 
on Feb. 
16. Come 
celebrate 
with him 
and enjoy 
some cake 
and coffee 
on Saturday, 
Feb. 18, from 
2 to 4 p.m. at 
Luther Valley 
Church, 
7107 S. 
Luther Valley 
Rd., Beloit. 
Please 
let your 
presence be 
his present.

SUBMITTED 

PHOTO 

Brodhead 
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Foreign Type Cheesemaker’s Association 
of Monroe adds new board members

The Foreign Type Cheese-
maker’s Association, Monroe, 
recently held their annual elec-
tion for Members of the Board 
of Directors for 2023. 

The new Board Members 
are:

• Andy Rufener, Plant Man-
ager, V&V Supremo – Arena, 
Arena, WI

• Kevin Davis, Plant Manag-
er, Cheese Louise, Monroe, WI 
(Vice President)

• Rob Frie, General Manag-
er, PFD - Shullsburg Creamery, 
Shullsburg, WI (President)

• Tony Hook, Owner, Hooks 
Cheese Company, Inc., Miner-

al Point, WI
They join the following re-

turning Board Members:
• Mark Witke, President, 

Zimmerman Cheese, Wiota, 
WI.  (Treasurer)

• Matt Wenger, SQF Practi-
tioner, Wenger’s Springbrook 
Cheese, Davis, IL

• Emily Harbison, Technical 
Specialist, Dairy Connection, 
Inc, Madison, WI

• AmberLynn Wilson, SQF 
Practitioner, V&V Supremo - 
Arena, Arena, WI

• Gina Mode, Researcher, 
Assistant Coordinator, PCQI 
Cheese Industry & Applica-

tions Group, Center for Dairy 
Research, Madison, WI (Sec-
retary)

• Luke Buholzer, VP Sales, 
Klondike Cheese Company, 
Monroe, WI

The Foreign Type Cheese-
makers Association was es-
tablished in 1935 to perform 
quality control testing on the 
cheese produced by Green 
County Cheesemakers and to-
day serves the cheese and dairy 
industry throughout the US. 
The Association operates Pre-
cision Biolabs, an ISO 17025 
Certified food safety laboratory 
in Monroe.

Farmers of the Sugar River will host 
annual meeting Feb. 21 in Albany

The annual meeting of the 
Farmers of the Sugar River will 
be held on Tuesday, Feb. 21, 
at the Albany Lions Club, 402 
Cincinnati Street, Albany. 

The Farmers of the Sugar 
River is a farmer-led watershed 
group, covering the Middle and 
Lower Sugar River reaches, 
that aims to teach other farmers 
how to implement conservation 
practices that save time and 

money while improving water 
quality in the Sugar River. 

The meeting is a chance for 
farmers to learn from each oth-
er and network with others. 

The public is also invited to 
attend to learn what farmers are 
doing to be more resilient to 
weather extremes.

The agenda for the day is 
meant to cover a variety of 
topics so that everyone can 

learn and take home a tidbit of 
information to use. At 10 a.m. 
Steve Apfelbaum, local ecolo-
gist and founder of AES, will 
start the day off and help the 
audience understand the im-
portance of carbon in our world 
and how farmers can help with 
storing carbon. His book, “S 
is for Soil” will be given to all  

SUBMITTED PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 The cover crop was cut from the 2x2 foot square sample, weighed and sent to a lab 
for nutrient analysis.  Results will be shared at the annual meeting for the group on 
Feb. 21.

See FARMERS, Back Page 
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Woodstock Willie predicts six more weeks of winter
By Heidi Schulz
STAFF WRITER
 A normal Thursday morn-
ing would usually find me 
sleeping in on my day off, but 
last week on Feb. 2, I couldn’t 
resist rising to an early alarm 
so I could make the trip to 
Woodstock, IL, for the annual 
Groundhog Day prognosti-
cation by the locally famous 
‘Woodstock Willy’. 
 Unfortunately, my driving 
time from southern Wiscon-
sin didn’t take into account  
getting stuck behind school 
buses on country roads, sitting 
at a railroad crossing in town 
for the early morning Metra 
passing through, and park-
ing close to a half mile away 
from the downtown square. 
A very brisk walk in the early 
morning temperature that was 
hovering around 12 degrees, 
and I arrived at the downtown 
square to join the hundreds 
of others that had gathered 
to watch the Groundhog Day 
prognostication. 
 The band, Die Musikmeis-
ters, was busy belting out 
some polkas while the crowd 
continued to grow. I made my 
way down as far to the front 
as I could without being in-
trusive to those that had been 
there earlier and deserved the 
better spot. At 7 a.m., the band 
stopped and the welcoming 
began. Rick Bellairs, Ground-
hog Day committee chairman, 
gave a short history of the 

filming of the “Groundhog 
Day” movie that put Wood-
stock on the map, and one 
could almost feel themselves 
back on the set with Bill Mur-
ray and Andie MacDowell 
back in 1992. 
 Woodstock Mayor Mike 
Turner took his turn and 
thanked all the volunteers 
that help put the Ground-
hog Day festivities together. 
He surveyed the crowd with 
questions of attendance and 
how far some have traveled 
to Woodstock. I raised my 
hand as a first time attendee 
and for traveling from out-
side the state, even if it was 
just over the state line from 
Southern Wisconsin. There 
were shouts from the crowd 
from people that had traveled 
from far away states and other 
countries, and I learned that 
the people standing next to me 
were visiting from France. 
 Then the time arrived and 
Danny Rubin, the Groundhog 
Day screenplay writer who 
had traveled from Florida for 
this 30th anniversary festivi-
ty, read the prognostication to 
the anxious crowd. 
 Woodstock Willie’s han-
dler, Mark Szafran, held the 
groundhog high up for the 
crowd to see, and Rubin fin-
ished off the prognostication 
with, “Willie looked skyward 
to the east, and then behind to 
the ground, and stated clearly 
in ‘Groundhogese’, I definite-

ly see a shadow.” 
 Even with the news of six 
more weeks of winter, the 
crowd was buzzing with ex-
citement and energy to have 
witnessed this unique event. 
 A very long line formed 
and attendees were able to 
get their picture taken with 
Woodstock Willie. I opted 
to wander across the street 
and stand in line at the Pub-
lic House, where they were 
selling souvenir shot glasses 
and having a ‘drink to world 
peace’ as Murray and Mac-
Dowell did in the movie.  I’m 
guessing that attendance was 
much more than expected this 
year because they ran out of 
the sweet vermouth before it 
was my turn. 
 Standing in line gave me the 
chance to talk to another solo 
attendee and share our story of 
why we were there. Carol had 
traveled up that morning from 
Norwood Park and had just 
missed making it to the read-
ing of the prognostication. We 
chatted for a bit and I was able 
to share some of my photos 
with her and then showed her 
where the line across the street 
had formed to get photos with 
Willie, so we wandered that 
way. 
 Hopefully next year I can 
spend more time enjoying 
some of the other festivities 
involved in the five-day cel-
ebration in Woodstock, but 
for now I will just be counting 
down the days until spring.  

HEIDI SCHULZ PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 Festivities were held from Feb. 1-5 in Woodstock to celebrate the 30th anniversary of the release of the Ground-
hog Day movie that featured Bill Murray and Andie MacDowell. Almost two-dozen activities were planned during 
the run of the event including the early Thursday morning reading of the prognostication by the groundhog known 
as Woodstock Willie. For future event information visit woodstockgroundhog.org.   

HEIDI SCHULZ PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 Groundhog handler Mark Szafran holds Woodstock 
Willie up for the crowd after the reading of the prognos-
tication.

HEIDI SCHULZ PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 Carol Klinger of Norwood Park gets her photo taken 
with Woodstock Willie.

HEIDI SCHULZ PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 The crowd grows as the Die Musikmeisters plays some polka tunes.

HEIDI SCHULZ PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 Cheers went up from the crowd even though Willie claimed to see his shadow and six more weeks of winter were 
predicted.

 Right: A long line 
formed to wait for photos 
with the locally famous 
Woodstock Willie. 

