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Three Parkview/Albany Wrestlers 
punch their ticket to the Kohl Center!
By Joel Steinmann
PaRkvIew-albany CoaCh

On Saturday, Feb. 18 in 
Evansville at the D2 section-
als 8 wrestlers continued their 
quest to the Kohl Center in 
Madison for the state tourna-
ment Feb. 23, 24, 25.

Finishing in the top 3 and 
moving on are 182# Sam 
Schwengels 46-5 (2nd), 195# 
Wyatt Egan 40-7 (3rd) and 
220# Wes Egan 47-2 (1st). 
Placing 4th 120# Danny Fin-

ley 38-10, and 138# Evan 
Suer 33-19. 106# Slater Val-
ley 38-10, 132# Ian Suer 39-
12.  

106# McAllister Ramage 
(LCL) over Slater Valley by 
pin. In the wrestle back Owen 
Voegeli (Mon) over Valley 
S-V 8-6. 

120# Danny Finley over 
Zion Salle (MALU) by pin. 
Semifinals Chase Rodriguez 
(BFWB) over Finley by pin. 
Wrestle back Finley received 

a Bye. 3rd place match Lin-
coln Keller (Evans) over Fin-
ley by pin.

132# Mason Gill (SHLU) 
over Ian Suer by MD 14-1. 
In the wrestle back Zak Ries 
(Turn) over Suer by Dec 11-4.

138# Evan Suer over Tray-
sen Thomason (WW) by pin. 
In the semifinals Joe Lahmar 
(BJ) over Suer by MD 8-0. 
In the wrestle back Suer over 
Aleksei Soloviyov (WLPS) 
by pin. In the 3rd place match 

Mason Oellerich (BEPL) 
over Suer by Dec 13-7.

182# Sam Schwengels 
over Payton Lyon (WW) by 
Dec 7-4. In the semifinals 
Schwengels over Fox Aus-
tin (CCBS) by pin. In the 
Finals Owen Heiser (Evans) 
over Schwengels by pin. In 
the 2nd place wrestle back 
Schwengels over Kayden Da-
vis (BEPL) by pin.

195# Wyatt Egan over 
Ben Buchholtz (LAMI) by 

pin. Semifinals Ross Crist 
(DABH) over Egan by dec 
8-3. Wrestle back Egan over 
Blake Kader (EATR) by pin. 
In the 3rd place match Egan 
over Jalen Perea (MALU) by 
pin. in the 2nd place wrestle 
back Chuy Medina (WLPS) 
over Egan.

220# Wes Egan over Tony 
Rodriguez (CAME) by pin. 
In the semifinals Egan over 
Nathan Krause (GRAF) by 
pin. In the finals Egan over 

Nate Grooms (LCL) by dec 
7-4.

In the girl’s sectionals this 
was a single elimination tour-
nament 107# Lexi Hanson re-
ceived two byes to the semifi-
nals. In the semi’s Mya Dum-
mann (MALU) over Hanson 
by pin.

State wrestling first round 
will start on Thursday the 
23rd with D1 in the afternoon 
and D2 and D3 in the eve-
ning.

Lady Cards split games to end regular season
By Trenten Scheidegger
SPoRTS RePoRTeR

On Friday, Feb.17, the 
Brodhead Cardinals girls’ 
varsity basketball squad fin-
ished the year with an overall 
record of 16-7. 

The Lady Cards tipped off 
the week with a home match-
up against a tough Rock Val-
ley Conference opponent in 
the Jefferson Eagles. It was 
their second meeting of the 
season as Brodhead won the 
first matchup by a score of 
44-31.

Coming into their late-sea-
son game, the Cardinals were 
12-4 in RVC play, while the 
Eagles were an even 8-8. 
Brodhead was battling with 
Evansville for a top-three fin-
ish in the conference stand-
ings, so they couldn’t afford 
to drop this one.

   The Cards had the three-
ball working in the first half. 
Addie Yates helped spark 

some early momentum with a 
pair of first half three-point-
ers. Alecia Dahl added a 
three-pointer of her own as 
the Cards combined for a trio 
of them in the opening half.

The Cards also took ad-
vantage of their opportuni-
ties at the charity stripe. Dahl 
went two for three at the foul 
line before the break, while 
Abbie Dix sunk a free throw 
and Schooff went one for two 
at the line.

The combination of their 
work behind the arc and 
the solid free throw shoot-
ing helped Brodhead take a 
21-12 lead into the halftime 
break.

In the second half, Yates 
continued to have the hot 
hand. The junior guard hit 
another pair of three-point-
ers, which would prove to be 
crucial in the final outcome. 
Yates put up ten second half 
points in total as the offense 

relied on her shooting.
Dix came on strong in the 

second half, as well. After 
having just five points in the 
opening half, the senior for-
ward put up ten second half 
points of her own. The duo 
of Yates and Dix combined 
to score seventy-seven per-
cent of Brodhead’s offense in 

the second half.
Dahl provided the other 

six points the Cards scored in 
the half with a pair of baskets 
and two free throws. The trio 
did just enough to help Brod-
head hold their lead as the 
Cards picked up the 47-40 
victory.

Yates led the team in scor-

ing with sixteen points. Dix 
was right behind her with 
fifteen points, and Dahl fin-
ished with thirteen as the 
Cards had three scorers in 
double figures.

It was the fifth consecu-
tive win for the Cards as they 
built a nice winning streak 
toward the end of the season. 

That streak came to an end 
on Friday, Feb. 17, however, 
as the Cards fell to the Edg-
erton Tide 54-37 in the final 
game of the season.

While Brodhead wanted to 
go into the postseason play-
ing their best ball, they fin-
ished the year with an overall 
record of 16-7.

SUbmITTeD PhoToS The Brodhead Shopper

    your source for on-line news:

       indreg.COM

 Pictured above from left to right: Sam Schwengels in suit 2nd place. Wyatt Egan 3rd place. Wes Egan 1st place. 
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Brodhead Dental Clinic

Dr. Dan Branson DDS
dentist.brodhead@outlook.com

702 23rd St.
Brodhead, WI 53520
Mon. & Wed. 8am-5pm • Tues. 8am-7pm • Thurs. 8am-3pm • Closed Fri.

Phone: (608) 897-8645
www.brodheaddental.com
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When you need body work call us first.

608-897-8447
425221

Brodhead, WI • Across from Subway
Murray’s Auto 
Salvage, Inc.

Buy Junked & Wrecked Vehicles • Sell Used Parts
Open: Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 9 a.m.-3 p.m.,

Closed Sundays and Holidays

6821 S. Nelson Road, Brodhead, WI

608-879-2525 430183

For more info call toll free 888-825-2005 or visit us at  
565 E. Main St, Evansville, or on the web at WWW.LITEWIRE.NET 

��
��
��

Do You Live in the Country? 
Get Rural High-Speed Internet Service: 

• No Phone Line Required! 
• Local Technical Support!
• No Monthly Data Limits! 

Broadband Internet 
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Let us help your business 
grow, while you get more 

bang for your buck! 

The Independent-Register FREE Shopping News is an invited guest 
in over 10,000 homes each week – to be included, call us at 608-897-2193.

THE PROFESSIONALS
at Your Service...

43
02

07

Don’t Forget... 
Our deadline is 

FRIDAY at Noon!
608-289-2891

Wholesale & Retail limestone
3/4”, 1 1/2”, 3” Breaker Rock

Ryan Farm
Quarries

421476

Red Cross Blood Drive 
a success in Brodhead

A big thank you to every-
one who donated at the Red 
Cross Blood Drive held at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
on Monday, February 6th.

Our goal of 50 units was 

met! Thanks to you, many 
lives were saved!

A special thanks to Anita 
Kammerer and Lavone Pin-
now for working the drive and 
providing treats.

Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC) 
offers Diabetes Self-Management Workshop 

Healthy Living with Diabetes 
 The ADRC – Green County Office 

is offering a high-evidence based, self-
management workshop called Healthy 
Living with Diabetes (HLWD) 
beginning on March 7.

   Healthy Living with Diabetes 
was developed and researched at 
Stanford University of Wisconsin 
to improve confidence and reduce 
hospitalizations, doctor visits and 
emergency department visits for 
people with diabetes. 

We all know of someone who has 
diabetes, whether that be our spouse, 
children, friends, family, or even 
ourselves.  It’s serious.  

Having diabetes is a big change to 
people’s lives – some almost feel it 
controls their life.  What would you 
think of spending just 2 ½ hours a 
week for six weeks, to learn how you 
can take control of your diabetes and 

your life? 
That’s only approximately 15 hours 

to learn tools that will help you for the 
rest of your life!

Here’s what you’ll learn in Healthy 
Living with Diabetes:
•	 healthy eating,
•	 reading nutrition labels and 

planning low-fat meals,
•	 fun ways to get active,
•	 foot care,
•	 preventing or delaying 

complications,
•	 preventing low blood sugar,
•	 tips for talking with their doctor and 

family about their diabetes and 
general health, and

•	 so much more!!
Our next Healthy Living with 

Diabetes starts on Tuesday, March 
7th and runs through April 11th. The 
workshop will meet from 1:30 p.m.-

4:00 p.m. (CST), at the Monticello 
Public Library.  

There is no charge for the workshop.  
When you participate in the workshop, 
you will receive a FREE copy of the 
book, ‘Living a Healthy Life with 
Chronic Conditions,’ (Fourth Edition).

Space is limited and pre-registration 
is necessary.  No living-in county 
requirements.  

If you have Type II diabetes, 
prediabetes, or live with someone who 
has Type II diabetes or prediabetes, 
please consider signing up for this 
workshop. Or, talk to your friends and 
family who have diabetes and let them 
know of this opportunity.

Call the ADRC – Green County 
Office at 608-328-9499, to sign up 
today! Then, mark it on your calendar 
for next month.

Rock County Board Chair 
Seeking Persons Interested 
in Serving on the Rock 
County Board of Health

Rich Bostwick, Rock 
County Board Chair, is seek-
ing persons interested in 
serving on the Rock County 
Board of Health. 

State law requires that 
public members of the Board 
of Health have a demonstrat-
ed interest or competence in 
the field of public or commu-
nity health, including health 
care professionals, and that 
the Board of Health reflects 
the diversity of the commu-
nity.

The Board of Health sup-
ports the advancement of 
public health by providing 
policy supervision to the 
Rock County Public Health 
Department that is aligned 
with the department’s vision 
that everyone in Rock Coun-
ty has an opportunity to reach 
their full health potential.

As outlined in Wis. Stats. 
251.04, the Board of Health 
is responsible for:

Assuring the enforcement 
of state public health statutes

Assessing public health 
needs

Advocating for reasonable 
and necessary public health 
services

Developing policy and pro-
viding leadership that fosters 
local involvement and com-
mitment, emphasizes public 
health needs, and advocates 
for the equitable distribution 
of public health resources. 
Assuring that measures are 
taken to provide an environ-

ment in which individuals 
can be healthy Rock County 
residents are encouraged to 
submit their interest to serve 
as a community representa-
tive on the Board of Health 
by March 6, 2023, through 
the newly created online por-
tal on the Rock County web-
site. The portal can be found 
at this link https://www.
co . rock .wi .us / res idents /
join-a-committee or by click-
ing on “Residents” at the top 
of the County’s website and 
following the link to join a 
committee. This portal can 
be used by residents to ex-
press their interest in serving 
on any County committee 
that has community repre-
sentatives.

The Board of Health con-
sists of nine members, in-
cluding five public members 
whose terms are expiring. 
Newly appointed public 
members serve two-year 
terms beginning April 1. The 
Board of Health currently 
meets the first Wednesday of 
each month at 6pm.  Meetings 
are currently hybrid, with the 
in-person option being held 
at the Health Department’s 
Janesville location.

Questions about the roles 
and responsibilities of the 
Board of Health can be di-
rected to Rock County Health 
Officer Katrina Harwood at 
Katrina Harwood at Katrina.
Harwood@co.rock.wi.us.

Brodhead boys 
win three out of 
last four games
By Trenten Scheidegger
SportS reporter

 After suffering a ten-game 
losing streak in the middle of 
the season, the Brodhead Car-
dinals boys’ basketball team 
went on to win three of their 
last four matchups. 

 Last week, the Cards had a 
trio of Rock Valley Conference 
matchups against the Evans-
ville Blue Devils, the Clinton 
Cougars, and the Edgerton 
Tide.  

 The Cards began the week 
by playing host to the Blue 
Devils, who came to Brodhead 
with an 11-9 record.  This was 
the second meeting between 
these two with Evansville win-
ning the first by a score of 71-
48.  Brodhead hoped to avoid 
the season sweep, this time 
around. 

 The cards weren’t in play 
for Brodhead, however.  Tom-
my Meier’s squad found them-
selves trailing 49-28 in the first 
half alone.  A majority of Brod-
head’s first half points came 
from behind the three-point arc.  
Cullen Walker, Gabe Bockhop, 
Sam Searls, and Brody Riese 
each hit a three in the opening 
half.  It wouldn’t be enough 
to keep pace, however, as the 
Cards went into the break fac-
ing a twenty-one-point deficit.  

 Things weren’t much better 
in the second half.  Bockhop 
had a nice half on the offensive 
end as he put up twelve second 
half points.  Jaxon Dooley put 
up nine points after having just 
two in the entire first half.  De-
spite the duo of Bockhop and 
Dooley combining for twen-
ty-one second half points, the 
Cardinal offense wasn’t play-
ing complimentary basketball.  
The duo scored sixty four per-
cent of Brodhead’s offense in 
the second half.  

 Eventually, Brodhead fell by 
a score of 76-61.  Bockhop led 
the way with seventeen points 
in the loss. Dooley was next up 
with eleven, while Walker fin-

ished with ten.  
 The very next day, the Cards 

were back on their home court 
to play host to the Clinton Cou-
gars.  Earlier in the season, 
Brodhead fell to the Cougars 
by a score of 73-65.  With the 
Cards in jeopardy of suffering 
another season sweep, Brod-
head looked to the duo of Dool-
ey and Walker to get them back 
in the win column. 

 In the first half, it was Walk-
er who led the way.  The sopho-
more’s aggressive play got him 
to the free throw line, where 
he seven of his eight attempts.  
Walker also sunk a three-point-
er on his way to thirteen first 
half points.  

 Brodhead was letting it fly 
from deep as a team.  Searls 
and Riese each hit a trio of first 
half three-pointers as the team 
combined for eight threes in the 
half.  This was the type of com-
plimentary basketball the Cards 
had been seeking throughout 
the season.  Eventually, the 
Cards took a 46-38 lead into the 
break. 

 The Clinton defense would 
erase Brodhead’s three-point 
game in the second half.  Forced 
to go to work inside, Brodhead 
looked to Dooley to lead the 
way.  Dooley, a six-foot guard, 
exploded for fifteen points in 
the second half.  Only three of 
those came from behind the arc 
as Dooley looked to attack the 
paint against Clinton.  

 It was Dooley’s big sec-
ond half that helped the Cards 
secure the win as they beat 
Clinton 83-63.  Dooley led the 
team with twenty-two points, 
while Walker was right behind 
him with twenty-one.  Riese 
was next up for Brodhead with 
twelve points, while Bockhop 
and Searls each finished with 
nine.  

 Winning three out of four, 
the Cards were able to improve 
their record to 7-14 before fac-
ing off with a tough Edgerton 
Tide squad to end the week.

393041
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Remember 

to include 

the 5W’s: 

Who, what 

where, 

when and 

why!

You ought to be in pictures!

t Community events, car washes, festivals, lemonade  
   stands, school projects – people at work and at play.
We are interested!

t Show the community what
   your group has been doing! 

t NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
t Just shoot and e-mail!

t We need you to ID everyone
   in the photo first and last names required.

t Tell us what is happening in the photo.

t Please do NOT crop your photos.

t Tell us who took the photo and we will give
   them a photo credit.

PHOTOS MAY ALSO APPEAR ON OUR WEBSITE, indreg.com

This is
your chance to 
promote your

organization or 
special event! 

THIS IS AN OPEN CALL FOR SUBMITTED PHOTOS
 TO BE USED IN YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER!

393098

E-mail your photos at the highest 
possible resolution to:

news@indreg.com
BY NOON ON FRIDAY

February 12 to 18, 2023
A Safe Community … 

Serving with P.R.I.D.E.

The purpose of the Dis-
patch Blotter is to raise 
community awareness and 
to assist in solving open 
cases. The blotter is not in-
tended to be an all-inclusive 
listing of administrative and 
operational activities which 
occurred during the period 
reflected.

Feb. 12
-12:54 p.m., Police re-

sponded to the 1100 block 
of 1st Center Ave. for the re-
port of Theft; an undisclosed 
amount of cash was taken. 
This matter remains under 
investigation. B23-00773

-3:05 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 1000 block of 
19th St. for the report of Il-
legal Burning; subject burn-
ing items other than clean 
wood. Contact was made and 
a warning was issued. B23-
00774

-7:10 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 1000 block 
of 21st St. for the report of 
a Traffic Complaint; vehicles 
speeding in the area. Police 
checked the area but did not 
locate any violations. B23-
00776

-11:00 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 400 block of 
E 9th Ave. for the report of 
Suspicious Activity; a vehi-
cle repeatedly driving in the 
area. Police checked the area 
but did not locate any suspi-
cious behavior. B23-00779

-11:10 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 300 block of 
E 9th Ave. for the report of 
an Animal Problem; a dog at 
large. The owner was con-
tacted and a warning was is-
sued. B23-00780

Feb. 13
-8:45 a.m., Police respond-

ed to the 2100 block of W 5th 
Ave. for the report of an An-
imal Problem; a dog at large.

The owner was contacted 
and a warning was issued. 
B23-00782

-4:19 p.m., Police respond-
ed to the 2100 block of 1st 
Center Ave. for the report of 
Suspicious Activity; subjects 
being followed by a vehicle. 
This matter remains under 
investigation. B23-00791

Feb. 14
-6:55 p.m., Police re-

sponded to the 300 block of 
E 9th Ave. for a Traffic Haz-
ard; a trampoline blown from 
a yard. The owner was locat-
ed and retrieved the property. 
B23-00804

-8:22 p.m., a 27-year-
old Brodhead man was cit-
ed in the 100 block of 23rd 
St. for Operating without a 
Valid Driver’s License and 
Non-registration of Auto. 
B23-00807

Feb. 15
-12:38 p.m., Police re-

sponded to the 1200 block 
of E 3rd Ave. for the report 
of Trespassing; an unknown 
subject entered a residence. 
This matter remains under 
investigation. B23-00816

-5:48 p.m., a 38-year-old 
Albany woman was arrest-
ed in the 1600 block of 1st 
Center Ave. for two counts of 
Retail Theft. B23-00819

-8:58 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 400 block of 
10th St. for the report of an 
Animal Problem; dogs run-
ning at large. Police checked 
the area but did not locate the 
animals. B23-00821

Feb. 16
-8:13 a.m., Police respond-

ed to the 100 block of 23rd 
St. for the report of a Traf-

fic Crash; a turning vehicle 
slid into another vehicle. The 
driver was warned for Oper-
ating too Fast for Conditions. 
B23-00829

-5:06 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 200 block of 
E 5th Ave. for the report of 
Theft by Contractor. This 
matter remains under inves-
tigation. B23-00836

-11:56 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 1100 block 
of W 2nd Ave. for an Alco-
hol Offense; a subject with 
intoxicants outside a tavern. 
Contact was made and a 
warning was issued. B23-
00841

Feb. 17
-7 citations for violation of 

the City’s Winter Parking or-
dinance were issued.

Feb. 18
-7:30 a.m., Police re-

sponded to the 300 block of 
E 9th Ave. for the report of 
Disorderly Conduct; a ve-
hicle covered in chalk paint 
. This matter remains under 
investigation. B23-00865

-5:32 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 700 block of 
W 3rd Ave. for the report 
of Suspicious Activity; a 
subject received a call from 
someone claiming to be a 
family member. No infor-
mation was released by the 
complainant; informational 
case only. B23-00870

-9:31 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 700 block of 
21st St for Suspicious Activ-
ity; door open at a business. 
Contact was made with the 
owners of the business; no 
other suspicious activity was 
observed. B23-00882

-11:40 p.m., Police re-
sponded to the 1000 block of 
1st Center Ave. for the report 
of Disorderly Conduct; sub-
jects involved in an alterca-
tion. This matter remains un-
der investigation. B23-00885

Calls for Service 
(minus calls below) 43
Follow up to Incidents 16
Vehicle Registrations 3
Citizen Assists/
    Community Policing 16
Security Checks 9
Assist Other Agencies 4
Traffic Stops 1
911/BEEMS 12
Fire Calls 3
EMS Calls 7
Mental Health 
      Transports 0
Detoxification 
      Transports 0

GREEN COUNTY CRIME 
STOPPERS

Anyone with information 
on the incidents the police 
still have under investigation 
are encouraged to contact the 
Green County Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-422-7463 or 
the Brodhead Police Depart-
ment at 897-2112.

Chris P. Hughes 1004 W. 
Exchange Street

Chief of Police Brodhead, 
WI 53520

Emergency: 911
Trevor Long Business Of-

fice: (608) 897-2112
Deputy Police Chief Fax: 

(608) 897-2933
Email:bhpd@brodheadpo-

lice.com.