HEIDI SCHULZ PHOTO 

Brodhead Independent Register
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800-373-5550 • ClearyBuilding.com

Get started at ClearyBuilding.com
Farm, Homes & Cabins, Commercial, Suburban, Horse, Unique

Discover The Cleary Advantage
Featuring:

• Proven Reliability Since 1978
• Debt-Free, Your Money Is Safe

• Search Our Buildings
• Virtual Planning

• Financing Available

Celebrating our 45th 
Anniversary• Proven Reliability Since 1978

• Debt-Free, Your Money Is Safe
• Search Our Buildings

• Virtual Planning
• Financing Available

Celebrating our 45th 
Anniversary

Celebrating our 45th 
Anniversary

Celebrating our 45th 

Oregon, IL
815-732-9101

43
09

81

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

39
37

99

• Machinery Loans
• Livestock Loans
• Lines of Credit
• Farm Improvement Loans
• Real Estate Loans
• Financial Planning
• Leasing

Member FDIC

A Heritage of Serving
Local Agriculture

Since 1882
www.stillmanbank.com

By Joel Steinmann
CORRESPONDENT

On Feb. 11, Parkview/Alba-
ny wrestlers competed in Bel-
leville in the D2 super region-
als. The top two teams moving 
on to team sectionals on Tues-
day finished sixth with 141.5 
points out of 13, Evansville and 
Belmont/Platteville team mov-
ing on.

Individual results for 
Parkview/Albany had six wres-
tlers qualify in the top four and 
will be moving on to Evans-
ville on Saturday, Feb. 18, to 
compete in sectionals were 
the top three will move on to 
the Kohl center in Madison. 
At 106 lbs., Slater Valley 38-8 
placed third. In the third place 
match Valley over Garrett Kot-
hour 27-3 (Edgerton) by pin. In 
the second place wrestle back 
Blake Frey 34-13 (Evansville) 
over Valley by pin. At 120 
lbs. Danny Finley 37-8 placed 
fourth. Third place match Lin-
coln Keller 39-8 over Finley 
by MD 13-1. At 132 lbs. Ian 
Suer 39-10 placed fifth with a 
win over Carter Spensley 16-7 
(Belmont/Paltteville) by Dec 
12-9. 138 lbs. Evan Suer 31-17 
placed fourth. In the third place 
match Suer over Carter Ries 
19-6 (Big Foot/Williams Bay) 
by pin. In the wrestle back Ma-
son Owllerich 24-18 (Belmont/
Platteville) over Suer by pin. 
At 182 lbs. Sam Schwengels 
43-4 placed second, in the first 
place match Owen Heiser 15-1 
(Evansville) over Schwengels 
by fall. In the wrestle back 
Schwengels over Kadyn Da-
vis 25-16 (Belmont/Platteville) 
by pin. At 195 lbs. Wyatt Egan 
37-5 placed third. In the first 
place match Ross Crist (Dar-
lington/Black Hawk) over 
Egan by Dec. 7-5, in the wres-
tle back Carson Loshow 37-9 

(Belleville/Monticello/New 
Glarus) over Egan by Dec. 6-2. 
220 lbs. Wes Egan 44-2 placed 
second. In the first place match 
John Wackerhauser 28-7 (Cuba 
City/Benton/South Western) 
over Egan by fall. In the wres-
tle back Egan over Jacob Wien-
ke 34-10 (Edgerton) by pin. 
Connor Flippin 113 lbs., Nico 
Zamora 145 lbs., Simo Cenac-
chi 152 lbs., Jayden Anderson 
160 lbs. and Sean Morales 170 
lbs. all wrestled tough matches 
throughout the day but did not 
place.

Parkview/Albany 
hosts 2023 Trailways 
Conference Tournament

Parkview/Albany hosted 
the 2023 Trailways conference 
tournament. 13 schools from 
the north and south conferences 
came together for the final con-
ference matches of the season. 

Markesan was first as a team 
with 234.5 points, Parkview/
Albany was 2nd with 214.0 and 
Pardeville was 3rd with 197.0. 

Markesan won the north 
conference and Parkview/Al-
bany won the south conference.

Parkview/Albany had all 12 
wrestlers place in the top 6 and 
7 making the podium. 195# 
was the starting weight for fi-
nals for the 1st place match 
Wyatt Egan 34-3 over Joseph 
LaRoche (Rio/Camb-Fries/Fall 
River/Randolph) fall in 3:38. 
Also going for 1st at 220# Wes 
Egan 40-1 over Ethan Rowe 
(Markesan) fall in 4:44. 

The 1st place match at 106# 
Slater Valley 35-6 over Ruben 
Bach (Deerfield) fall in 2:00.  
The 1st place at 113# Kayden 
Vannaha (Markesan) over Con-
nor Flippin 12-13 Fall in 3:28. 
120# 5th place match Trevor  

Parkview/Albany Wrestling highlights

Parkview Hall 
of Fame Night

Parkview is hosting its Hall of Fame Night on 
Friday, Feb. 17, at halftime of the varsity boys 
basketball game at the high school.

Hall of Fame Class of 2023 is Nick Melton (class 
of 2010), 2012 State Runner Up Boys Baseball Team, 
John Kinna (Coach 1968-1992).

There will be a reception at Bass Creek following 
the game.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS Brodhead Independent Register

 Above: Wyatt Egan, first place match. Top, from left 
to right: Conner Flippin, second place match; Evan 
Suer, first place match; Ian Suer, third place match; Sam 
Schwengels, second place match; Wes Egan, first place 
match, Slater Valley, first place match; the team confer-
ence champions pose for a group photo.

See WRESTLING, Back Page 
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I R Legal Notices

I R
City of Brodhead, Towns of Avon, Spring Grove, Decatur, 

Sylvester, Spring Valley and Magnolia
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

President - Mike Krupke; Vice President - Jim Wahl Clerk - Michael Oeller-
ich;  Treasurer - Al Schneider; Jodi Kail, Elizabeth Kempel, Don Buchanan

 Proceedings of School District of Brodhead

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
BRODHEAD SCHOOL DISTRICT

District Office Board Room

Wednesday, January 25, 2023
Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Board President Mike at 7:01 
p.m. The meeting agenda was published in the Wednesday, Janu-
ary 18, 2023 edition of the Independent Register and properly build-
ing posted on the same date.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL
Present: Mike Krupke, Jim Wahl, Michael Oellerich, Al Schneider, 
Jodi Kail, Elizabeth Kempel, and Don Buchanan [virtually]
Absent: None

APPROVAL OF AGENDA ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Jim Wahl, to approve the 
agenda. Motion carried, 7-0. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
No one was present to give public comment. 

AGENDA ITEMS

CONSENT AGENDA ACTION ITEM

1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
    a. Special Meeting: January 9, 2023
    b. Regular Meeting: January 11, 2023

2. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
    a. One Ukulele donated by Gary Hallowell to the ES Music 
        Department
    b. $73.45 monetary donation from Sara Stephenson to the ES 
        Library

3. RESIGNATION(S)
    • None at this time

4. EMPLOYMENT RECOMMENDATION(S)
    a. Tami Day, Elementary School Part-Time Night Custodian
    b. Clayton Elmer, Middle School Part-Time Night Custodian
    c. Emily Haydn, Elementary School Part-Time Night Custodian

5. VOLUNTEER RECOMMENDATION(S)
    a. Daniel Skoumal, JV Baseball

 
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to approve 
the consent agenda items as presented.
Motion carried, 7-0. 

PROGRAM PRESENTATION – MIDDLE 
SCHOOL PRESENTATION ITEM
Middle School Principal Dr. Semrow, parent Stephanie Pinnow, and 
students (Raya Santiago, Logan Krupke, and Beck Benton) pre-
sented on the school’s new parent PTO group – Teen Connection.

SET OPEN ENROLLMENT SEAT LIMITS 
FOR 2023-24 ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to approve 
the recommendation there be a seat limit for 5th grade set (0 seats 
available) for the 2023-24 school year as presented. Motion carried, 
7-0. 