Monroe woman 
killed in two vehicle 

crash in Avon
On Friday, Feb. 17, Deputies from the Rock County 

Sheriff’s Office responded to a report of a two-vehicle 
crash on W. STH 81 approximately .5 west of S. Moraity 
Road in the Town of Avon.  Fire/EMS personnel from the 
Village of Orfordville and, City of Beloit also assisted 
at the scene along with the Rock County Highway 
Department.

The investigators reported a 2013 Toyota Highlander, 
driven by a 71-year-old female from Monroe, was 
traveling eastbound on W. STH 81 when the driver lost 
control on the slippery shoulder. The SUV slid across 
the centerline and into the path of an oncoming 2014 
Kenworth truck, driven by a 70-year-old male from 
Capron, IL which was traveling westbound.

Both vehicles collided and came to rest in the 
westbound lane of traffic. The Monroe woman was 
transported to Beloit Memorial Hospital where she was 
later pronounced dead. The Capron, IL man appeared 
uninjured and denied medical attention on scene. 

Both drivers had been wearing their seatbelts at the 
time of the crash, which remains under investigation at 
this time.

According to Curtis N. Fell, Sheriff, no charges or 
citations are anticipated.

For further information contact Captain Matt Jacobson
Case: SO2308109 (608) 757-7968

Rock County Sheriff Fell 
reports an OWI 4th Arrest

On Feb. 16, Captain Matt 
Jacobson, at 12:38 a.m., a 
Rock County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputy stopped to check on a 
stalled vehicle on N Hwy 26 
by N Harmony Townhall Rd, 
in the Town of Harmony, WI. 
Case: SO2307909 608-757-
7968

The driver was identified 
as John J. Kimpel (53, from 
Janesville, WI). Kimpel dis-
played signs of impairment 
and after the investigation 
was arrested for Operating 
While Intoxicated.

Kimpel has three prior con-
victions for Operating While 
Intoxicated, making this ar-

rest a 4th Offense, which is a 
felony. Kimpel was transport-
ed to the Rock County Jail 
and was scheduled for Jail 
Court.

“Pursuant to the directive 
of the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court, as found in Supreme 
Court Rule 20:3.6, Trial Pub-
licity, you are advised that a 
charge is merely an accusa-
tion and that a defendant is 
presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.”

For further details, contact 
Rock County Sheriff’s Office,

Janesville, WI 53545
Phone: 608-757-8000 
Fax: 608-757-7997

Brodhead police

BELVIDERE COLLECTIBLE COINS

880 Belvidere Rd. (Logan Square), Belvidere, IL • bcoins60@yahoo.com
815.547.7111 www.GoldSilverJewelryCoin.com

NEED CASH? Turn your Gold and Silver into CASH!
10% MORE for 

jewelry with this ad!
BUYING ALL: U.S. Rare Coins • World Coins • Proof Sets • Mint Sets • BU Rolls • Gold • Silver

 Platinum • Dental Gold • Jewelry • Sterling Silver • Scrap Gold Bullion • Currency • Pocket Watches 
Diamonds • .999 Fine Silver/Gold Plate Costume Jewelry • Silverware • Foreign Exchange

Gold • Silver • Jewelry • Coins 
Flatware • Diamonds • Sterling

40
36

86

M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wisconsin Local 
Food Purchase 
Assistance Program

WFU is working with 
partners across the state to 
develop a Wisconsin Local 
Foods Directory allowing 
farmers to promote their 
products to buyers of all 
kinds: institutions, hunger 
relief organizations, restau-
rants, groceries, and direct 
consumers.

Wisconsin Farmers Union 
(WFU) is proud to partner 
with the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture Trade 
and Consumer Protection 
(DATCP) on a recently an-
nounced Wisconsin Local 
Food Purchase Assistance 
Program (WI-LFPA) grant. 

Other partners supporting 
the project include Marble-
seed and the Wisconsin Food 
Hub Cooperative. 

The directory is in the de-
velopment stage but, WFU 
hopes that members will  
soon be able to take advan-
tage of this opportunity to 
promote their products and 
strengthen the local food 
system long into the future.

About the Project: DATCP 
has a cooperative agreement 
with the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Agricultural Marketing Ser-
vice to create this program. 
WI-LFPA aims to strengthen 
local food systems, support 
Wisconsin Farmers, and dis-
tribute fresh nutritious foods 
to under-served communi-
ties.

DATCP is working col-
laboratively with producers, 
distributors, food security 
organizations, and tribal 
partners to provide program 
development, coordinate 
transportation and logistics, 
and procure food from local 

producers. Project partners 
each bring unique attributes 
that support specific pro-
gram areas in this collabo-
ration: WFU is working to 
further develop local food 
networks by organizing on-
line resources and mapping 
producers of Wisconsin and 
regional tribal territories in 
the Wisconsin Local Food 
Directory. As the project 
moves forward, resource 
lists will be compiled for 
project stakeholders while 
setting up the Directory 
(which will be free for all 
WFU members who choose 
to opt in). You can learn 
more about the directory by 
visiting wilocalfood.org.

$1.5 million grant for 
farmers provided by 
Marbleseed

Marbleseed is provid-
ing producer education and 
granting $1.5 million to 
farmers to grow food for un-
der-served markets. 

They will distribute grants 
ranging from $5,000-15,000 
to farmers via pre-season 
contracts based on farm-
er-driven prices with a spe-
cific focus on marginalized 
farmers (including BIPOC, 
beginning, and veteran farm-
ers). 

For details, reach out to 
Marbleseed’s WI-LFPA 
Specialists or visit: 
wi localfood.org/wi- l f-

pa-application.
The Wisconsin Food Hub 

Cooperative is handling the 
movement of food, ensuring 
products get to communities 
in need.  To learn more go to 
wilocalfood.org/resource.

Virtual Women’s Incontinence 
Program offers tools & tips 

If you are struggling with 
incontinence issues, know 
that you’re not alone. 

A program offered through 
the Aging & Disability Re-
source Center, Monroe, 
Wisc., can help. Mind Over 
Matter: Healthy Bow-
els, Healthy Bladder is a 
workshop designed to give 
women, age 50 and older, 
the tools they need to take 
control of their bladder and 
bowel symptoms. 

More than half of the 
women over age 50 experi-
ence issues with bladder or 
bowel control. These prob-

lems can be slightly bother-
some or totally debilitating. 

For some women, the pos-
sibility of an embarrassing 
situation controls their lives.  
They no longer go out to en-
joy their usual activities. 

The workshop provides 
information, group activi-
ties, and simple exercises 
and dietary changes to prac-
tice at home. 

Some past participant tes-
timonials include, “I am not 
alone, and there are things I 
can do to improve my symp-
toms, such as exercises,” 
“great program – wasn’t 

aware there was anything 
out there like this.  It’s a 
great help to women,” and 
“there are “things” you can 
do to improve bladder and 
bowel symptoms.  The sup-
port and accountability to 
each other is very helpful.  
Would recommend to oth-
ers.”

Our Virtual Mind Over 
Matter offering consists of 
three, 2½ hour sessions, 
meeting every other week. 

The next offering of Mind 
Over Matter will be on 
March 2, 16, and 30, from 
5:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m. (CST) 

Virtual, via the Zoom plat-
form.  

A Zoom Practice Session 
will be held at 5:00 p.m. 
(CST) on Thursday, Feb. 23.  
You must be able to attend 
all three sessions to be eligi-
ble to participate.  

This class is free of 
charge.  Pre-registration is 
necessary and spots are lim-
ited.  

This class fills up fast, so 
be sure to call right away!  

To learn more or to regis-
ter for the workshop, please 
contact the Green County 
ADRC at 608-328-9499.

Support the buSineSSeS
that Support you!

393039
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MILK, COFFEE, DONUTS, CHEESE & CRACKERS SERVED DAILY! 

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAYS 
 
 
 
 

 

20% OFF ALL CNH PARTS! If we don’t have it on hand-we’ll be glad to order them!! 

4% CONVENIENCE FEE If You Use Your Credit Cards 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS: 
  APRIL 20                  JUNE 15 
  AUG. 17                   OCT. 19 
 DEC. 21 

PRICES GOOD FOR ON-HAND INVENTORY ONLY 

 1414 State Road 23 • Dodgeville, WI 53533 • (608) 935-3326  

CALL IN your order & we will have it ready for you to pick up! 

CORDEX XTREME NET WRAP 
48”x9840’ ............................ $  197.95  
51”x9840’ ................................ 202.70  
64”x7000’ ................................ 189.90  
67”x7000’ ................................ 206.70  

 ECONOMY LINE NET WRAP 
48”x9840’ ............................ $  187.95 
64”x7000’ ................................ 176.95   

20” Winmore  ......................... $ 77.95  
30” Win 1, 1.2, 1.5 mil  .............. 88.20  
30” Silacord (5 Layer) ............... 99.75  

7,200 FT & 9,000 FT. ....... $ 27.25  
20,000 FT (2 Balls) ............. 23.50  
4,000 FT. — 350 ................. 30.95  
4,000 FT. — 440 ................. 34.95  
4,000 FT. — 450 ................. 35.95  
4,000 FT. — 500 ................. 37.95  

7,200’ & 9,000’ ................. $ 48.50  
16,000’ ................................ 46.80  

HAY PRESERVATIVE 
450lb Drum .................... $ 396.50  
2400lb Tote .................... 2100.00  

 
COW TOWELS 

4000 Towels Reg ............. $ 31.95 
4000 Towels 5+ Boxes ........ 30.95 
Shop Towels 700 shts....... 29.95 

TILLAGE (Made in USA) 
4” Twisted Shovel ............ $ 19.95 
7” Sweeps ........................... 12.75 
9” Sweeps ........................... 13.75 
11” Sweeps ......................... 14.75 
 
PALLET FORKS ........... $ 675.00 
   Walk-Through 

HYDRAULIC FLUID         SALE 
5 Gal. Bucket ................ $ 62.95  
55 Gallon Drum .............. 597.95  
ENGINE OIL #30 
5 Gal. Bucket ................ $ 69.95  
55 Gallon Drum .............. 707.80  
ENGINE OIL 10W30 
5 Gal. Bucket ................ $ 68.95  
55 Gallon Drum .............. 687.95  
ENGINE OIL 15W40 
5 Gal. Bucket ................ $ 68.95  
55 Gallon Drum .............. 688.30  
DIESEL EXHAUST FLUID 

2.5 Gal. Jug ................... $ 11.55  
55 Gal. Drum .................. 174.20  
275 Gal. Tote ................. 681.70  
Tote Deposit ................... 250.00 
Drum Deposit ................... 90.00 
Bulk DEF in your container.....2.10/gal 

SKID LOADER TIRES 
10x16.5 ....................... $ 127.95  
12x16.5 .......................... 163.95  
14x17.5 .......................... 296.96  

TRACTOR FRONTS 
6.00x16 ................................$ 87.95  
6.50x16 ...................................98.95  
7.50x16 .................................120.95  
11L-15 - 3 Rib .......................173.95  
11L-15 - 4 Rib .......................191.75  
10.00x16 - 3 Rib .................. 198.95 
10.00x16 - 4 Rib ...................212.95  
11.00x16 - 3 Rib .................. 239.95 
11.00x16 - 4 Rib ...................234.75  
14L-16.1 - 4 Rib  ...................374.25  

TRACTOR REARS 
13.6 -38 Bias .........................510.95  
15.5-38 Bias ..........................610.95  
18.4-34 Bias ..........................730.95  
18.4-38 Bias ..........................825.75  
20.8-38 Bias ........................1195.95  
18.4-42 Radial ....................1425.75  
 

WAGON TIRES  
7.60-15 8PLY .......................$ 69.95  
9.5-14 8PLY ..........................104.75  
9.5L-15 8PLY ..........................78.50  
11L-14 8PLY .........................114.95  
11L-15 12PLY .........................85.95  
12L-15 12PLY .......................105.95  
12L-16 12PLY .......................155.95  
31x13.5-15 10PLY ................224.75  
11L-15 - tire, tube & rim ........... 170.95  
12L-15- tire, tube & rim ............ 190.95  

All Plastic Twine & Net Wrap Made in Portugal 

SILAGE BAGS - Ag-Bag Brand-Call for pricing & availability 

43
32

00
TWO-DAY SPRING FLING 

ESTATE AUCTION
LIVE, IN-PERSON & ONLINE

TUMBLESON AUCTION CENTER
1635 NORTH MAIN ST., PRINCETON, IL 

Located 100 miles West of Chicago, IL just off INT 80, Exit 56, South on Rt. 26

SATURDAY, MARCH 4 & SUNDAY, MARCH 5
10 A.M. (PREVIEW: 8 A.M.) 

**PREVIEW OF BOTH DAYS: FRIDAY, MARCH 3 FROM 4-6 P.M.**
View FULL LISTING/CATALOG & absentee online bidding on website:  

www.tumblesonauction.com or bid live through Proxibid
SATURDAY, MARCH 4

Lg. Homemade Decorative Ford Truck Front ONLY w/ Light Up Headlights, CB&Q RR Sign & 
License Plates 1939-1980’s. COINS & CURRENCY: Gold Coin, Silver Dollars  & Lg. Group of 
CURRENCY. LG. COLLECTION OF TOYS: Farm Machinery Toys, Various Collector Toys, Lg. 
Collection of Mostly Lionel O Gauge Trains & Lg. Collection of Approx. 200 Collector Barbies-NIB. 
HARLEY COLLECTIBLES & NASCAR: Harley Davidson Collectibles & VERY LG. Collection of 
Over 1000 Nascar Items (Most are New in Boxes or Packages). 

BOBBY IRWIN ESTATE-SELLER: BEV IRWIN, STERLING, IL & OTHERS.

SUNDAY, MARCH 5
ANTIQUE & PRIMITIVE FURNITURE; STERLING, QUALITY GLASSWARE, CLOCKS, PICTURES; 
PRIMITIVES & STONEWARE; FINE & COSTUME JEWELRY, LADIES ITEMS & LONGABERGER 
BASKETS; TOYS & ADVERTISING & LG. COLLECTION OF DOLLS & FURNITURE.
KAY BROWNING ESTATE, PRINCETON, IL; ELAINE CUSHMAN, STERLING, IL; & OTHERS.

Many box lots after this auction to be sold at the end  with no internet bidding!
PLEASE NOTE: This is a LIVE, IN-PERSON AUCTION with PROXIBID-ONLINE LIVE, ABSENTEE 
BIDDING &  PHONE BIDDING AVAILABLE!

1635 N. MAIN ST., PRINCETON, IL 61356
PHONE: 815-872-1852             EMAIL: ttauction@yahoo.com
AUCTIONEERS: Tom & Mary Tumbleson; Tiffany Foes & 
Rob Young, Rock Falls, IL
TERMS: 10% buyer’s premium. Cash, check, credit card 
accepted with 5% fee.

433201

Two Wisconsin 
animal health actions 
gain support of 
National Association 
of State Departments 
of Agriculture

The first action item en-
courages USDA to publish 
rates or guidance explaining 
which disease response costs 
the federal government will 
cover in order to reduce con-
fusion for producers and aid 
states in developing emergen-
cy plans. These changes will 
enable states to confidently 
move forward with contract-
ing and purchasing to facili-
tate a rapid response.

The second action item en-
courages USDA to develop 
incentives to help producers 
develop depopulation and 
disposal plans to prepare for 
animal disease emergencies. 
This will allow impacted 
farms to complete depop-
ulation and disposal more 
efficiently when needed and 
allow them to return to pro-
duction quicker.

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Trade 
and Consumer Protection 
(DATCP) Secretary Randy 
Romanski participated in the 
National Association of State 
Departments of Agriculture 
(NASDA) 2023 Winter Poli-
cy Conference in Washington 
D.C. last week. 

While there, he proposed 
the two action items, not-
ed above, related to animal 
health, which passed the or-
ganization with unanimous 
support.

“Over the past several days, 
I participated with my col-
leagues in robust discussions 
about the challenges we are 
facing responding to animal 
diseases such as highly patho-
genic avian influenza,” said

Romanski. “With the pas-
sage of these action items, 
NASDA will now work with 
federal government officials 
and industry stakeholders to 
move them forward.”

While in Washington D.C. 
the regional Midwestern As-
sociation of State Depart-
ments of Agriculture (MAS-
DA) group met, and Secre-
tary Romanski was elected 
Treasurer of the organization.

The Food Export Associa-
tion of the Midwest USA also 
met at the Winter Policy Con-
ference.  Romanski was also 
selected to serve as the next 
Secretary/Treasurer of Food 
Export-Midwest.

“As Secretary/Treasurer, I 
will serve on the Executive 
Committee and look forward 

to increasing my involvement 
in the details of the Food 
Export-Midwest board to in-
crease our region’s agricultur-
al exports around the world,” 
added Romanski. “I look for-
ward to this new position and 
identifying opportunities for 
Wisconsin to advance its ag-
ricultural exports.”

The 2023 Farm Bill is a pri-
ority for NASDA. 

NASDA has identified 10 
policy areas including ag-
riculture research, animal 
disease, conservation and 
climate resiliency, cyber se-
curity, food safety, hemp, in-
vasive species, local food sys-
tems, special crops, and trade 
promotion.

“The theme of this year’s 
Winter Policy Conference 
was ‘United We Thrive,’ and 
it is clear that our messages 
are amplified when we work 
together on federal policy is-
sues,” explained Romanski. 
“I will continue to work with 
my colleagues to advocate for 
Wisconsin agriculture.”

A student from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin–Madison 
Minorities in Agriculture, 
Natural Resources and Relat-
ed Sciences (MANRRS) or-
ganization, Confidence John, 
participated in the Winter Pol-
icy Conference through the 
Agriculture Policy Summit. 

The Agriculture Policy 
Summit teaches undergrad-
uate and graduate students 
about federal agriculture pol-
icy through hands-on experi-
ences.

“I am proud Confidence 
was selected to be part of 
the Agriculture Policy Sum-
mit, and he was a wonderful 
representative for Wisconsin 
throughout the conference.” 
concluded Romanski. “As a 
native of Nigeria and a Mas-
ter’s student studying agro-
ecology, Confidence brings 
a valuable perspective to the 
agricultural policy discus-
sions.”

NASDA is a nonpartisan 
association including all 50 
states and four territories. 

To learn more about NAS-
DA, visit https://www.nasda.
org/.

For more information con-
tact: Sam Otterson, Commu-
nications Director, (608) 334-
0220, sam.otterson@wiscon-
sin.gov.

Ketch Movie Night rescheduled to March 2
The Vintage Aviation Mov-

ie Night on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 16th, was canceled be-
cause of the snow storm.

The movie, WINGS IN 

THE DARK, IS rescheduled 
for Thursday, March 2nd - 
same movie, same delicious 
pizza and popcorn, just a dif-
ferent day!

Consider joining our Su-
per-special monthly donors!

By signing up to make an 
automatic, recurring monthly 
donation of $10, $25, or $50, 

you help us offer awesome 
free aviation opportunities to 
all ages - and by the end of a 
year, you’ve made a huge an-
nual gift! Thank you.

your source for on-line news:
indreg.

COM
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AGENDA

BRODHEAD SCHOOL 
DISTRICT

Facility Planning Committee 
Meeting

Monday, February 27, 2023
DISTRICT OFFICE BOARD 

ROOM
2501 West 5th Avenue,

Brodhead, WI

6:00 P.M.

jOIN WITH GOOGLE MEET:
https://meet.google.com/

oiv-jiji-thn 

join by telephone:
+1 727-325-2066
(PIN: 996403637)

AGENDA

i. intRoDUCtionS

ii. CoMMittee ChARGe AnD 
oUtCoMeS

iii. CoMMittee leADeRShip

iV. pRoCeSS ReVieW

V. SCheDUle FUtURe Meet-
inG[S]

Vi. ADjoURn

the independent Register
2/22/2023
WnAXlp 433132

CITY OF BRODHEAD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

pleASe tAKe notiCe that a 
public hearing will be held by 
the City of brodhead board of 
Appeals on Monday, February 
27, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. in the brod-
head City hall, 1111 W. 2nd Av-
enue, brodhead, to consider the 
following request for variance to 
the zoning/building codes:

Request by Scott Cook for a vari-
ance to 1402 17th Street. the 
applicant is requesting a second 
driveway to be constructed to 
his detached garage from West 
6th Ave. per ordinance chapter 
236, only one driveway is per-
mitted in residential property.  
legal description is: Original 
Plat Block 210 Lots 1 & 2

Request by Midwest Wi, llC & 
peter oleszczuk for a variance 

to parcel 210 01912501 (va-
cant lot South East Corner of 
Hwy 11 & Hwy 104). the ap-
plicant is requesting a variance 
reduce the number of required 
parking stalls from 86 to 50. 
legal description is: PT NW ¼ 
Crosswinds Lot 1

All persons, their agents or attor-
neys will be given an opportunity 
to be heard in relation thereto.

nikolai Wahl, City Clerk
City of brodhead

the independent Register
2/15, 2/22/2023
WnAXlp 432806

Town of Spring Valley
Planning & Zoning Meeting

Monday, February 27th, 2023
At the Orfordville Fire Station

173 North Wright Street, 
Orfordville, WI

6:00 PM
Agenda:

1. Call to order

2. Reading and approval of min-
utes

3. old business: A.) Condition-
al Use permit (CUp) for jesus 
Mata & jill Clark-Mata - 14315 
W State Rd 11, parcel 6-18-
130.for a (F) non-Agricultural 
business/home occupation. b.) 
Frontier building permit for tSV 
r.o.w. work

4. new business: A.) parkview 
Sunny peace prairie 2604 S. 
Coon island Rd. - Signage - pos-
sible variance for second sign   
b.) Randall’s Wood Shop 3433 
S Dickey Rd. A2 parcel ques-
tion(s). C.) 