DISCUSSION OF TEACHING STAFF 
COMPENSATION MODEL DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM
Motion by Elizabeth Kempel, second by Jodi Kail, to create an ad 
hoc committee to review the teaching staff compensation mod-
el (four teachers, two Board members, Superintendent Novy, and 
Comptroller Cathy Pfeuti). Motion carried, 6-0-1 [M. Oellerich ab-
stained].

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF CONTRACT 
WITH NEOLA DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Jodi Kail, to approve the 
Neola Contract for Bylaws and Policies using Option 1 as present-
ed, in the total amount of $16,150, and utilizing ESSER funds for 
the payment.
Motion carried, 7-0. 

SETTING UP A REFERENDUM 
COMMITTEE DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to ap-
prove the creation of a Facility Planning Committee. Motion carried, 
7-0. 

APPROVAL OF WIAA SPORTS 
CO-OP RENEWALS ACTION ITEM
Motion by Jim Wahl, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to approve the 
sports co-op renewals as presented.
Motion carried, 7-0. 

FUTURE AGENDA [February 8, 2023]

• Accept Donation(s)
• Resignation(s)
• Employment Recommendation(s)
• Volunteer Recommendation(s)
• Facility Planning Committee Update
• Approval of Summer School Timelines & Guidelines

ROLL CALL VOTE TO CONVENE IN 
CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT ACTION ITEM
TO WI. STS. 19.85 (1)(c)(f)
Motion by Jim Wahl, second by Al Schneider, to go into Closed Ses-
sion under WI. STS. 19.85 (1)(c)(f) at 7:43 p.m. for the discussion 
of:

a. Approval of Alternative Open Enrollment Applications
b. Support Staff Compensation

Roll Call vote: All ayes (7-0). 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Al Schneider, to return to 
open session at 7:58 p.m. 
Motion carried, 6-0. 

ACTION ON CLOSED SESSION ITEMS ACTION ITEM
Motion by Michael Oellerich, second by Jodi Kail, to approve two 
alternate open enrollment applications as presented. Motion car-
ried, 6-0.

ADJOURNMENT ACTION ITEM
Motion by Jodi Kail, second by Elizabeth Kempel, to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:59 p.m.
Motion carried, 6-0.

The Independent Register
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION
FOR TAX DEED

pursuant to Sec. 75.12
Wisconsin Statutes

Owners of the lands hereinaf-
ter described: You are hereby 
notified that Green County is the 
owner and holder of each and all 
of the master tax sale certificate 
items hereinafter identified, cov-
ering premises situated in Green 
County, Wisconsin, sold by the 
County Treasurer of said county, 
in said state, for non-payment of 
taxes. Said lands are described 
as follows, with the sums for 
which each tract was sold, year 
of sale, year of tax, master cer-
tificate item number and date of 
certificate set opposite each de-
scription. 

Owner: Brandon Frasure; 
(1) Tax Parcel No.: 23012 
12250000; Legal Description: 
DECATUR LAKE ESTATES 
LOT 57; Year of Sale: 2021; 
Year of Tax: 2018; Master Cer-
tif. Item No.: 5895; Date of Cer-
tif.: 9/1/2021; Amount Sold for: 
$176.37; (2) Tax Parcel No.: 
23012 12240000; Legal De-
scription: DECATUR LAKE ES-
TATES LOT 56; Year of Sale: 
2021; Year of Tax: 2018; Master 
Certif. Item No.: 5894; Date of 
Certif.: 9/1/2021; Amount Sold 
for: $173.16

Owner: J.J.S. OF BROD-
HEAD, LLC C/O TODD J 
SCHULTZ; (1) Tax Parcel No.: 
23012 13760000; Legal De-
scription: GOLF COURSE ES-
TATES  LOT 41; Year of Sale: 
2021; Year of Tax: 2018; Master 
Certif. Item No.: 5898; Date of 
Certif.: 9/1/2021; Amount Sold 
for: $152.31 (2) Tax Parcel No.: 
23012 13770000; Legal De-
scription: GOLF COURSE ES-
TATES LOT 42; Year of Sale: 
2021; Year of Tax: 2018; Master 
Certif. Item No.: 5899; Date of 
Certif.: 9/1/2021; Amount Sold 
for: $152.31

Owner: Maureen Shrier; Tax 
Parcel No.: 23206 12210000; 
Legal Description: DICKSONS 
ADD BLOCK 34, LOT 7; S 22 
FT LOT 8; Year of Sale: 2020; 
Year of Tax: 2017; Master Cer-
tif. Item No.: 5728; Date of Cer-
tif.: 9/1/2020; Amount Sold for: 
$1,848.64

You are further notified that 
the amount for which the tract or 
parcel above identified was sold 
will bear interest at one percent 
per month or fraction of a month 
from January 1 of the year of 
sale of the respective master 
certificate items, plus ½ percent 
penalty per month as provided 
by law, and that after the expi-
ration of three months from the 
service of this notice upon you, 
application for tax deed will be 
made.

FOR TOTAL DUE CALL 608-
328-9430

Dated at Monroe, Wisconsin 
this 30th day of January, 2023.
Arianna L. Voegeli, 
Green County Clerk
The Independent Register
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CITY OF BRODHEAD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a 
Public Hearing will be held by 
the City of Brodhead Board of 
Appeals on Monday, February 
27, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. in the Brod-
head City Hall, 1111 W. 2nd Av-
enue, Brodhead, to consider the 
following request for variance to 
the zoning/building codes:

Request by Scott Cook for a vari-
ance to 1402 17th Street. The 
applicant is requesting a second 
driveway to be constructed to 
his detached garage from West 
6th Ave. Per ordinance chapter 
236, only one driveway is per-
mitted in residential property.  
Legal description is: Original 
Plat Block 210 Lots 1 & 2

Request by Midwest WI, LLC & 
Peter Oleszczuk for a variance 
to parcel 210 01912501 (va-
cant lot South East Corner of 
Hwy 11 & Hwy 104). The ap-
plicant is requesting a variance 
reduce the number of required 
parking stalls from 86 to 50. 
Legal description is: PT NW ¼ 
Crosswinds Lot 1

All persons, their agents or attor-
neys will be given an opportunity 
to be heard in relation thereto.

Nikolai Wahl, City Clerk
City of Brodhead

The Independent Register
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AGENDA

BRODHEAD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Building & Grounds 
Committee Meeting

Wednesday,
February 22, 2023

DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD 
ROOM

2501 West 5th Avenue, 
Brodhead, WI

6:00 P.M.

AGENDA

I. REVIEW BUILDING & 
GROUNDS PRIORITY LIST 
AND COST ESTIMATES

II. SELECT PROJECTS TO 
RECOMMEND TO the FULL 
BOARD FOR APPROVAL

III. ADJOURN

The Independent Register
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AGENDA

BRODHEAD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD 
MEETING

Wednesday, February 22, 
2023

DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD 
ROOM

2501 West 5th Avenue, 
Brodhead, WI

7:00 P.M.

JOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/oiv-

jiji-thn 

JOIN BY TELEPHONE:
+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

I. CALL TO ORDER
II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
III. ROLL CALL
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
V. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

AGENDA

VI. CONSENT AGENDA
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
2. ACCEPT DONATION(S)
3. RESIGNATION(S)
4. EMPLOYMENT RECOM-

MENDATION(S)
5. VOLUNTEER RECOM-

MENDATION(S)

VII. SAFE CLUB PRESENTA-
TION

VIII. MID-YEAR GOALS PRE-
SENTATION

IX. FACILITY PLANNING COM-
MITTEE

X. FUTURE AGENDA

XI. ADJOURNMENT
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NOTICE OF TESTING
TOWN OF AVON

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
there will be a public test of 
electronic voting equipment on 
Thursday, February 16th, 2023 
at 9:30 a.m. at the Avon Town 
Hall, 16513 W. Beloit Newark 
Road, Brodhead, WI, which will 
be used at the Spring Primary 
on February 21st, 2023.

Stephanie Schwartzlow
Avon Town Clerk

The Independent Register
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TOWN OF DECATUR 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

  

Notice is hereby given that the 
Public Test of the voting equip-
ment to be used at the Spring 
Primary Election on Tuesday, 
February 21, 2023 for the Town 
of Decatur will be conducted at 
the Decatur Town Hall, 1408 
14th Street, Brodhead, WI on 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 
2023 AT 1:00PM.
  

Sandra K McManus  
Clerk/Treasurer  
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TOWN OF DECATUR
TOWN BOARD MEETING
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 

2023 – 6:00PM
DECATUR TOWN HALL

1408 -14TH- STREET, BROD-
HEAD, WI 53520

MEETING AGENDA   
1. Call to Order   
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the 

Flag    
3. Additions/Corrections to the 

Agenda
4. Approval of Minutes    
5. Treasurer’s Report    
6. Payment of Bills    
7. Citizen Concerns
8. Land Division Request – 

Ronald & Darlene Schwartzlow
9. Land Division Request – 

Jeff Murray
10. Review Appraiser Contract
11. Request for Reimburse-

ment for Refuse Containers – 
Curtis Jones

12. Culvert Placement on 
Greenbush Road for Pinnacle 
Dairy

13. Roadwork
14. Review Fees for Annual 

Audit
15. Set Dates for Open Book 

and Board of Review
16. Fire District Update
17. Sharing of Information/

Correspondence 
18. Future Agenda Items 
19. Set Dates for Future Meet-

ings
20. Adjournment 

Sandra K. McManus
Clerk/Treasurer
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VILLAGE OF ORFORDVILLE
LOCATIONS AND HOURS OF POLLING PLACE

At the February 21, 2023 Primary Election,  in the Village of Orford-
ville, the following polling place locations will be used for the wards 
indicated:
 LOCATION WARDS
 Orfordville Village Hall Wards 1 & 2
 303 E. Beloit Street
 Orfordville, WI  53576

THE POLLING PLACE WILL BE OPEN AT 7:00 A.M. AND WILL 
CLOSE AT 8:00 P.M.

If you have any questions concerning your polling place, contact the 
municipal clerk.
 Sherri Waege
 Village Clerk
 608-879-2004

The Independent Register
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As SMILES gears up for a 
busy Spring session, begin-
ning April 1, they are looking 
for new volunteers to add to 
their team.

“Life’s most persistent and 
urgent question is ‘What are 
you doing for others?’” 

– Martin Luther King, Jr.
They urge you to reflect on 

the question above and con-
sider acting. 

If you are interested in 
learning more about how you 
can help, please join them for 
a New Volunteer Open House 
on Saturday, Feb. 18, from 9 
to 10:30 a.m. 

This is a great way to learn 
about the different areas of 
volunteering that are avail-
able, and to see their program 
in action. With a commitment 
of only one hour per week, 
you CAN make a difference.

To RSVP for the Open 
House, please fill out the form 
on the S.M.I.L.E.S. Facebook 
page.  

Volunteers must be at least 
15 years old. 

SMILES Therapeutic Riding needs volunteers

COURTESY PHOTO Brodhead Independent Register

 Volunteer to make a difference in someone’s life through horse therapy.
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Don’t wait! Call today to 
place your classified ads

with the Rock Valley 
Publishing newspapers.

Call 608-897-2193.

SERVING NORTHERN ILLINOIS AND SOUTHERN WISCONSIN

Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
608.897.2193

or 262.728.3411
 to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

 help wanted

 for sale

 transportation

 business & 
 service

 for rent

 real
 estate

Automobiles
1969 & 1977 CADILLAC ELDO-
RADOS For Parts/Restoration. 
Call 262-581-5371.

2008 YUKON DENALI XL With 
a 6.2 liter motor, 168,000 miles, 
2nd owner, runs great, interior in 
exc. cond. w/new tires, some rust. 
Family vehicle, have work provid-
ed vehicle, looking to sell to good 
home. $10,000  or OBO. Please 
call or text 262-758-4769.

Bicycles
JEEP COMANCHE MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Paperwork for authenticity. 
Text to (262) 989-4112

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

Apartments
MEADOW PARK APART-
MENTS 703 Meadow Park Drive, 
Clinton. One bedroom apart-
ment, includes stove, refrigerator, 
all utilities, laundry room, locked 
lobby and parking. You pay 30% 
of income for rent. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 608-676-4278.

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER  AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,

917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

33
25
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PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

4
2

2
7

8
5

FIND YOUR NEXT AUTO
IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

v v v v v v

v v v v v v

Call
608-897-2193

for details
on placing an ad

Time To
Sell Your 
Home?

42
27

92

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 608-897-2193

Find us online: indreg.comCDC shortens isolation, 
quarantine guidelines 

Based on experts’ obser-
vations of the COVID-19 
and the Omicron variant, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) last 
week shortened the recom-
mended time for isolation 
from 10 days for people with 
COVID-19 to five days, if as-
ymptomatic, followed by five 
days of wearing a mask when 
around others. 

The change is motivated by 
science demonstrating that 
the majority of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission occurs early in 
the course of illness, general-
ly in the one to two days prior 
to onset of symptoms and the 
two to three days after. 

Therefore, people who 
test positive should isolate 
for five days and, if asymp-
tomatic at that time, they 
may leave isolation if they 
can continue to mask for five 
days to minimize the risk of 
infecting others.

Additionally, CDC is up-
dating the recommended 
quarantine period for those 
exposed to COVID-19. 

For people who are unvac-
cinated or are more than six 
months out from their second 
mRNA dose (or more than 
two months after the J&J 
vaccine) and not yet boosted, 
CDC now recommends quar-
antine for five days followed 
by strict mask use for an ad-
ditional five days. 

Alternatively, if a five-day 
quarantine is not feasible, 
it is imperative that an ex-
posed person wear a well-fit-
ting mask at all times when 
around others for 10 days af-
ter exposure. 

Individuals who have re-
ceived their booster shot 
do not need to quarantine 
following an exposure, but 
should wear a mask for 10 
days after the exposure.  

For all those exposed, best 
practice would also include a 
test for SARS-CoV-2 at day 
five after exposure. 

If symptoms occur, indi-
viduals should immediate-
ly quarantine until a neg-
ative test confirms symp-
toms are not attributable to 
COVID-19.

Isolation relates to be-
havior after a confirmed 
infection. Isolation for five 
days followed by wearing a 
well-fitting mask will mini-
mize the risk of spreading the 
virus to others. 

Quarantine refers to the 
time following exposure to 
the virus or close contact 
with someone known to have 
COVID-19. 

Both updates come as the 
Omicron variant continues to 
spread throughout the U.S. 
and reflects the current sci-
ence on when and for how 
long a person is maximally 
infectious.

Data from South Africa 
and the United Kingdom 
demonstrate that vaccine ef-
fectiveness against infection 

for two doses of an mRNA 
vaccine is approximately 
35%. 

A COVID-19 vaccine 
booster dose restores vaccine 
effectiveness against infec-
tion to 75%. 

COVID-19 vaccination 
decreases the risk of severe 
disease, hospitalization, and 
death from COVID-19. 

CDC strongly encourages 
COVID-19 vaccination for 
everyone 5 and older and 
boosters for everyone 16 and 
older. 

State health officials 
back new guidelines 

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services 
(DHS) supports CDC rec-
ommendations to shorten 
isolation and quarantine pe-
riods for the general public, 
given what is known about 
COVID-19 and the Omicron 
variant, according to Wis-
consin Department of Health 
Services Secretary-designee 
Karen Timberlake

“If you are a person who 
has been exposed to someone 
who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 and you are un-
vaccinated, or are more than 
six months out from your 
second mRNA dose or more 
than two months after the 
J&J vaccine and have not yet 
gotten a booster, you should 

quarantine – stay home and 
completely away from oth-
ers – for five days followed 
by strict mask use for an ad-
ditional five days,” Timber-
lake stated in a press release. 
“However, people who are 
current with vaccine recom-
mendations do not need to 
quarantine after exposure to 
COVID-19, but should wear 
a well-fitting mask(link is 
external) when around other 
people for 10 days.”