5. building permits: A.) Spring 
Valley Ventures / Farm City ele-
vator 4121 S County Rd t, brod-
head, Wi 53520 - new storage 
bin.

6. Audience communication - 
RC planning Draft Mother-in-
law Suite ordinance language.

7. Adjournment

Chris Duemler
Chairman

the independent Register
2/22/2023
WnAXlp 433227

I R Legal Notices

Wisconsin Veterans Chamber of Commerce 
offers veterans help with employment 
via partnership with New Horizons of 

Wisconsin and Mission Wisconsin
On Feb. 17, the Wisconsin Veterans 

Chamber of Commerce (WVCC) 
announced a strategic partnership 
providing military veterans with 
ready access to technology, 
business certification programs and 
scholarship opportunities.

The partnership with New 
Horizons of Wisconsin and 
Mission Wisconsin will expand up-
skilling opportunities for military 
veterans, and service members 
and their families, in Wisconsin, 
while assisting employers with the 
development of military and veteran 
talent programs. 

Wisconsin’s unemployment rate 
of military veterans is historically 
low.  However, underemployment 
has been shown to be one of the 
most significant challenges faced 
by returning veterans. According 
to a study conducted by LinkedIn, 
veterans are 37 percent more likely to 

be underemployed than non-veterans.
“Expanding outreach and services 

to the military-affiliated population 
presents a unique solution to 
Wisconsin’s workforce shortage 
while addressing the employment 
needs of our state’s veterans and 
service members,” said WVCC 
President/CEO Saul Newton. “Our 
partnership with New Horizons of 
Wisconsin and Mission Wisconsin 
allows us to strategically engage with 
jobseekers while providing direct 
assistance to employers seeking to 
recruit and train veteran and military 
talent.”

Wisconsin is home to more 
than 300,000 military veterans, 
and Department of Defense data 
shows nearly 4,500 military service 
members leave active duty and 
relocate to the state every year. New 
Horizons of Wisconsin is associated 
with local Veteran organizations and 

County Veteran Service Officers 
across the State. 

In 2020, New Horizons was 
awarded a grant from AT&T to 
provide Career Training Programs to 
local veterans to up-skill themselves 
in order to enter the exciting world 
of Technology. “We are thrilled 
to partner with both the Veteran’s 
Chamber of Commerce and Mission 
Wisconsin to open up opportunities 
for veterans across the state to 
access our in-demand technology 
and professional skills programs. We 
believe that learning new skills is the 
fastest way to change a life, and now 
veterans have a chance to change 
their lives with our help. It’s a great 
partnership.” Said New Horizons 
CEO Patrick Riley.

For more information, contact 
Saul Newton, snewton@
wiveteranschamber.org, (414) 207-
4376.

The 2023 EDGE and Connect 
Leadership Conferences 
March 23-24, 2023

Join us in Stevens Point, March 23 and 24 for these high-im-
pact, success conferences for all Wisconsin Future Farmers of 
America members (FFA)! 

The conference content is for  7th, 8th,  9th and 10th grade 
FFA student members.  

Students will examine the influence they have on others and 
use it to build healthy relationships. Students will be intro-
duced to the theme of the conference by evaluating their role in 
helping others feel connected. Content to be covered includes 
high-energy, hands-on style under the direction Rhett Lau-
bach from YourNextSpeaker, LLC; a professional trainer who 
knows FFA, student successes and how to engage an audience.

FFA Member Fee $50.00
Meal Package: $35.00/person Includes: Evening Snacks and 

Entertainment, Saturday Breakfast and Saturday Lunch.
For complete details about the conference and hotel registra-

tion go to https://wisconsinaged.org/events/edgeconnect.
Registration Deadline: March 3, 2023
FFA members are part of a total program in agricultural 

education, consisting of classroom instruction in agriculture, 
supervised agricultural experiences where students gain ca-
reer skills and on the job training and leadership development 
through the FFA organization.

Permanent ice shanty & portable ice shanties removal 
dates approaching still allowed after deadlines

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) reminds ice anglers 
that it’s time to remove their 
permanent ice shanties from 
Wisconsin’s waters. 

The deadlines to remove 
permanent ice shanties, or 
those that are not removed 
daily, on inland and bound-
ary waters are:  

•	 Wisconsin – Iowa bound-
ary waters by Feb. 20

•	 Wisconsin – Minneso-
ta boundary waters by 

March 1
•	 Inland waters south of 

Highway 64 by March 5
•	 Wisconsin – Michigan 

boundary waters by 
March 15

•	 Lake Michigan, Green 
Bay, Lake Superior and 
inland waters north of 
Highway 64 by March 
19

   Portable ice shanties 
can still be used after these 
dates, so long as they are 
removed from the ice when 
they are not actively in use 

and at the end of each day.
Owners having difficul-

ty removing their shanty 
should seek help from local 
fishing clubs, vendors and 
other anglers.

The removal deadlines 
are to ensure shanties are 
removed and to avoid the 
additional costs and hazards 
of shanties breaking through 
the ice.

The DNR reminds ice 
anglers that no ice is ever 
100% safe. 

The DNR does not moni-

tor ice conditions, so anglers 
should check with local fish-
ing clubs and bait shops for 
current ice conditions.

Here are a few ice safety 
tips to remember:
•	 Carry a cell phone, and 

let people know where 
you are going and when 
you’ll return home.

•	 Wear proper clothing and 
equipment, including 
a life jacket or a float 
coat, to help you stay 
afloat and to help main-
tain body heat.

•	 Wear ice creepers at-
tached to boots to pre-
vent slipping on clear 
ice.

•	 Carry a spud bar to check 
the ice while walking to 
new areas.

•	 Carry a few spikes and 
a length of light rope 
in an easily accessi-
ble pocket to help pull 
yourself – or others – 
out of the ice.

If you fall in, remain as 
calm as possible. While at-
tempting to get out of the 

water, call for help. 
Anyone who attempts 

to rescue you should use a 
rope or something similar to 
avoid falling through them-
selves.

Do not travel in unfamiliar 
areas or at night.

Any owners who don’t 
take responsibility for re-
moving their shanty should 
be reported to the DNR 
Violation Hotline online 
or by calling or texting 
1-800-TIP-WNDR or 1-800-
847-9367.

FFA news

How I overcame the vicious 
cycle of worry and fear

By Stan Popovich
Contributor

Do you ever get stuck 
in the vicious cycle of 
worry and fear in your 
life? As a published author 
of a managing fear book, 
I struggled with fear and 
anxiety for over 20 years. 

Here is a brief summary of 
what I did to overcome the 
cycle of fear and anxiety in 
my life.

1. I got advice from the 
professionals: The first thing 
I did was to talk to various 
counselors since they know 
how to conquer fear and 
anxiety. Whenever I talked to 
the counselors, I would bring 
a notebook and take notes so 
I would not forget the advice 
that was given to me.

2. I became an expert 
on dealing with fear and 
anxiety: I did everything 
possible to learn as much 
as I could in removing my 
fears and anxieties in my 

life. I talked to professionals, 
read books, joined support 
groups, and learned from my 
experiences.

3. I made it a habit of 
surrounding myself with 
supportive people who 
understood what I was going 
through. This really helped 
me when I was struggling 
with my anxieties and 
stresses.

4. I learned how to manage 
my fearful thoughts: The 
key in getting the edge 
off of your anxieties is 
managing your fearful 
thinking. Whenever I would 
get a negative and fearful 
thought, I would challenge 
that thought with positive 
statements and realistic 
thinking. I also made it a 
habit to focus on the facts of 
my current situation and not 
on my negative thinking.

5. I was persistent: There 
were times I felt like giving 
up because my fears and 

anxieties were so powerful 
that I didn’t know what to 
do. I worried about what 
would happen and that just 
made my fears stronger. 
During those times, I would 
consult with a professional 
and I made it a point to learn 
from my experiences so that 
I would be better able to 
handle these situations in the 
future.

6. I did not make excuses: 
With a lot of practice, 
I became very good at 
reducing my fears and 
anxieties. I realized that the 
answers to my problems 
were out there. However, it 
was up to me to find those 
techniques that would get my 
life back on track. Making 
excuses would not improve 
my situation.

7. I realized that you can’t 
predict the future: I realized 
that there are always factors 
and circumstances that I 
cannot predict or anticipate 

that could make a difference 
in my stressful and fearful 
situations. A person may be 
99% correct in predicting 
the future, but all it takes is 
that 1% to make a difference. 
The key is to focus on the 
present.

8. I made the choice to get 
better: You have to make the 
effort to find the answers to 
overcome your situation.  It 
will not always be easy, but 
you can overcome the cycle 
of fear and worry with hard 
work and a willingness to 
learn from your everyday 
experiences. It is important 
not to give up.

Stan Popovich is the 
author of the popular 
managing fear book, 
“A Layman’s Guide to 
Managing Fear”. For more 
information about Stan’s 
book and to get some more 
free mental health advice, 
please visit Stan’s website at 
www.managingfear.com.

Mental health management

393048
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Classifieds
Rock Valley Publishing

Call
608.897.2193

or 262.728.3411
 to place your ad

AD DEADLINE:
Friday
at 4 pm

 help wanted

 for sale

for more details on
placing an ad in our

REAL ESTATE SECTION
Call Joyce at
608-897-2193 2

2
2
7
9
9

 transportation

 business & 
 service

 real estate

 for rent

Automobiles
1969 & 1977 CADILLAC ELDO-
RADOS For Parts/Restoration. 
Call 262-581-5371.

Bicycles
JEEP COMANCHE MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Paperwork for authenticity. 
Text to (262) 989-4112

FIND BARGAINS IN 
THE CLASSIFIEDS

Apartments
MEADOW PARK APART-
MENTS 703 Meadow Park Drive, 
Clinton. One bedroom apart-
ment, includes stove, refrigerator, 
all utilities, laundry room, locked 
lobby and parking. You pay 30% 
of income for rent. Equal Housing 
Opportunity. 608-676-4278.