Following an exposure 
to someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19, ev-
eryone, regardless of vac-
cination status, should get 
tested on day five after ex-
posure, and if symptoms oc-
cur, quarantine immediately 
until a negative test confirms 
those symptoms are not due 
to COVID-19. Increased test-
ing will help us identify any 
cases of Omicron quickly so 
that we can learn more about 
this latest variant and get an 
accurate picture of disease 
activity in the state.

“We urge all Wisconsin-
ites to help slow the spread 
of COVID-19 in our state 
by getting vaccinated, get-
ting boosted, continuing to 
wear masks in indoor public 
settings, and staying home 
when sick. This will help us 
all safely continue with our 
daily lives,” Timberlake said. 

CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL FACEBOOK The Clinton Topper

All tournament honors
 The Clinton Lady Cougars battled hard at the 
Cambridge tournament on Tuesday, Dec. 28, to fin-
ish in second place. Elli Teubert and Jayden Norti-
er were selected to the all tournament team.
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Time to hit the slopes
Area ski hills offer a variety of runs for all abilities

 Skiing and snowboarding 
remain popular among out-
door enthusiasts who refuse 
to be relegated to the couch 
during the winter months. 
 For the men, women and 
children who hit the slopes 
each winter, the thrill of racing 
down snow-covered hills is a 
feeling unlike any other.
 The Southern Lakes Area 
features several ski hills in-
cluding The Mountain Top at 
Grand Geneva Resort and Spa, 
Wilmot Mountain Ski Resort 
and Alpine Valley Resort.
 The area also features sev-
eral opportunities for cross 
county ski enthusiasts.
 Here’s a closer look at the 
area’s skiing options:

The Mountain Top  
at Grand Geneva 
7036 Grand Geneva Way
Lake Geneva

 The Mountain Top has 21 
ski runs covering more than 
30 acres of downhill ski runs 
with a 211-foot vertical. 
 The ski and snowboarding 
offerings are suitable for all 
levels, according to staff at 
The Mountain Top.
  Some additional amenities 
and services offered by The 
Mountain Top include:
 • Skiing and snowboard-
ing all winter long with The 
Mountain Top’s snowmaking 
capabilities
 • Three chairlifts and two 
carpet lifts.
 • Six-acre Terrain Park with 
dedicated lift.
 • Lessons offered by pro-
fessional ski instructions for 
kids and adults
 • Equipment rentals
 • Trolley transportation 
from guest rooms at Grand 
Geneva and Timber Ridge 
Lodge
 After a day in the snow, 
skiers and snowboarders can 
relax and enjoy a warm fire, 
hot beverage and food at the 
Leinenkugel Mountain Top 

Lodge. 
 There are a variety of stay 
and ski packages offered at 
Grand Geneva.
 For hours and lift ticket 
prices, visit www.grandgene-
va.com.

Wilmot Mountain  
Ski Resort
11931 Fox River Road
Wilmot
(262) 862-2301
www.wilmotmountain.com

 The 25 unique runs at 
Wilmot Mountain offer var-
ied terrain for all skiers and 
snowboarders – from novices 
stepping onto the snow for the 
very first time to experts look-
ing to further push themselves 
and their sport.
 The resort has snowmaking 
equipment for its 120 acres of 
skiing terrain to go along with 
seven lifts, two conveyor lifts 
and four progression terrain 
parks.
 For those who aren’t up for 
skiing or snowboarding, Wil-
mot resort offers snow tubing 
with 22 lanes of fun and two 
conveyor lifts.
 Wilmot also offers lessons 
through its dedicated ski and 
snowboard school area and 
Walt’s Tavern for a place to 
warm up, relax and enjoy ca-
sual dining and drinks. 
 Wilmot posts conditions 
along with hours and lift ticket 
prices on its website at wilm-
otmountain.com.

Alpine Valley Resort 
W2501 Highway D
Elkhorn
(262) 642-7374 
www.alpinevalleyresort.com

 Alpine features 20 slopes 
that range from beginner to 
expert mogul runs with 388 
feet of vertical skiing. The lon-
gest run is 3,000 feet.
 The hill also includes three 
terrain parks, which offer a va-
riety of rails, boxes and snow 
features.

 Alpine offers classes for be-
ginners to well-seasoned ski-
ers and riders. If you are look-
ing to get back on the slopes or 
to brush up on your skills, one 
of Alpine’s qualified instruc-
tors is eager to help.
 The resort also offers 
equipment rentals.
 Alpine Valley also offers 
a variety of food and drink 
choices for skiers, including a 
café and coffee shop, an out-
side bar and grill on weekends 
and the Valley View Lounge 
for full service dining. 
 Conditions, hours and lift 
ticket information are avail-
able at alpinevalleyresort.com.

CROSS COUNTRY 
SKIING

Big Foot State Park
1550 S. Lake Shore Drive
Lake Geneva

 The park entrance is at 1550 
S. Lake Shore Drive, one mile 
south of the city of Lake Gene-
va. Vehicle admission sticker 
is required. Cross country ski-
ing and snowshoeing allowed. 
Bring your own equipment.

Geneva National
1221 Geneva  
National Ave. South 
Lake Geneva
(262) 245-7000

 Enjoy cross country skiing 
over the Gary Player Course. 
Complimentary ski rental 
available to Geneva National 
Resort guests. Trail is open de-
pending on weather and snow 
accumulation. 

White River  
County Park
6503 Sheridan Springs Road
Lake Geneva
 (262) 741-3114

 With nearly 200 acres and 
two miles of frontage along 
the White River, this park 
features walking trails, cross 
country skiing and more.

COURTESY OF GRAND GENEVA The Clinton Topper

 The Geneva Lakes Area features three full-service ski hills, including The Mountain 
Top at Grand Geneva Resort.
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Citizens sought to advise Green County 
on American Rescue Plan funding

Area will see more than $10 million in aid from effects of pandemic 
By Tony Ends
CORRESPONDENT 

Green County is look-
ing for residents interest-
ed in helping review ideas 
and develop proposals for 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds. 

Elected county officials 
have set a session next 
Monday, Jan. 17, to inform 
citizens about serving on an 
ARPA ad hoc committee. 
The community educational 
program will be held virtu-
ally from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
that day.

People interested in learn-
ing more about the ARPA 
and the decision-making 
process in Green County 
should register in advance. 

Contact county UW Ex-
tension Community Re-
source Development Edu-
cator Victoria Solomon at 
608-328-9440 or Victoria.
solomon@wisc.edu.

President Joe Biden 
signed the American Res-
cue Plan Act into law March 
11, 2021. The plan intends 
to speed up recovery from 
economic and health effects 

of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and ongoing economic re-
cession.

ARPA allocates $350 bil-
lion to help state, local and 
tribal governments, with 
Green County receiving 
$7.17 million. 

Municipalities in Green 
County will receive a little 
more than $3.6 million in 
ARPA funds.

Green County Finance 
and Accounting Commit-
tee created the ARPA ad 
hoc committee in Novem-
ber 2021 after surveying 
the community in May and 
June.

The ad hoc, or special 
purpose, panel will have 
nine voting members, eight 
citizens plus county Finance 
and Auditing Committee 
Chair Jerry Guth.  Green 
County Finance and county 
Development Corporation 
members and the county 
clerk will advise the group. 
Solomon will facilitate ses-
sions tentatively set for Feb-
ruary through June.

Application forms to 
serve on the ARPA Ad Hoc 

Committee are available on-
line at wi-greencounty.civ 
icplus.com/DocumentCen 
t e r / V i e w / 1 0 2 9 / -
G r e e n - C o u n 
t y - A R P A - A d - H o c - C o m 
mittee-Participant-Applica 
tion---fillable-2?bidId=

Applicants need to com-
plete and submit the form 
to Green County clerk by 8 
a.m. Monday, Jan. 24.

GDP for the United States 
decreased 3.5% in 2020 as a 
result of the pandemic. 

It was the lowest growth 
rate for the nation since 
1946. Nearly 25 million 
were on unemployment in-
surance in May of that year, 
the highest point during the 
recession, according to US-
AFacts, a nonprofit, non-
partisan civic initiative that 
draws on 70 sources of gov-
ernment data to inform the 
public.