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$
$$$

$$$

$$$

$$$

IF SO, WE WILL RUN YOUR AD IN THE
INDEPENDENT REGISTER AND CLINTON TOPPER  AT

No Charge!

Ads will not be accepted without the following information. Only one free ad per month.

YOUR NAME _________________________________ PHONE _________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
 ____________________________________________________________________________

Are you selling a single item for

LESS THAN $100?

$$$ $$$
Private Party Only

Just fill out the coupon below and drop off or mail to:
Independent Register, FREE Ad,

917 W. Exchange St., Brodhead, WI 53520

Write your ad below, One Word Per Box, be sure to include your price

33
25

03

PRIVATE PARTY
ONLY.

Ad must be
prepaid.

Deadlines vary.

Call
815-877-4044

The Wheel Deal
Place your car, truck, motorcycle,

boat or RV for one price and it
runs for up to 16 weeks.

$1995
1st three lines

Extra lines are $1.95 each

17 Papers

Starts for 4 weeks and if not sold you call us
and we will renew at no additional charge!

(Maximum run 16 weeks total)

4
2
2
7
8
5

For details on placing an ad in our 

Classified Section
Call 608-897-2193

Find us online: indreg.comCDC shortens isolation, 
quarantine guidelines 

Based on experts’ obser-
vations of the COVID-19 
and the Omicron variant, the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) last 
week shortened the recom-
mended time for isolation 
from 10 days for people with 
COVID-19 to five days, if as-
ymptomatic, followed by five 
days of wearing a mask when 
around others. 

The change is motivated by 
science demonstrating that 
the majority of SARS-CoV-2 
transmission occurs early in 
the course of illness, general-
ly in the one to two days prior 
to onset of symptoms and the 
two to three days after. 

Therefore, people who 
test positive should isolate 
for five days and, if asymp-
tomatic at that time, they 
may leave isolation if they 
can continue to mask for five 
days to minimize the risk of 
infecting others.

Additionally, CDC is up-
dating the recommended 
quarantine period for those 
exposed to COVID-19. 

For people who are unvac-
cinated or are more than six 
months out from their second 
mRNA dose (or more than 
two months after the J&J 
vaccine) and not yet boosted, 
CDC now recommends quar-
antine for five days followed 
by strict mask use for an ad-
ditional five days. 

Alternatively, if a five-day 
quarantine is not feasible, 
it is imperative that an ex-
posed person wear a well-fit-
ting mask at all times when 
around others for 10 days af-
ter exposure. 

Individuals who have re-
ceived their booster shot 
do not need to quarantine 
following an exposure, but 
should wear a mask for 10 
days after the exposure.  

For all those exposed, best 
practice would also include a 
test for SARS-CoV-2 at day 
five after exposure. 

If symptoms occur, indi-
viduals should immediate-
ly quarantine until a neg-
ative test confirms symp-
toms are not attributable to 
COVID-19.

Isolation relates to be-
havior after a confirmed 
infection. Isolation for five 
days followed by wearing a 
well-fitting mask will mini-
mize the risk of spreading the 
virus to others. 

Quarantine refers to the 
time following exposure to 
the virus or close contact 
with someone known to have 
COVID-19. 

Both updates come as the 
Omicron variant continues to 
spread throughout the U.S. 
and reflects the current sci-
ence on when and for how 
long a person is maximally 
infectious.

Data from South Africa 
and the United Kingdom 
demonstrate that vaccine ef-
fectiveness against infection 

for two doses of an mRNA 
vaccine is approximately 
35%. 

A COVID-19 vaccine 
booster dose restores vaccine 
effectiveness against infec-
tion to 75%. 

COVID-19 vaccination 
decreases the risk of severe 
disease, hospitalization, and 
death from COVID-19. 

CDC strongly encourages 
COVID-19 vaccination for 
everyone 5 and older and 
boosters for everyone 16 and 
older. 

State health officials 
back new guidelines 

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services 
(DHS) supports CDC rec-
ommendations to shorten 
isolation and quarantine pe-
riods for the general public, 
given what is known about 
COVID-19 and the Omicron 
variant, according to Wis-
consin Department of Health 
Services Secretary-designee 
Karen Timberlake

“If you are a person who 
has been exposed to someone 
who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 and you are un-
vaccinated, or are more than 
six months out from your 
second mRNA dose or more 
than two months after the 
J&J vaccine and have not yet 
gotten a booster, you should 

quarantine – stay home and 
completely away from oth-
ers – for five days followed 
by strict mask use for an ad-
ditional five days,” Timber-
lake stated in a press release. 
“However, people who are 
current with vaccine recom-
mendations do not need to 
quarantine after exposure to 
COVID-19, but should wear 
a well-fitting mask(link is 
external) when around other 
people for 10 days.”

Following an exposure 
to someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19, ev-
eryone, regardless of vac-
cination status, should get 
tested on day five after ex-
posure, and if symptoms oc-
cur, quarantine immediately 
until a negative test confirms 
those symptoms are not due 
to COVID-19. Increased test-
ing will help us identify any 
cases of Omicron quickly so 
that we can learn more about 
this latest variant and get an 
accurate picture of disease 
activity in the state.

“We urge all Wisconsin-
ites to help slow the spread 
of COVID-19 in our state 
by getting vaccinated, get-
ting boosted, continuing to 
wear masks in indoor public 
settings, and staying home 
when sick. This will help us 
all safely continue with our 
daily lives,” Timberlake said. 

CLINTON HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL FACEBOOK The Clinton Topper

All tournament honors
 The Clinton Lady Cougars battled hard at the 
Cambridge tournament on Tuesday, Dec. 28, to fin-
ish in second place. Elli Teubert and Jayden Norti-
er were selected to the all tournament team.
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Time to hit the slopes
Area ski hills offer a variety of runs for all abilities

 Skiing and snowboarding 
remain popular among out-
door enthusiasts who refuse 
to be relegated to the couch 
during the winter months. 
 For the men, women and 
children who hit the slopes 
each winter, the thrill of racing 
down snow-covered hills is a 
feeling unlike any other.
 The Southern Lakes Area 
features several ski hills in-
cluding The Mountain Top at 
Grand Geneva Resort and Spa, 
Wilmot Mountain Ski Resort 
and Alpine Valley Resort.
 The area also features sev-
eral opportunities for cross 
county ski enthusiasts.
 Here’s a closer look at the 
area’s skiing options:

The Mountain Top  
at Grand Geneva 
7036 Grand Geneva Way
Lake Geneva

 The Mountain Top has 21 
ski runs covering more than 
30 acres of downhill ski runs 
with a 211-foot vertical. 
 The ski and snowboarding 
offerings are suitable for all 
levels, according to staff at 
The Mountain Top.
  Some additional amenities 
and services offered by The 
Mountain Top include:
 • Skiing and snowboard-
ing all winter long with The 
Mountain Top’s snowmaking 
capabilities
 • Three chairlifts and two 
carpet lifts.
 • Six-acre Terrain Park with 
dedicated lift.
 • Lessons offered by pro-
fessional ski instructions for 
kids and adults
 • Equipment rentals
 • Trolley transportation 
from guest rooms at Grand 
Geneva and Timber Ridge 
Lodge
 After a day in the snow, 
skiers and snowboarders can 
relax and enjoy a warm fire, 
hot beverage and food at the 
Leinenkugel Mountain Top 

Lodge. 
 There are a variety of stay 
and ski packages offered at 
Grand Geneva.
 For hours and lift ticket 
prices, visit www.grandgene-
va.com.

Wilmot Mountain  
Ski Resort
11931 Fox River Road
Wilmot
(262) 862-2301
www.wilmotmountain.com

 The 25 unique runs at 
Wilmot Mountain offer var-
ied terrain for all skiers and 
snowboarders – from novices 
stepping onto the snow for the 
very first time to experts look-
ing to further push themselves 
and their sport.
 The resort has snowmaking 
equipment for its 120 acres of 
skiing terrain to go along with 
seven lifts, two conveyor lifts 
and four progression terrain 
parks.
 For those who aren’t up for 
skiing or snowboarding, Wil-
mot resort offers snow tubing 
with 22 lanes of fun and two 
conveyor lifts.
 Wilmot also offers lessons 
through its dedicated ski and 
snowboard school area and 
Walt’s Tavern for a place to 
warm up, relax and enjoy ca-
sual dining and drinks. 
 Wilmot posts conditions 
along with hours and lift ticket 
prices on its website at wilm-
otmountain.com.

Alpine Valley Resort 
W2501 Highway D
Elkhorn
(262) 642-7374 
www.alpinevalleyresort.com

 Alpine features 20 slopes 
that range from beginner to 
expert mogul runs with 388 
feet of vertical skiing. The lon-
gest run is 3,000 feet.
 The hill also includes three 
terrain parks, which offer a va-
riety of rails, boxes and snow 
features.

 Alpine offers classes for be-
ginners to well-seasoned ski-
ers and riders. If you are look-
ing to get back on the slopes or 
to brush up on your skills, one 
of Alpine’s qualified instruc-
tors is eager to help.
 The resort also offers 
equipment rentals.
 Alpine Valley also offers 
a variety of food and drink 
choices for skiers, including a 
café and coffee shop, an out-
side bar and grill on weekends 
and the Valley View Lounge 
for full service dining. 
 Conditions, hours and lift 
ticket information are avail-
able at alpinevalleyresort.com.

CROSS COUNTRY 
SKIING

Big Foot State Park
1550 S. Lake Shore Drive
Lake Geneva

 The park entrance is at 1550 
S. Lake Shore Drive, one mile 
south of the city of Lake Gene-
va. Vehicle admission sticker 
is required. Cross country ski-
ing and snowshoeing allowed. 
Bring your own equipment.

Geneva National
1221 Geneva  
National Ave. South 
Lake Geneva
(262) 245-7000

 Enjoy cross country skiing 
over the Gary Player Course. 
Complimentary ski rental 
available to Geneva National 
Resort guests. Trail is open de-
pending on weather and snow 
accumulation. 

White River  
County Park
6503 Sheridan Springs Road
Lake Geneva
 (262) 741-3114

 With nearly 200 acres and 
two miles of frontage along 
the White River, this park 
features walking trails, cross 
country skiing and more.

COURTESY OF GRAND GENEVA The Clinton Topper

 The Geneva Lakes Area features three full-service ski hills, including The Mountain 
Top at Grand Geneva Resort.
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Citizens sought to advise Green County 
on American Rescue Plan funding

Area will see more than $10 million in aid from effects of pandemic 
By Tony Ends
CORRESPONDENT 

Green County is look-
ing for residents interest-
ed in helping review ideas 
and develop proposals for 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds. 