By the end of 2020, 74% 
of small businesses report-
ed experiencing negative 
effects from impact of the 
COVID-19 virus. About 
73% of them reported re-
ceiving a Paycheck Protec-

tion Program loan.
Unemployment, which 

peaked at 14.8% in April 
2020, dropped steadily in 
2021 back down to 4.2% by 
last November.

Possibly of most seri-
ous consequence, the pan-
demic’s economic fallout 
revealed vulnerabilities of 
U.S. reliance on global flow 
of goods and insecurity of 
sharply fallen local pro-
duction. The United States 
imported $679 billion more 
goods and services than it 
exported in 2020, an 18% 
increase in the nation’s al-
ready-entrenched trade defi-
cit from 2019.

A shipping and supply 
chain snarl throughout 2021 
stalled cargo ships at both 
Asian and U.S. ports of en-
try and caused scarcity from 
lengthened delivery of many 
goods by months. Shortages 
and associated recessional 
problems also helped fuel 
inflation in 2021.

Congress intended the 
ARPA funding to address 
these problems and spur 
U.S. recovery.

Four seats and only 
one name on ballot

City clerk seeks write-in candidates
By Maureen Vander Sanden
EDITORIAL COORDINATOR 

Alderman Casey Jones 
will be the sole name on the 
ballot in the April 5 election 
despite four open seats on 
City Council. 

Mayor Troy Nyman and 
aldermen Timothy Schade-
waldt, Robert Moon and 
Casey Jones filed notice of 
non-candidacy papers with 
the clerk’s office. 

Jones is seeking the mayoral 
seat, leaving the three incum-
bent aldermanic seats up for 
grabs by write-in candidates, 
according to the city clerk. 

 “At this point in time we 
are open to registered write-
ins,” City Clerk Nikolai 
Wahl said Friday, after the 
filing deadline. 

This isn’t the first time the 
city relied on multiple write-
in candidates to fill the Coun-
cil, according to the clerk. In 
the 2021 spring election, only 
one candidate filed nomina-
tion papers for three open 
seats, leaving two spots to be 
filled by write-ins. 

Wahl said anyone who 
would like to be registered 
as a write-in can contact him 
at cityclerk@cityofbrodhead 
wi.us or stop into City Hall, 
111 W. 2nd Avenue, during 
business hours. Alderman-

ic and mayoral positions are 
for two-year terms, and earn 
$2,040 and $3,000 respec-
tively. 

Deadline to register as an 
official write-in candidate is 
Friday, April 1 at noon. 

Despite the lack of com-
petition, a primary is neces-
sary, as the city is placing a 
referendum question on the 
Tuesday, Feb. 15 ballot, ask-
ing voters if the city should 
exceed the state-mandated 
tax levy in order to maintain 
services. 

See related side story be-
low, and letter from the city 
on page 3.

Jones wishes to ‘move 
the community forward’ 

Casey Jones said he has 
come a long way since his 
unsuccessful run for Brod-
head city mayor in 1980 – 
when he was 18 years old. 

“I had a big, ugly car paint-
ed pink with interior house 

paint… When 
we would 
congregate , 
mine was a 
junker so ev-
eryone sat on 
it, and ended 
up getting 
pink butt,” 
he recalled 

of his old Buick LeSabre he 
used to campaign with. 

“I didn’t (run) for the right 
reason,” he said of his first-
time bid. “I did it for my own 
ego.” 

In 1988, he threw his hat 
in the ring again. Jones said 
his next run for the city’s top 
official seat was again for the 
wrong reason. 

In ’88 the alderman said he 
was motivated to run due to 
a business conflict with the 
city – not because it was in 
his heart to serve. 

Today he said he is run-
ning with good intentions, 
because he cares about the 
city where he grew up. 

“I think I have a lot to offer 
and I can put people first,” he 
said, “and I’ve got the time 
and the experience.” 

Casey says he prides him-
self in being known around 
town as someone who can get  

City referendum will 
appear on primary ballot 
Voters decide Feb. 15 if city spending 

should exceed mandated levy 
Even without races for mayoral and aldermanic seats, 

City of Brodhead voters will go to the polls for the 
primary election on Tuesday, Feb. 15. 

The City Council is asking voters if taxes should 
increase to help departments meet growing cost concerns. 

The Council has proposed an increase to the levy of 
$200,000 for five years, starting in 2023. 

For a home valued at $100,000, Green County property 
owners would see an increase of $120 to their tax bills. 
Rock County property owners would see an increase of 
$117.  

By raising the tax levy, City departments will be able 
to maintain current levels of service, according to city 
officials. Most department budget requests have been cut 
in the last two years. 

“The proposed increase would help prevent future cuts 
that will greatly affect the quality of services that City 
departments can provide,” City Clerk Nikolai Wahl stated 
in a press release. 

The city will provide more detailed information on 
how cuts might affect services in next week’s newspaper. 

City officials urge voters to cast their ballots. The 
referendum question is available to review at City Hall, 
Brodhead Memorial Public Library, and on the City’s 
website by visiting cityofbroheadwi.us.  

Residents can vote in-person on Tuesday, Feb. 15 from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at City Hall, 1111 2nd Avenue. 

Absentee and early voting options are also available. 
For more information, or to request an absentee ballot, 
call City Hall at (608) 897-4018 or visit myvote.wi.gov. 

See a related letter to the editor from City Council on 
page 3. 

BECKY MALKOW The Independent-Register

Flippin’ fantastic! 
 Brodhead basketball player Aidyn Vondra does a back flip prior to starting 
line-ups at the Jan. 7 game night. The Cardinals bench was hyped for its confer-
ence match up against Edgerton. More on the game and other sports appear on 
the back page. 

 Who’s on the 
other ballots?
See who’s on the ballot for 
local school districts and 
other municipalities in the 
Shopper section this week.

– Inside Casey Jones

See BALLOT, Page 4

422794

Misc Services
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Stream-
ing on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-866-290-9532

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
948-3442

392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

For details on placing your
Help Wanted ad in our Classified Section

Call 608-897-2193 42
27
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PREPARE FOR POWER outag-
es today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next power 
outage: 1-888-355-6955

Tree Service
HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed 
and insured, aerial bucket and 
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency 
service. 608-879-9014

Other Real Estate
PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All 
real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familiar/ status or national 
origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference,  limitation 
or discrimination. Familial status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This news-
paper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised in 
this newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. 
The toll-free tele phone number 
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275. EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

432603

Auctions

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This 
publication does not knowingly 
accept fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are cau-
tioned to thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those asking 
for money in advance.

Furniture
NEW HEKMAN DINING Room 
Set-  Includes table (Model 
25229T), 2 leaves, 2 upholstered 
arm chairs and 4 upholstered 
side chairs.  Beautiful furniture! 
$2800 Call or text 608-897-5775
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• Farmers   (Continued from page 3)

attendees. There will be a panel 
of local farmers that have been 
no-tilling for many years. They 
will share what they’ve learned 
and tips for beginners to get into 
the practice. There will be infor-
mation on a biomass sampling 
project that was started this past 
fall to analyze the nutrients in 
the cover crops. After a hot and 
delicious lunch prepared by the 
Albany Lions Club, DNR per-
sonnel will update the audience 
on the health of the Sugar Riv-
er. Farmers will get a chance 
to learn different methods to 
test their own soil for stability. 
There will be a few farmers that 
talk about their non-conven-
tional ways of using manure 
better. The day will wrap up 

with farmers sharing demon-
strations and trials they’ve 
been trying on their farms. The 
program is slated to conclude 
around 3:15 p.m.

If you are interested in attend-
ing, please RSVP with Tonya 
Gratz at Tonya.Gratz@wi.na-
cdnet.net or 608-325-4195, 
extension 121, by Friday, Feb. 
17, to make sure there’s enough 
food to feed everyone. There 
will be a $10 charge at the door 
to help offset costs for the day. 
The Department of Agriculture, 
Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion (DATCP) has awarded the 
group a grant through the Pro-
ducer-Led Watershed Protec-
tion program which helps fund 
educational events such as this.

• Wrestling   (Continued from page 5)

Haugen 6-4 received a bye. in 
the 3rd place match at 132# 
Ian Suer 36-9 over Luke Hartz 
(Johnson Creek) 6-3. The 1st 
place match at 138# Evan Suer 
28-15 over Tait Glassmaker 
(Princeton/Green Lake) 5-1.
At 145# 3rd place match Joe 
Beavers (Hustisford) over Nico 
Zamora 23-12 fall in 3:16. 
152# 5th place match Simo 
Cenacchi 9-18 over Mikolains 
(Dodgeland) by med forfeit, 
160# 5th place match Hunter 
Milanowski (Deerfield) over 

Jayden Anderson 13-19 fall in 
4;17. 

At 170# 5th place match 
Dayton Epps (Rio/Camb-Fries/
Fall River/Randolph) over 
Sean Morales 10-15 forfeit. 
1st place match at 182# Jaden 
Walker (Markesan) over Sam 
Schwengels 39-3 10-1.

Parkview/Albany ended the 
conference dual season 6-0 
Beating Horicon 46-28, Hustis-
ford 66-15, Palmyra-Eagle 70-
0, Dodgeland 68-6, Deerfield 
60-24 and Johnson Creek 72-9.

Gov. Tony Evers announced 
Feb. 12, provisions in his 
2023-25 biennial budget that 
will deliver on the governor’s 
promise made last August to 
fight for a 10% middle-class 
tax cut. The plan aims to build 
upon income tax cuts signed 
by Gov. Evers since taking 
office that have returned $1.4 
billion annually to taxpayers 
by delivering more than $1.2 
billion in targeted tax relief 
to working families, parents, 
veterans, caregivers, seniors, 
and student loan borrowers, 
among others, while limit-
ing tax giveaways to wealthy 
earners.

“I promised the people of 
this state I’d fight to deliver a 
10% tax cut for middle-class 
and working families, and 
today, I’m proud to deliver 
on that promise. I’ve said all 
along that we’d deliver real, 
responsible tax relief targeted 
to the middle class and work-
ing families—not spending 
big on breaks for the wealthi-
est 20% of earners in our state 
who don’t need the extra help 
affording rising costs,” said 
Gov. Evers.

“I’m proud to have signed 
one of the largest tax cuts in 
state history and to have kept 
my promise to provide a 15% 
tax cut for middle-class fam-
ilies during my first term in 
office, and with this budget 
proposal, we’re going to build 
on that work so we can keep 
taxes low now and into the 
future responsibly and with-
out driving our state into debt 
or causing devastating cuts to 
priorities like public schools 
or public safety.”

Over the course of his first 
term, Gov. Evers more than 
delivered on the promise he 
made before being elected 
governor in 2018 to provide a 
10%, middle-class tax cut. In 
the 2021-23 biennial budget, 
the governor signed one of 
the largest tax cuts in Wiscon-
sin state history, providing $2 
billion in individual income 
tax relief over the biennium 
and approximately $1 bil-
lion annually going forward. 
When combined with the tax 
cuts Gov. Evers signed in the 
2019-21 biennial budget, as 
well as 2019 Wisconsin Act 
10, 86% of Wisconsin tax-
payers have seen an income 
tax cut of 15% or more, with 
2.4 million taxpayers getting 
relief.

Additionally, Gov. Evers 
last year directed the Wiscon-
sin Department of Revenue 
to revise its withholding tax 
tables, changing how much 
income employers withhold 
from an employee’s paycheck 
in taxes. Based on these di-
rected changes and Gov. 
Evers’ prior tax cuts, over the 
course of the last year, a sin-
gle filer making $50,000 will 
have seen $551 more in their 
paychecks while a married 
couple each earning $50,000 
combined will have seen over 
$1,200 more for their house-
hold in their paychecks.

Gov. Evers’ tax plan 
announced today draws 
stark contrast to a Republi-
can-backed flat tax propos-
al to give enormous breaks 
to wealthy millionaires and 
billionaires rather than pri-
oritizing relief for working 
families. Based on available 
details, Republicans’ plan 
would provide more than $3.5 
billion in tax breaks to the 
wealthiest 20%t of Wiscon-
sin tax filers, which is nearly 
four times what the remaining 
80% of filers would see com-
bined. All told, nearly 80%t 
of the flat tax plan will benefit 

the top 20% of earners who 
file taxes in Wisconsin.

A breakdown of the gov-
ernor’s proposals to create a 
fairer tax code, provide tax 
relief to working families, 
and limit special tax give-
aways that primarily benefit 
the highest earners is avail-
able below.

Providing long-term 
tax relief for working 
families

Income tax cuts signed by 
Gov. Evers since he took of-
fice have returned $1.4 billion 
annually to taxpayers, over-
whelmingly to the middle 
class.

The governor’s 2023-25 
biennial budget proposals add 
approximately $1.2 billion 
over the biennium in tax relief 
for low- and middle-income 
Wisconsinites, especially 
those with kids and those who 
provide care to family mem-
bers. The governor’s propos-
als include:

Creating a nonrefundable 
Family and Individual Re-
investment (FAIR) Credit, 
which would cut taxes by 
10% for single filers at or 
below $100,000 in annual ad-
justed gross income and mar-
ried-joint filers at or below 
$150,000.

The credit would grad-
ually phase out for single 
filers with adjusted gross in-
comes between $100,000 and 
$120,000 and married-joint 
filers with incomes between 
$150,000 and $175,000.

Below the start of the phase-
out thresholds, the credit will 
have a $100 minimum for 
single and married-joint filers 
and a $50 minimum for mar-
ried-separate filers.

This will provide total tax 
relief of $418.7 million in fis-
cal year 2023-24 and $420.9 
million in fiscal year 2024-
25, with over 1.9 million 
Wisconsin tax filers seeing an 
average tax cut of over $200 
annually. 

Increasing Wisconsin’s 
supplement to the federal 
Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC) for working families 
with one or two children. 

Targeted tax relief through 
the EITC has been effective 
in reducing child poverty to 
help kids succeed, yet Wis-
consin’s credit for those with 
one or two children lags most 
other states and should be in-
creased.

Beginning with tax year 
2023, the governor’s budget 
will increase the percentage 
of the federal credit that filers 
with one dependent child may 
claim from 4% to 16% and 
increase the percentage that 
filers with two children may 
claim from 11% to 25%.

Under these changes, near-
ly 200,000 filers with children 
will receive total tax relief of 
$60.7 million in fiscal year 
2023-24 and $63.8 million in 
fiscal year 2024-25, and the 
average tax relief for these 
taxpayers will be over $300 
annually. 

Expanding the current state 
Child and Dependent Care 
Tax Credit from 50% of the 
federal credit to 100% begin-
ning with tax year 2023.

Most people eligible for 
the credit could receive up 
to $600 if they are claiming 
it for one qualifying individ-
ual’s expenses or $1,200 for 
two or more qualifying indi-
viduals’ expenses.

This will provide over $27 
million annually in tax relief 
to over 100,000 Wisconsin 
taxpayers at an average bene-
fit of over $260 per filer. 

Creating a caregiver tax 
credit equal to 50% of the 
qualifying expenses incurred 
by those providing care or 
support to adult family mem-
bers requiring assistance with 
one or more daily activities, 
limited to $500 in a tax year. 

For single filers, the cred-
it will be available for those 
with incomes up to $75,000, 
subject to a phase-out for 
those with incomes between 
$75,000 and $85,000. The 
credit will be available to 
married-joint filers with in-
comes up to $150,000, subject 
to a phase-out for those with 
incomes between $150,000 
and $170,000.

This will result in $96.7 
million in tax relief in fis-
cal year 2023-24 and $98.3 
million in fiscal year 2024-
25, providing an estimated 
240,000 taxpayers with an av-
erage tax cut of nearly $400.  