Elected county officials 
have set a session next 
Monday, Jan. 17, to inform 
citizens about serving on an 
ARPA ad hoc committee. 
The community educational 
program will be held virtu-
ally from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
that day.

People interested in learn-
ing more about the ARPA 
and the decision-making 
process in Green County 
should register in advance. 

Contact county UW Ex-
tension Community Re-
source Development Edu-
cator Victoria Solomon at 
608-328-9440 or Victoria.
solomon@wisc.edu.

President Joe Biden 
signed the American Res-
cue Plan Act into law March 
11, 2021. The plan intends 
to speed up recovery from 
economic and health effects 

of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and ongoing economic re-
cession.

ARPA allocates $350 bil-
lion to help state, local and 
tribal governments, with 
Green County receiving 
$7.17 million. 

Municipalities in Green 
County will receive a little 
more than $3.6 million in 
ARPA funds.

Green County Finance 
and Accounting Commit-
tee created the ARPA ad 
hoc committee in Novem-
ber 2021 after surveying 
the community in May and 
June.

The ad hoc, or special 
purpose, panel will have 
nine voting members, eight 
citizens plus county Finance 
and Auditing Committee 
Chair Jerry Guth.  Green 
County Finance and county 
Development Corporation 
members and the county 
clerk will advise the group. 
Solomon will facilitate ses-
sions tentatively set for Feb-
ruary through June.

Application forms to 
serve on the ARPA Ad Hoc 

Committee are available on-
line at wi-greencounty.civ 
icplus.com/DocumentCen 
t e r / V i e w / 1 0 2 9 / -
G r e e n - C o u n 
t y - A R P A - A d - H o c - C o m 
mittee-Participant-Applica 
tion---fillable-2?bidId=

Applicants need to com-
plete and submit the form 
to Green County clerk by 8 
a.m. Monday, Jan. 24.

GDP for the United States 
decreased 3.5% in 2020 as a 
result of the pandemic. 

It was the lowest growth 
rate for the nation since 
1946. Nearly 25 million 
were on unemployment in-
surance in May of that year, 
the highest point during the 
recession, according to US-
AFacts, a nonprofit, non-
partisan civic initiative that 
draws on 70 sources of gov-
ernment data to inform the 
public.

By the end of 2020, 74% 
of small businesses report-
ed experiencing negative 
effects from impact of the 
COVID-19 virus. About 
73% of them reported re-
ceiving a Paycheck Protec-

tion Program loan.
Unemployment, which 

peaked at 14.8% in April 
2020, dropped steadily in 
2021 back down to 4.2% by 
last November.

Possibly of most seri-
ous consequence, the pan-
demic’s economic fallout 
revealed vulnerabilities of 
U.S. reliance on global flow 
of goods and insecurity of 
sharply fallen local pro-
duction. The United States 
imported $679 billion more 
goods and services than it 
exported in 2020, an 18% 
increase in the nation’s al-
ready-entrenched trade defi-
cit from 2019.

A shipping and supply 
chain snarl throughout 2021 
stalled cargo ships at both 
Asian and U.S. ports of en-
try and caused scarcity from 
lengthened delivery of many 
goods by months. Shortages 
and associated recessional 
problems also helped fuel 
inflation in 2021.

Congress intended the 
ARPA funding to address 
these problems and spur 
U.S. recovery.

Four seats and only 
one name on ballot

City clerk seeks write-in candidates
By Maureen Vander Sanden
EDITORIAL COORDINATOR 

Alderman Casey Jones 
will be the sole name on the 
ballot in the April 5 election 
despite four open seats on 
City Council. 

Mayor Troy Nyman and 
aldermen Timothy Schade-
waldt, Robert Moon and 
Casey Jones filed notice of 
non-candidacy papers with 
the clerk’s office. 

Jones is seeking the mayoral 
seat, leaving the three incum-
bent aldermanic seats up for 
grabs by write-in candidates, 
according to the city clerk. 

 “At this point in time we 
are open to registered write-
ins,” City Clerk Nikolai 
Wahl said Friday, after the 
filing deadline. 

This isn’t the first time the 
city relied on multiple write-
in candidates to fill the Coun-
cil, according to the clerk. In 
the 2021 spring election, only 
one candidate filed nomina-
tion papers for three open 
seats, leaving two spots to be 
filled by write-ins. 

Wahl said anyone who 
would like to be registered 
as a write-in can contact him 
at cityclerk@cityofbrodhead 
wi.us or stop into City Hall, 
111 W. 2nd Avenue, during 
business hours. Alderman-

ic and mayoral positions are 
for two-year terms, and earn 
$2,040 and $3,000 respec-
tively. 

Deadline to register as an 
official write-in candidate is 
Friday, April 1 at noon. 

Despite the lack of com-
petition, a primary is neces-
sary, as the city is placing a 
referendum question on the 
Tuesday, Feb. 15 ballot, ask-
ing voters if the city should 
exceed the state-mandated 
tax levy in order to maintain 
services. 

See related side story be-
low, and letter from the city 
on page 3.

Jones wishes to ‘move 
the community forward’ 

Casey Jones said he has 
come a long way since his 
unsuccessful run for Brod-
head city mayor in 1980 – 
when he was 18 years old. 

“I had a big, ugly car paint-
ed pink with interior house 

paint… When 
we would 
congregate , 
mine was a 
junker so ev-
eryone sat on 
it, and ended 
up getting 
pink butt,” 
he recalled 

of his old Buick LeSabre he 
used to campaign with. 

“I didn’t (run) for the right 
reason,” he said of his first-
time bid. “I did it for my own 
ego.” 

In 1988, he threw his hat 
in the ring again. Jones said 
his next run for the city’s top 
official seat was again for the 
wrong reason. 

In ’88 the alderman said he 
was motivated to run due to 
a business conflict with the 
city – not because it was in 
his heart to serve. 

Today he said he is run-
ning with good intentions, 
because he cares about the 
city where he grew up. 

“I think I have a lot to offer 
and I can put people first,” he 
said, “and I’ve got the time 
and the experience.” 

Casey says he prides him-
self in being known around 
town as someone who can get  

City referendum will 
appear on primary ballot 
Voters decide Feb. 15 if city spending 

should exceed mandated levy 
Even without races for mayoral and aldermanic seats, 

City of Brodhead voters will go to the polls for the 
primary election on Tuesday, Feb. 15. 

The City Council is asking voters if taxes should 
increase to help departments meet growing cost concerns. 

The Council has proposed an increase to the levy of 
$200,000 for five years, starting in 2023. 

For a home valued at $100,000, Green County property 
owners would see an increase of $120 to their tax bills. 
Rock County property owners would see an increase of 
$117.  

By raising the tax levy, City departments will be able 
to maintain current levels of service, according to city 
officials. Most department budget requests have been cut 
in the last two years. 

“The proposed increase would help prevent future cuts 
that will greatly affect the quality of services that City 
departments can provide,” City Clerk Nikolai Wahl stated 
in a press release. 

The city will provide more detailed information on 
how cuts might affect services in next week’s newspaper. 

City officials urge voters to cast their ballots. The 
referendum question is available to review at City Hall, 
Brodhead Memorial Public Library, and on the City’s 
website by visiting cityofbroheadwi.us.  

Residents can vote in-person on Tuesday, Feb. 15 from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at City Hall, 1111 2nd Avenue. 

Absentee and early voting options are also available. 
For more information, or to request an absentee ballot, 
call City Hall at (608) 897-4018 or visit myvote.wi.gov. 

See a related letter to the editor from City Council on 
page 3. 

BECKY MALKOW The Independent-Register

Flippin’ fantastic! 
 Brodhead basketball player Aidyn Vondra does a back flip prior to starting 
line-ups at the Jan. 7 game night. The Cardinals bench was hyped for its confer-
ence match up against Edgerton. More on the game and other sports appear on 
the back page. 

 Who’s on the 
other ballots?
See who’s on the ballot for 
local school districts and 
other municipalities in the 
Shopper section this week.

– Inside Casey Jones

See BALLOT, Page 4

422794

Misc Services
DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/mo. (where available.) 
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE Stream-
ing on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-866-290-9532

ELIMINATE GUTTER CLEAN-
ING forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 15% 
off Entire Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
948-3442392953

ADVERTISING SALES EXECUTIVE
Rock Valley Publishing, your hometown 

newspapers serving the stateline has an opening 
for an experienced Media Sales Representative to 
call on current and new accounts in a protected 
sales territory. 

Growing area with many new businesses, this is 
a great opportunity for the right applicant.

We publish newspapers, shoppers and niche 
publications throughout the stateline. You have 
the opportunity to sell into all Rock Valley 
Publishing. L.L.C. publications, making your 
paycheck much larger! 

For immediate consideration send resume/job history to:
Vicki Vanderwerff, Director of Advertising

Email: vicki@southernlakesnewspapers.com
Fax: (262) 725-6844

For details on placing your
Help Wanted ad in our Classified Section

Call 608-897-2193 42
27

98

PREPARE FOR POWER outag-
es today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next power 
outage: 1-888-355-6955

Tree Service
HAILE TREE SERVICE licensed 
and insured, aerial bucket and 
stump removal. 24 hr. emergency 
service. 608-879-9014

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, disability, familiar/ status or national origin, or an intention 
to make any such preference,  limitation or discrimination. Familial 
status includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or 
legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of 
children under 18. This newspaper will not knowingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers 
are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimi-
nation call HUD toll-free at 1-900-669-9777. The toll-free tele phone 
number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275. EQUAL HOUS-
ING OPPORTUNITY

Announcements
CLASSIFIED IN-COLUMN ADS 
cannot be credited or refunded 
after the ad has been placed. 
Ads canceled before deadline 
will be removed from the paper 
as a service to our customers, 
but no credit or refund will be 
issued to your account.

DISCLAIMER NOTICE This pub-
lication does not knowingly ac-
cept fraudulent or deceptive ad-
vertising. Readers are cautioned 
to thoroughly investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for mon-
ey in advance.

Furniture
NEW HEKMAN DINING Room 
Set-  Includes table (Model 
25229T), 2 leaves, 2 upholstered 
arm chairs and 4 upholstered 
side chairs.  Beautiful furniture! 
$2800 Call or text 608-897-5775

Livestock
OWN RURAL LAND?  Earn 
$5,000+ Every Year From Hunt-
ing Leases. Upfront payments 
from our hunters. Reduce risk 
with FREE $5M liability insur-
ance. Call for a free quote (888) 
871-1982 - Base Camp Leasing
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By Matthew DeFour
Wisconsin Watch

 Republican lawmakers have 
authorized an audit of the state 
Department of Safety and Pro-
fessional Services after years 
of rejecting Democratic Gov. 
Tony Evers’ requests to add 
staff – a standoff that has led to 
long waits for licenses, a huge 
surplus of agency funds and 
frustrated applicants flooding 
legislative offices with pleas 
for help.

 Sara Wuorinen, 32, is one 
of those applicants. She first 
contacted DSPS in September 
2021 to get licensed to be a 
substance abuse counselor and 
a mental health counselor in 
training in northern Wisconsin, 
which is struggling with a rise 
in suicides and drug overdoses.

 More than 16 months later, 
Wuorinen still doesn’t have the 
necessary license.

 Wuorinen spent hours on 
hold with the department, 
faxed and mailed in application 
materials multiple times and 
logged conversations with 13 
different department officials. 
She is licensed as an alcohol 
and drug counselor in Minne-
sota and has a 2020 master’s 
degree in rehabilitation and 
addiction counseling from St. 
Cloud State University. But 
Wuorinen found out months 
into the process she had to take 
additional classes at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Superior 
to qualify for her state license.

 She said she moved to rural 
Wisconsin to qualify for up to 
$100,000 in student loan for-
giveness, but the three-year 
commitment doesn’t start until 
she gets her Wisconsin license. 
Wuorinen took a lower-paying 

job at the clinic that hired her, 
but went from living comfort-
ably in Minnesota to visiting 
food pantries to make ends 
meet in Wisconsin. The expe-
rience has taken a toll on her 
mental and financial well-be-
ing.

 “This experience has been 
so negative and so discourag-
ing, it’s really defeating,” she 
told Wisconsin Watch. “I don’t 
think they realize that these are 
people’s lives – people’s liveli-
hoods.”

 After Wuorinen testified 
in November before a special 
committee the Legislature 
created to study occupational 
licensing, DSPS legislative li-
aison Mike Tierney reviewed 
her case. He found several 
reasons for Wuorinen’s ordeal: 
the application was submitted 
under an old computer system 
currently being replaced and a 
2017 Republican law that in-
creased standards for licensing 
substance abuse counselors.

 In a memo to the study 
committee, Tierney wrote that 
it comes down to better staffing 
at the agency. “This includes 
having adequate call center 
staff to not only answer incom-
ing calls, but to ensure that in-
formation provided to callers is 
accurate,” he wrote.

License fees pay for 
DSPS budget

 Pressure on DSPS has 
mounted as Republicans have 
refused to fully authorize the 
department’s requests for more 
staff over the past four years – 
even though the agency’s $62.5 
million budget comes almost 
entirely from fees. The agency 
runs on revenue from construc-

tion permits and 200-plus types 
of professional licenses from 
nearly half a million license 
holders – not taxpayer dollars.

 In fact, the department has 
amassed a $47 million surplus 
from those fees, according to 
the Legislative Fiscal Bureau. 
The surplus was $4.4 million 
a decade ago. However DSPS 
can’t use that money to pay for 
more staff or technology up-
grades without legislative buy-
in.

 The Joint Legislative Audit 
Committee voted Tuesday to 
have the nonpartisan Legisla-
tive Audit Bureau review all 
aspects of the department. The 
committee’s Republicans vot-
ed in favor and the Democrats 
voted against, with Sen. Tim 
Carpenter, D-Milwaukee, de-
crying the Legislature for not 
adequately funding the depart-
ment.

 “It’s a shame that we needed 
to have this audit done,” Car-
penter said. “We could have 
taken care of the problem our-
selves.”

 Marc Herstand, execu-
tive director of the Wisconsin 
chapter of the National Asso-
ciation of Social Workers, told 
the committee in his 30 years 
following licensing issues, the 
department has always been 
chronically understaffed. But 
frustration among his members 
seemed to have peaked in the 
past two years despite efforts 
by the Evers administration to 
improve the agency. 

 “(DSPS) has plenty of 
money to hire the staff like 
any other business would do 
in that kind of situation, but 
they’re not given the authority 
to do so,” Herstand said. “This 
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makes no rational sense.”
 Rep. Mark Born, R-Beaver 

Dam, a member of the audit 
committee and co-chair of the 
Legislature’s Joint Finance 
Committee, declined to com-
ment on whether the Legisla-
ture would add positions in the 
budget.

 The audit comes amid high 
tension between the Republi-
can-controlled Legislature and 
Evers over agency adminis-
tration. It also dovetails with a 
broader push by conservative 
activists and some GOP law-
makers in Wisconsin and else-
where to get the government 
out of the business of licensing 
and regulating some profes-
sions such as music, art and 
dance therapists, cosmetology 
trainees and interior designers.

 In August, new DSPS Sec-
retary-designee Dan Hereth 
told the Legislative Council 
Study Committee on Occupa-
tional Licensing the agency is 
processing new license appli-
cations in 45 days on average – 
the fastest rate in six years and 
down from 79 days in 2021. 
But committee members also 
heard from license applicants 
who spent hours on hold when 
they called the agency and 
months waiting for licenses to 
be processed.

 “We have gotten an abun-
dance of calls, contacts, con-
stituent cases over the last 12 
months,” said Sen. Rob Staf-
sholt, R-New Richmond, who 
led the committee. “My office 
just for my Senate district has 
handled literally dozens of cas-
es of people who are frustrated 
and trying to get licenses they 
qualify for.”

Call center data: 
Problems began before 
Evers

 The agency’s call center 
performance began to drop in 
2017 under then-Gov. Scott 
Walker, a Republican, accord-
ing to data obtained by Wiscon-
sin Watch through a public re-
cords request. The department 
data show just over half of all 
calls were “agent answered” in 
2018. 

 The rate improved dramati-
cally in the second half of 2022 
after Evers used federal fund-
ing to hire an outside firm in 
June to increase the agency’s 
call center staff from six to 26. 
The department also switched 
to a new phone system with a 
higher capacity in December 
2021, so fewer people now get 
a busy signal, which wasn’t 
logged as a call under the old 
system. A department spokes-
person said that explains why 
the number of received calls 
under the new system nearly 
doubled to 400,000 in 2022.

 The data show 36% of calls 
were answered in the first half 
of 2022, 71% of calls were an-

swered in the second half and 
98% of calls were answered 
in December. The new system 
makes it difficult to compare 
the 2022 data with previous 
years.

 The funding from the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act for extra 
call staff runs out at the end of 
June.

 The improvements hap-
pened as DSPS launched its 
new online system, LicensE, 
in May to begin replacing de-
cades-old systems and paper 
applications. The department 
expects to have all professions 
moved to the new system by 
the end of this year.

 The Legislature has au-
thorized $14.4 million for the 
technology update, and Evers 
allocated another $6 million in 
ARPA funds this past year to 
replace a computer system that 
dates back to 1998.

 “What I think we will get 
to when we’re fully automat-
ed is much faster turnaround 
times for most,” DSPS Assis-
tant Deputy Secretary Jennifer 
Garrett told the committee in 
November. “We can move that 
(45-day) average down lower 
if we are adequately staffed 
and when the platform is fully 
implemented.”

Starved of staff, hit by 
labor shortage 

 Garrett also told study com-
mittee members the depart-
ment has struggled to hire and 
retain license review and call 
center staff because of pay and 
working conditions. She said 
the agency had failed twice 
to recruit a lawyer to conduct 
legal reviews. But when the 
position was opened to remote 
work, DSPS hired an attorney 
from Green Bay, reducing the 
legal review time from nine 
weeks to six.

 Hereth told the committee: 
“Even with new technology 
and continuous efforts to im-
proveefficiency, our volume 
of work routinely exceeds staff 
capacity and resources. The 
bottom line is that we need 
more than efficiency to deliver 
the kind of service our appli-
cants want and expect.”

 Evers asked for a net in-
crease of 20 full-time positions 
in the 2019-21 budget and 12 
positions in the 2021-23 bud-
get, but Republicans only au-
thorized one new net position 
in each budget. The department 
has six fewer positions than it 
did when it was created in 2011 
under Walker.

 Department officials have 
asked for 70 new positions 
across the agency in their 
2023-25 budget request. Evers 
is set to release his proposal on 
Feb. 15.

 The DSPS surplus is on top 
of the $85 million in license 
fees transferred from the de-

partment to the state’s general 
fund over the past 15 years. 
About $31 million of that 
is an automatic annual 10% 
transfer enshrined in statute, 
but the other $54 million was 
lapsed under Walker and his 
predecessor, Democratic Gov. 
Jim Doyle, to help balance the 
general fund budget. The 10% 
transfers remain, but the lapses 
ended in the 2017-19 budget.

GOP questions 
management of agency

 Rep. Shae Sortwell, R-Two 
Rivers, chair of the Assem-
bly Committee on Regulatory 
Licensing Reform, said in an 
interview the agency proba-
bly needs more positions. But 
Sortwell wants more data to 
support why the positions are 
necessary – especially in light 
of the new LicensE system, 
which should reduce the agen-
cy’s workload.

 Sortwell is also skeptical 
about allowing DSPS employ-
ees to work from home up to 
three out of five days a week. 
And he claimed the Evers ad-
ministration failed to properly 
manage the workload, espe-
cially during the pandemic.

 In announcing a list of nine 
bills the committee is recom-
mending the Legislature to take 
up this session, Stafsholt ac-
cused the agency of stonewall-
ing and sending “misleading 
emails” to license applicants 
“rather than providing us with 
the information we requested.” 

 The nine bills would, among 
other things, require the depart-
ment to post how long it takes 
to process each license on its 
website, increase renewal pe-
riods for some licenses from 
two to four years, allow more 
professionals from other states 
to obtain a temporary license 
during a department review 
and have Wisconsin join an 
interstate compact to recognize 
counselor credentials from par-
ticipating states.

 Meanwhile, Wuorinen feels 
stuck trying to qualify for a job 
she had already done for a year 
in Minnesota.

 “In any way you put it, this 
is a crisis,” she said. “When 
we have a workforce shortage 
already and we have people 
waiting nine to 12 months to 
get a license, it’s not produc-
tive.”

 The nonprofit Wisconsin 
Watch (www.WisconsinWatch.
org) collaborates with WPR, 
PBS Wisconsin, other news 
media and the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison School of 
Journalism and Mass Com-
munication. All works created, 
published, posted or dissemi-
nated by Wisconsin Watch do 
not necessarily reflect the views 
or opinions of UW-Madison, 
any of its affiliates or Southern 
Lakes Newspapers.
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 A Legislative Study Committee on Occupational Licenses holds a meeting at the 
Wisconsin State Capitol on Dec. 13, 2022. From left, Rep. Supreme Moore Omokunde, 
D-Milwaukee; Jessica Ollenburg; Sen. Janis Ringhand, D-Evansville; Legislative 
Council member Margit Kelley; Sen. Rob Stafsholt, R-New Richmond; Rep. Shae Sort-
well, R-Two Rivers; and Albert Walker. 
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