Qualifying expenses under 
the credit include modifica-
tions to a dwelling for the 
care or support of a family 
member, purchase or lease of 
assistance equipment, and ac-
quisition of goods or services 
or support to assist in caring 
for a qualified family mem-
ber.

Providing targeted tax 
relief for seniors and 
veterans 

The governor’s budget pro-
posal provides targeted prop-
erty tax relief by:

Enhancing the Homestead 
Credit to provide increased 
property tax relief to low-
er-income Wisconsinites, par-
ticularly seniors and individu-
als with disabilities.  

Over the years, Republi-
cans have eroded the value of 
the state’s Homestead Credit 
by failing to adjust the cred-
it for inflation, and due to 
inflationary adjustments in 
Social Security benefits, the 
number of senior claimants 
of the Homestead Credit has 
been greatly reduced in recent 
years.

The governor’s budget will 
increase the maximum eligi-
ble household income under 
the program from $24,680 to 
$35,000 and restore indexing 
for the credit beginning with 
tax year 2023, which is vi-
tal for those on fixed income 
streams such as Social Securi-
ty or disability payments.  

Beneficiaries will see ap-
proximately $100 million in 
targeted property tax relief 
over the biennium through 
this expansion of the Home-
stead Credit. 

Expanding the Veterans 
and Surviving Spouses Prop-
erty Tax Credit to include 
renters and increasing avail-
ability of the credit to those 
with disability ratings in ex-
cess of 70%. 

This proposal would ex-
tend the credit for renters at 
the rate of 20% for those with 
heat included in their rent and 
25% for those without heat 
included in their rent.

In total, these provisions 
will provide $26.2 million in 
relief in fiscal year 2023-24 
and $27.3 million in fiscal 
year 2024-25. This proposal 
was previously announced 
along with the governor’s 
other budget investments to 
support Wisconsin’s 300,000 
veterans.

Protecting student loan 
borrowers

Keeping his promise to 
student loan borrowers, the 
governor’s budget will in-
clude adopting federal tax 
changes that would ensure 

federal student debt relief 
received by Wisconsinites 
would not be subject to state 
taxes. The federal ARPA ex-
empted student debt relief 
from being subject to taxa-
tion until 2026, but unlike 
residents of more than 40 
other states, Wisconsinites 
who qualify for student debt 
relief will be subject to state 
income tax if current law is 
not changed per the gover-
nor’s recommendation. More 
than 300,000 Wisconsinites 
have applied and been ful-
ly approved for student loan 
debt relief under President 
Biden’s plan, and the gover-
nor believes they should not 
be penalized for receiving 
that relief.

The governor’s budget 
also adopts most of the ma-
jor remaining provisions of 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017, which have resulted 
in increased tax collections 
in the numerous other states 
that automatically adopted 
them. These provisions will 
raise $187.6 million in fiscal 
year 2023-24 and $200.6 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2024-25.

Providing tax relief for 
Wisconsin businesses

Small businesses make up 
more than 99% of Wisconsin 
businesses, employ nearly 
half of Wisconsin workers, 
and are more likely to hire 
locally, buy supplies locally, 
and reinvest in local commu-
nities.

Supporting small busi-
nesses has been key to Gov. 
Evers’ successful economic 
recovery efforts and remains 
a key priority in his plans to 
bolster Wisconsin’s work-
force and maintain the econ-
omy’s momentum. A recent 
2023 report shows that, as 
a share of aid Wisconsin re-
ceived under the American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), 
Wisconsin ranks number one 
in the country for both aid 
Gov. Evers directed to sup-
port businesses and aid the 
governor directed toward 
economic development.

In his 2023-25 budget, the 
governor is continuing his 
support for small businesses 
and providing them with ad-
ditional tax relief by:

Fully repealing Wiscon-
sin’s outdated personal prop-
erty tax and providing more 
than $200 million in tax re-
lief for businesses. 

The governor has long sup-
ported repealing this burden-
some tax on businesses, and 
because this provision also 
provides $202.4 million in 
fiscal year 2024-25 to com-
pensate all local taxing ju-
risdictions for the reduction 
in their property tax bases, 
homeowners will be protect-
ed from any shift in property 
tax burden.

Payments to local govern-
ments to offset the reduction 
in property taxes will contin-
ue and increase with infla-
tion. 

Increasing the refundable 
share of the research credit 
for businesses from 15% un-
der current law to 50% begin-
ning in tax year 2024.  

This increase will provide 
$16.1 million in tax relief 
to businesses in fiscal year 
2023-24 and $64.4 million 
annually beginning in fiscal 
year 2024-25, further incen-
tivizing critical research and 
development spending by 
Wisconsin businesses and 
improving their competitive-
ness in developing new prod-
ucts.  

Refundability of the re-
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search credit is important be-
cause many of the most inno-
vative start-up companies do 
not have the tax liability to 
offset with a nonrefundable 
credit. Providing enhanced 
refundability gives new firms 
a meaningful incentive to 
conduct research in Wiscon-
sin.

Creating a fairer tax 
code 

The governor’s proposal 
ensures the wealthiest earn-
ers in Wisconsin pay their 
fair share by minimizing spe-
cial tax breaks that primar-
ily benefit millionaires and 
billionaires while generating 
the ongoing revenue need-
ed to invest in key priorities 
like public safety, infrastruc-
ture, and K-12 schools. Gov. 
Evers’ tax fairness proposals 
include:

Limiting the manufactur-
ing portion of the Manufac-
turing & Agriculture Cred-
it to only apply to the first 
$300,000 in qualified pro-
duction activities income for 
each firm qualifying for the 
credit and preserving the ag-
ricultural portion of the credit 
as it is under the current law.

This credit has failed to 
demonstrate any measurable 
success at increasing Wis-
consin’s share of national 
manufacturing employment 
or increasing wages in the 
manufacturing sector while 
costing the state more than 
$400 million a year.  

Wisconsin’s relative stand-
ing in manufacturing wages 
has declined, with Wiscon-
sin manufacturing workers 
only ranking 34th among the 
50 states for average annual 
wages.

Meanwhile, in tax year 
2021, a mere 7,560 taxpay-
ers—approximately 0.3 per-
cent of all individual income 
tax filers with a net tax liabil-
ity—claimed the manufac-
turing portion of the credit 
for a total of $402.4 million, 
approximately $53,300 per 
claimant.  

Sixty-seven percent of the 
total tax break went to tax-
payers with incomes greater 
than $1 million, and more 

than half of those claims 
were to taxpayers with in-
comes greater than $5 mil-
lion. In 2021, approximately 
170 claimants with incomes 
greater than $5 million 
claimed $149.7 million in 
the manufacturing credit, or 
nearly $900,000 per claim-
ant. 

Limiting the credit will 
generate $348.7 million 
in fiscal year 2023-24 and 
$306.4 million in fiscal year 
2024-25, which will be used 
to offset some of the addi-
tional tax relief provided to 
lower- and middle-income 
Wisconsinites and support 
small business growth and 
development. 

Limiting the current 30% 
long-term capital gains ex-
clusion to individuals with 
incomes below $400,000 and 
married-joint filers with in-
comes below $533,000. 

This exclusion is another 
large tax break that primarily 
benefits a small share of the 
overall taxpayer population 
by providing a preferential 
rate for disproportionately 
high-income earners on in-
come derived from capital 
asset sales.

For very high-income Wis-
consin taxpayers subject to 
the highest tax bracket, in-
stead of facing the ordinary 
7.65% marginal rate that ap-
plies to wage and salary in-
come, investment gains qual-
ifying for the capital gains 
exclusion have an effective 
preferential rate of 5.355%. 
This is only slightly above 
the marginal tax rate faced by 
most middle-class taxpayers.

The governor’s recom-
mendation preserves the ex-
clusion for all but the highest 
income earners while con-
tinuing to provide relief to 
ordinary retirees and small 
investors.

The limits to the 30% long-
term capital gains exclu-
sion will raise an estimated 
$185.2 million in fiscal year 
2023-24 and $154.2 million 
in fiscal year 2024-25.

 An online version of this 
release is available content.
govdelivery.com/accounts/
WIGOV/bulletins/34829dd.
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